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Juristat Article—Homicide in Canada, 2011

Homicide in Canada, 2011: Highlights

There were 598 homicides in Canada in 2011, 44 more than in 2010. The 2011 rate of 1.73 homicides
per 100,000 population was 7% higher than the previous year. Despite annual fluctuations, the homicide
rate has generally been declining since the mid-1970s, although it has stabilized somewhat over the past
decade.

Although there was an overall increase in homicides in 2011, the rate of firearm homicides per 100,000
population declined to its lowest point in almost 50 years. While handguns continued to account for two-
thirds of firearm homicides, they also declined in 2011.

In 2011, there were 10 multiple-victim homicides committed with a firearm, accounting for 22 victims.
The number of multiple-victim firearm homicides has generally been decreasing over the past 30 years.
Since 2001, about half of these homicides were family-related.

An increase in stabbings accounted for most of the overall increase in homicides in 2011. There were 39
more stabbings in 2011 than in 2010, accounting for just over one-third of all homicides.

As in past years, homicide victims usually knew their killer. Most of the overall increase in 2011 was due
to a large jump in homicides committed by acquaintances. Family-related and intimate partner
homicides remained stable, while there was a small drop in homicides committed by strangers.

The 2011 increase in homicides was driven by 32 additional homicides in Alberta and 21 more in Quebec.
With 28 fewer homicides in 2011 than in 2010, the homicide rate in Ontario reached its lowest point
since 1966.

Homicide rates were highest in Nunavut and the Northwest Territories. Among the provinces, Manitoba
reported the highest rate for the fifth year in a row, followed by Saskatchewan and Alberta.

With 39 homicides in 2011, Winnipeg reported the highest homicide rate among Canada’s 33 census
metropolitan areas (CMAs), followed by Halifax and Edmonton. The 2011 homicide rates in Winnipeg and
Halifax were the highest recorded in those CMAs since data became available in 1981.
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Homicide in Canada, 2011

by Samuel Perreault

Homicide is a relatively rare offence in Canada, representing less than 1% of all crimes (Brennan 2012). Each
year in Canada there are about six times more deaths from suicide and five times more deaths from road
accidents than from homicide.! However, homicide remains the most serious criminal offence, involving
significant police resources and invoking the most severe penalties. Homicide is also one of the most
noticeable crimes in a country. As they are generally widely publicized by the media due to their severity and
visibility, they can contribute to the public’s fear of crime (Romer et al. 2003; Chiricos et al. 2000).

In 2011, police reported 598 homicides in Canada, 44 more than the previous year. These 598 homicides
resulted in a rate of 1.73 homicides per 100,000 population, an increase of 7% from 20102 (Table 1a and
Table 1b).

Beginning in the mid-1960s, the homicide rate increased steadily for ten years, peaking in 1975 with a rate
of 3.03 per 100,000 population. Since then, despite annual fluctuations, the homicide rate has generally
declined until stabilizing over the past decade. The 2011 homicide rate is similar to what was observed over
much of the past decade (Chart 1).

Chart 1
Homicides and attempted murders, Canada, 1961 to 2011
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1. Excludes 329 victims killed in the Air India incident in 1985.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Although the number of homicides increased in 2011, there were 13 fewer attempted murders. The rate of
attempted murders decreased by 3% in 2011, from 1.96 to 1.90 per 100,000 population. The attempted
murder rate increased until the early 1980s, surpassing the homicide rate in the mid-1970s. Since then, it
has also been on a generally downward trend.

1. In 2009, the most recent year for which this information was available, there were 3,890 deaths by suicide and 2,618 deaths in
traffic accidents (Statistics Canada. No date. Table 102-0561—Leading causes of death, total population, by age group and sex,
annual. CANSIM).

2. It should be noted that homicides are counted in the year that they become known to police. A small number of homicides
included in a given year’s total may have occurred in a previous year (e.g., an incident that was initially classified by police as a
missing person would be updated to a homicide in the year that police determined the incident was a homicide, and not in the
year of the disappearance).
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As the vast majority of homicides become known to police and are subject to a thorough investigation, the
homicide rate is one of the best measures of crime to compare with other countries.®> The rate of homicide
per 100,000 population is used to compare countries with different populations. The 2011 Canadian rate of
1.73 homicides per 100,000 population is the lowest of all the Americas, 14 times lower than in Mexico and
about one-third of the rate in the United States. The homicide rate in Canada is more comparable to many
European countries and Oceania (Australia and New Zealand), but remains much higher than the rate in
Japan and Hong Kong (Chart 2).

Chart 2
Homicide rates for selected countries, 2011
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2. Figures reflect 2010 data.
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Source: Statistics Canada and United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime.
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3. Definitions and methodologies to collect information on homicides vary very little from one country to the next. Therefore, the
homicide rate is one of the most reliable measures of crime to compare among countries (Nivette 2011; Van Dijk 2008).
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Lowest rate of firearm homicides in Canada in almost 50 years

In 2011, a knife or other cutting instrument was the weapon most often used to commit a homicide,
accounting for more than one-third (35%) of all homicides in Canada. Virtually all of the increase in
homicides in 2011 was due to an increase in the number of homicides committed with a knife or other cutting
instrument, up by 39 from 2010 (Chart 3).

Chart 3
Homicides, by most common type of method, Canada, 1961 to 2011
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Note: '‘Other’ excludes homicides for which the method used was unknown. Data prior to 1974 exclude manslaughter. Therefore,
rates for those years may be slightly under-reported. Manslaughter accounts for about 1 out of 10 homicides. Of the
manslaughters that took place since 1974, 47% were by beatings, 13% by a knife or other cutting instrument, 12% by a firearm
and 28% by another method.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

The next most common methods used to commit homicide in 2011 were firearms (27%), beatings (22%)
and strangulation (7%) (Table 2).

There were 158 homicides committed with a firearm in 2011, 13 fewer than the previous year. The 2011 rate
of 0.46 firearm homicides per 100,000 population was the lowest in almost 50 years. The recent decline in
the rate of firearm homicides is mainly due to a drop in the rate of homicides committed with a handgun,
which has fallen nearly 30% over the past four years. However, handguns still accounted for about two-thirds
of all firearms used to commit homicide in 2011 (Table 3 and Chart 4).

4. Excludes incidents where the type of firearm was unknown.
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Chart 4
Firearm-related homicides, by type of firearm, Canada, 1981 to 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
Halifax, Edmonton and Winnipeg recorded highest rate of firearm homicides

The firearm homicide rate varies widely in Canada, depending on where one lives. The vast majority (91%)
of firearm homicides that occurred in Canada’s census metropolitan areas (CMAs) in 2011 were concentrated
in the seven largest CMAs and Halifax. In particular, Halifax (1.72), Edmonton (1.08) and Winnipeg (1.04)
reported the highest rates of firearm homicide per 100,000 population in 2011 (Table 4). In addition to these
three CMAs, Toronto and Vancouver each reported an average annual rate of over 0.80 firearm homicides
per 100,000 population from 2001 to 2010. Rates of firearm homicides tend to be lower in smaller CMAs.

The majority (71%) of firearm homicides that occurred in a CMA in 2011 were committed with a handgun. By
comparison, outside of CMAs, rifles or shotguns were the weapons of choice, accounting for 62% of all
firearm homicides.

Homicides committed with a handgun and, by extension, those committed with a firearm in a CMA are often
attributed to gangs. Over four in ten (44%) firearm homicides committed in a CMA were, according to police,
gang-related or suspected to be gang-related.

Multiple victim homicides committed with a firearm declining

In 2011, a total of 50 victims were killed in 22 multiple victim homicide incidents (4% of all homicide
incidents). Firearms are more likely than any other weapon to be involved in a multiple victim incident,
accounting for just over half of these incidents since 2001. Other common methods used to commit multiple
victim homicides include knives or other cutting instruments, beatings, strangulation and smoke (fire).

Multiple victim incidents involving a firearm have generally been declining over the past 30 years (Chart 5).
In 2011, there were 10 multiple victim incidents committed with a firearm, accounting for 22 victims, the
lowest humbers in more than 30 years.
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Chart 5

Multiple victim firearm-related homicide incidents and victims, Canada, 1981 to 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Among the solved multiple victim incidents committed with a firearm since 2001, close to half were family-
related.® However, it should be noted that about one-third of multiple victim firearm-related homicide
incidents had not yet been solved by police, meaning that the victim-accused relationship was unknown for
these incidents (see the Survey description section at end of the report for more detail).

Gang-related homicides remain stable

The rate of gang-related homicides steadily increased from the early 1990s until 2008, before declining in
both 2009 and 2010. In 2011, there were 95 gang-related homicides, a rate of 0.28 per 100,000 population,

unchanged from 2010 (Chart 6).

5. Includes incidents with a family relationship between at least one victim and one accused.
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Chart 6
Gang-related homicides, Canada, 1991 to 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Gang-related homicides tend to be more common in the western regions of the country. In 2011, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta reported the highest rates of gang-related homicide in the country (Table 5).

Gang-related homicides are also more of a phenomenon in CMAs. In 2011, 79% of all gang-related homicides
occurred in one of Canada’s 33 CMAs. All CMAs west of Ontario recorded at least one gang-related homicide
in 2011, with the exception of Victoria and Abbotsford-Mission. Winnipeg (1.3 gang-related homicides per
100,000 population), Saskatoon (1.1) and Edmonton (0.9) reported the highest rates in 2011. Winnipeg and
Edmonton also reported the highest average rates of gang-related homicides since 2001 (Table 4).

Homicides committed by strangers are at second lowest point in over 40 years

Among solved homicides in 2011, the large majority were committed by someone known to the victim.
Homicides committed by strangers accounted for 15% of all homicides. The rate of homicides committed by
strangers (0.2 per 100,000 population) fell for a second consecutive year, reaching the second lowest level in
over 40 years. Just over one-third (34%) of these homicides were related to drug trafficking or gangs.

Victims are more likely to be killed by an acquaintance or a friend (48% of all homicides in 2011). In 2011,
213 victims were killed by an acquaintance or a friend, 46 more than in 2010. More precisely, an additional
20 homicides were committed by a casual acquaintance in 2011 than in 2010, a further 8 more by a
neighbour, 7 by a close friend, and 5 more by an authority figure.

The rate of family homicides, including spousal, remained relatively stable from 2010 to 2011 (Table 6 and
Chart 7). Family-related homicides have generally been declining over the past 30 years.

Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 9
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Chart 7
Homicides, by victim-accused relationship, Canada, 1981 to 2011
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1. Includes boyfriend/girlfriend and other non-spousal intimate relationships, close friends, neighbours, authority figures,
business relationships (legal) and casual acquaintances.

2. Includes current and former spouses (legal, common-law, same-sex), parents and children (including biological, adopted, step
and foster relationships), siblings and other extended family.

Note: Changes to the relationship categories were made in 1991 in order to include criminal relationship. This chart excludes
homicides where the relation was 'criminal relationship'. Therefore, data prior to 1991 are not directly comparable to those after
1991.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Increase in homicides in 2011 greater for female victims than for male victims

The majority of homicide victims are male. In 2011, 422 (71%) of the 598 homicide victims were male
(Table 7). However, compared to the previous year, the increase in the number of homicides was greater for
females than for males. In 2011, there were 24 more female victims than in 2010, an increase of 16%,
compared to 22 more male victims, an increase of 6% (Chart 8).°

6. In 2011, sex was unknown for two victims.
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Chart 8
Homicides, by sex of victim, Canada, 1981 to 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Although the homicide rate has decreased for both men and women over the past 30 years, the decline is
somewhat more pronounced for women. The rate for women has declined by almost 50%, compared to a
drop of almost 25% for men. In 1981, nearly 4 in 10 victims (38%) were female compared to 3 in 10 (29%)
in 2011.

Intimate partner homicides stable in recent years

After peaking in 1975, the rate of intimate partner homicides, which includes current and former married,
common-law, dating partners and extra-marital lovers, has generally declined until stabilizing in the late
1990s. In 2011, there were 89 intimate partner homicides (76 female victims and 13 male victims) resulting
in a rate of 0.26 per 100,000 population,” almost identical to the rate recorded in each of the previous four
years.

While the overall number of intimate partner homicides was stable between 2010 and 2011, there were some
differences by gender. The rate of intimate partner homicides committed against females increased by 19%,
the third increase in four years, while the rate for male victims declined by almost half. The rate for male
victims of intimate partner homicide (0.08 per 100,000 males) was the lowest recorded since data collection
began in 1961 (Chart 9).

7. Rates for intimate partners homicides presented in this report are not directly comparable with rates presented in reports using
population aged 15 and over. This report presents intimate partner homicide rates per 100,000 population in order to allow
comparisons with other rates presented in this report. Other reports express intimate partner homicide rates per 100,000
population aged 15 and over to correspond to the at-risk population. In 2011, this rate would be of 0.31 per 100,000 population
aged 15 and over.
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Chart 9
Intimate partner homicide, by sex of victim, Canada, 1981 to 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Of all intimate partner homicides in 2011, 36% were common-law, 36% were married and 26% were other
intimate partners.® Despite an increase in 2011, the number of homicides of legally married spouses
(including separated and divorced) has been declining since the early 1980s. The number of homicides of
common-law partners has been relatively stable over the past 30 years, while the number of other intimate

relationship homicides has doubled since 2003 (Chart 10).

8. The remaining 2% were same-sex couples, for which detailed information on marital status is not collected by the Homicide

Survey.
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Chart 10

Intimate partner homicide, by relationship type, Canada, 1981 to 2011
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Note: Includes current and former spouses. Same-sex spouses were removed from this analysis as the Homicide Survey does not
collect information on the legal status of same-sex unions. However, other intimate relationships include same-sex partners who

have never been married or in a common-law relationship.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Four in ten homicide victims are 18 to 34 years of age

Homicide victims are usually young. In 2011, more than 4 out of 10 victims (44%) were 18 to 34 years of
age. Young adults were particularly over-represented among victims killed by a handgun and in gang-related
homicides, accounting for about two-thirds of victims in both instances.

Homicide rates are highest for those 18 to 24 years of age, with a rate of 4.19 homicides per 100,000
population of that age group. Rates then gradually decline with age (Chart 11).

Chart 11
Homicides, by age of victim and accused, Canada, 2011
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Persons accused of homicide are usually young and male

Most persons accused of homicide are male. In 2011, they accounted for 90% of all persons accused of
homicide, a proportion that has remained relatively stable in recent years (Table 7). Accused persons were
also relatively young, with an average age of 32 years. Those aged 18 to 24 had the highest rate. Rates then
declined with age. The youngest age group, those aged 12 to 17, accounted for about 1 in 10 (8%) persons
accused of homicide in 2011.

For most persons accused of homicide, this was not their first offence. Nearly 6 in 10 (59%) accused persons
had a criminal record prior to the homicide, usually for another violent crime. Further, among those accused
of family-related homicide, police reported that 44% had a history of family violence with the victim.

More than half of homicides committed by a youth involved multiple accused

In 2011, 46 youth aged 12 to 17 were accused of homicide, 10 fewer than in 2010 and 33 fewer than in
2009 (Table 8).

More than half (57%) of these youth committed the homicide with at least one accomplice, compared to 31%
of accused persons 18 years of age and over. In about half (56%) of homicides involving a youth, the victim
was an acquaintance or had a criminal relationship with at least one of the accused. However, almost four in
ten (39%) victims did not know any of the accused. Further, police reported that one-third of all youth
accused of homicide were involved in a gang-related homicide in 2011.
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Text box 1
Homicide and suspected mental or developmental disorders

Since 1997, the Homicide Survey has collected information on whether the accused person was suffering
from a noted or suspected mental or developmental disorder at the time of the homicide. These disorders
can cover a wide range of problems such as schizophrenia, psychotic disorder, depression and fetal
alcohol syndrome. It should be noted that the information is based on the investigating police officer’s
assessment and does not reflect a diagnosis from a medical professional.

In 2011, police noted or suspected a mental or developmental disorder in 87 accused persons, or 19% of
accused for which this information was available.® The proportion of accused suspected to have a mental
or developmental disorder has generally been increasing since 2003 and, in 2011, was at its highest point
since the data became available in 1997.

Since 1997, the presence of a mental disorder was more likely to be observed among female accused
(20%) than among male accused (13%). The age of the accused is also a major factor. The older the
accused, the greater the probability that they were suspected of having a mental or developmental
disorder (Chart 12).

Chart 12
Persons accused of homicide with a suspected mental or developmental disorder,
by age group, Canada, 2011
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Note: This chart reports persons with a suspected mental or developmental disorder as a proportion of all accused within each
age category. Excludes accused persons for which this information was unknown.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey, 2011.

1. This information was not provided by police for 16% of all persons accused of homicide in 2011.
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Text box 2
Homicides related to occupation

Since 1997, the Homicide Survey began collecting information on homicides related to occupation of the
victim. Excluding illegal professions such as prostitution or drug trafficking, police identified 210 homicides
directly related to legal occupations since 1997.

Nearly one-quarter of all legal occupational homicides were related to the field of law enforcement or
private security, with a further one-quarter related to those employed in retail, hotel or bars/restaurants.
Factoring in the number of persons working in specific occupations, the highest at-risk occupation is a taxi
driver. Police officers, jewelers, service station attendants, security guards and correctional workers were
other at-risk occupations.

Persons whose principal “profession” consisted of illegal activities were also at risk to be a victim of
homicide. For example, since 1997, police reported that 1,147 drug traffickers and 99 prostitutes have
been killed as a direct result of their profession.*

In 2011, 17 persons were victims of homicide directly related to their legal occupation, including three
police officers and two real estate agents. There were also 49 drug dealers and 5 prostitutes killed as a
direct result of their activities.

1. Although prostitution is not illegal in Canada, many acts related to sex work are prohibited, such as public communication
for the purpose of prostitution, living off the avails of prostitution, and operating or using a bawdy house.

Text table 1
Homicide related to occupation, by occupation of victim, Canada, 1997 to 2011
Number of victims Average annual rate per 100,000
(1997 to 2011) population working in the occupation
Occupation number rate
Taxi driver 23 3.2
Police officer 26 2.6
Jeweler 2 2.4
Gas station attendant 9 1.9
Security guard and related
occupations 18 1.2
Correctional officer 3 1.1
Financial agent 3 0.8
Retail manager 19 0.4
Hotel and restaurant/bar manager 7 0.3
Realtor 3 0.3
Janitor 10 0.3

Note: Rates were calculated using population data from the 2006 Census by occupation.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey and 2006 Census.

About three-quarters of all homicides are solved

Slightly more than three-quarters (76%) of all homicides in 2011 were solved by police, similar to the
previous two years, but less than the proportion solved during the 1980s and 1990s (Chart 13). The
homicide clearance rate dropped steadily from the mid-1980s to 2008. It should be noted that some of the
currently unsolved homicides might be solved in future years, although the majority of homicides (70%) are
solved within one week (Li and Dauvergne 2006). Nevertheless, homicide has one of the highest clearance
rates among all offences (Hotton Mahony and Turner 2012).
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Chart 13
Solved homicides, Canada 1981 to 2011
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Note: The data reflects the proportion of solved homicides at the time the information was submitted to Statistics Canada.
Therefore, a certain number of homicides could be resolved at a later date, especially for the recent years.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Several factors can influence clearance rates. For example, gang-related homicides are particularly complex
(Hotton Mahony and Turner 2011). In 2011, more than half (57%) of gang-related homicides had not been
solved. Further, of all unsolved homicides in 2011, nearly 4 in 10 were gang-related. Also, homicides
committed by strangers may be more difficult to solve (Ousey and Lee 2010; Regoeczi et al. 2000).

The clearance rate for female homicide victims is higher than for male victims. This is partially due to the fact
that the majority of victims of gang-related homicides, which are more difficult to solve, are males, and the
majority of female victims were killed by someone known to them.

Clearance rates for homicides involving young adults as victims, particularly those 18 to 24 years of age, also
tend to be lower than average.
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Homicide trends in the provinces and territories

As is the case with crime in general, the homicide rate is generally higher in the western provinces and the
territories. In 2011, Nunavut, with 7 homicides, reported the highest rate at 21.0 homicides per 100,000
population, followed by the Northwest Territories at 6.9. For the fifth consecutive year, Manitoba had the highest
homicide rate (4.2) among the provinces, followed by Saskatchewan and Alberta. In contrast, Yukon reported the
lowest rate, with no homicides in 2011. It was followed by Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland and Labrador.

The increase in homicide rates in 2011 was greatest in Alberta (4+39%), Quebec (+24%) and Manitoba
(+16%). However, not all jurisdictions reported an increase. The homicide rate in Ontario dropped 16% in
2011 to the lowest rate in that province in more than 40 years.

Over the past decade, the national downward trend in homicide is seen in both Ontario and Quebec.
However, Nova Scotia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta have all seen their homicide rate increase by at
least 25% since 2001 (Chart 14).

Chart 14
Homicide rate, by province, 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey, 2011.

Newfoundland and Labrador and Prince Edward Island
The lowest homicide rates among the provinces

Four homicides were reported in Newfoundland and Labrador in 2011, the same as in 2010. Newfoundland
and Labrador recorded one of the lowest homicide rates in the country in 2011 (0.78 homicides per 100,000
population). Since 2001, 23 of the 45 homicide victims in the province were female, the only province where
the number of female victims exceeded the number of male victims.

Prince Edward Island recorded one homicide in 2011, the first since 2008. Since 2001, eight homicides were
recorded on the island, resulting in an average annual homicide rate of 0.52 per 100,000 population, the
lowest in the country. Prince Edward Island is also the only province not to have had a firearm homicide over
the last decade—the last shooting to have occurred was in 1989.
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Nova Scotia
Homicide rate in 2011 the highest in over a decade

Nova Scotia recorded 22 homicides in 2011, one more than the previous year (Chart 15). Its 2011 rate of
2.33 homicides per 100,000 population was the highest in the province since 1998 and the highest of any
province east of Manitoba.

Seven of the 22 homicides in 2011 were committed with a firearm, resulting in Nova Scotia having the
highest rate of firearm homicides among the provinces, tied with Alberta (0.74). There has also been an
increase in gang-related homicides in recent years, mainly in the Halifax CMA. Since 2001, there have been
16 gang-related homicides in Nova Scotia, including 14 in the past 5 years.

Chart 15
Homicides, Atlantic Provinces, 1981 to 2011
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Note: Due to small numbers, Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick have been grouped
together. See Table 1 for these provinces' separate data.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

New Brunswick
Homicide victims older than in other parts of the country

New Brunswick recorded eight homicides in 2011, one less than in 2010. Its homicide rate of 1.06 per
100,000 population was one of the lowest in the country. As well, Moncton was one of only four CMAs in the
country in 2011 to not record a homicide. New Brunswick also has the third-lowest average rate of firearm
homicides in the country over the past decade, trailing only Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland and
Labrador.

While young adults aged 18 to 24 are usually at highest risk of being homicide victims, they accounted for
8% of victims in New Brunswick since 2001, compared to an average of 22% across the country. In contrast,
victims aged 55 and over in the province accounted for 23% of victims compared to an average of 14%
across the country.

Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 19



Juristat Article—Homicide in Canada, 2011

Quebec
Increase in homicides in 2011

Quebec recorded 105 homicides in 2011, an increase of 25% over 2010 (Chart 16). The 2011 increase was
primarily attributable to a jump in non-spousal family-related homicides. While spousal homicides decreased
slightly, there were 26 non-spousal family homicides in Quebec in 2011, 16 more than in 2010. Nearly half
(46%) of these were committed against someone under 18 years of age.

Chart 16
Homicide, Quebec and Ontario, 1981 to 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Despite the increase in the province’s homicide rate, the 2011 rate was still less than half what it was in
1985. The drop over this period is partially explained by a decrease in firearm homicides, from 96 in 1985 to
33in 2011. The number of homicides committed by an acquaintance has also experienced a similar decline.

The homicide rate in Quebec is generally lower within CMAs than it is outside of CMAs. The rates in the CMAs
of Quebec, Sherbrooke, Trois-Rivieres and Saguenay were among the lowest in the country. Even Montreal,
the largest CMA in the province, reported a 2011 homicide rate lower than the Canadian average.

Ontario
Homicide rate at lowest point in 45 years

In 2011, Ontario recorded 161 homicides, 28 fewer than the previous year. The rate of 1.2 homicides per
100,000 population was the lowest recorded in the province since 1966 and almost half of what it was in
1991 (Chart 16).

In recent years, the number of gang-related homicides in Ontario has declined, from at least 27 per year
between 2005 and 2009 to 22 in 2010 and 20 in 2011. Similarly, the number of firearm homicides declined
from 85 in 2005 to 47 in 2011, the lowest number in more than a decade. In 2011, more victims died from
stabbings in Ontario than shootings.

The decrease in homicides in Ontario in 2011 was seen in both CMAs and non-CMAs. While Toronto was one
of the few CMAs to report a small increase in homicides in 2011, it should be noted that its 2010 rate was the
lowest in over a decade.
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Manitoba
Highest proportion of homicides committed by strangers

In 2011, police reported 53 homicides in Manitoba, 8 more than in 2010. This increase was driven by an
increase in the CMA of Winnipeg. Manitoba recorded the highest homicide rate (4.24 per 100,000 population)
among the provinces for the fifth consecutive year, almost double the rate it recorded in 1999 (2.28).

Manitoba reported the highest rate of gang-related homicides in 2011, with a rate more than triple the
national average. Manitoba is also the province with the highest proportion of homicides committed by
strangers. One-third (33%) of all solved homicides in Manitoba were committed by strangers in 2011, more
than double the national proportion of 15%.

Saskatchewan
Highest homicide rate since 2006

Saskatchewan recorded 38 homicides in 2011, 4 more than the previous year. The rate of 3.59 homicides per
100,000 population was the highest in that province since 2006 (Chart 17).

Chart 17
Homicides, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 1981 to 2011
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Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.

Compared to other western provinces, and despite a number of gang-related homicides, Saskatchewan has a
relatively low rate of firearm homicides. Since 2001, 16% of homicides in the province have been committed
with a firearm, which translates into an annual average rate of 0.56 firearm homicides per 100,000
population, just slightly above the national average. However, Saskatchewan has the highest rate of
homicides committed with a knife or other cutting instrument.
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Alberta
Tied for highest firearm homicide rate among provinces

Alberta recorded 109 homicides in 2011, 32 more than the previous year. Nearly half of these occurred in the
Edmonton CMA. Much of the increase was due to an almost doubling of homicides committed by a friend or
acquaintance. Family-related homicides remained relatively stable. As is the case for the other Prairie
provinces, the homicide rate in Alberta began to increase in the early 2000s (Chart 18).

Chart 18
Homicides, Alberta and British Columbia, 1981 to 2011
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In 2011, there were 28 homicides in Alberta committed with a firearm. Although this was much lower than
the peak of 42 firearm homicides in 2008, it did result in Alberta recording the highest rate of firearm
homicides (0.74) among the provinces, tied with Nova Scotia.

British Columbia
Lowest firearm homicide rate in over 40 years

British Columbia recorded 87 homicides in 2011, 4 more than in 2010. The rate of 1.9 homicides per 100,000

population was the lowest of any province west of Ontario and the second lowest in British Columbia, behind
2010, since the mid-1960s.

British Columbia generally has one of the highest rates of firearm homicides in the country. From 2001 to
2011, 37% of homicides in the province were committed with a firearm, for a rate of 0.8 per 100,000
population. However, in 2011, less than one-quarter of all homicides in British Columbia were committed
with a firearm. This resulted in a rate of 0.4, the lowest in the province in over 40 years.
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The territories
Highest average homicide rates

No homicides were committed in Yukon in 2011, the first time this has occurred since 2006. Although the
average homicide rate in Yukon over the past decade is higher than any of the provinces, it is lower than the
other territories (Chart 19). Close to two-thirds (64%) of homicides in Yukon since 2001 were committed by
an acquaintance or a friend. Homicides committed by family members accounted for the remaining 36%.
There hasn’t been a homicide committed by a stranger since 1999.

Chart 19
Homicides, Yukon and Northwest Territories, 1981 to 2011
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In 2011, three homicides were committed in the Northwest Territories, two more than the previous year. The
2011 rate of 6.9 homicides per 100,000 population was the second-highest in the country, behind only
Nunavut. However, homicide rates in the Northwest Territories since 1990 are about half of what they were
in the 1980s.

Nunavut recorded seven homicides in 2011, one more than in 2010. The rate of 21.0 homicides per 100,000
population was the highest in the country by a wide margin. Since 2001, Nunavut also has the highest
annual average homicide rate, at 13.6. Close to one-third (32%) of all homicides in Nunavut since 2001 were
committed by a spouse, and close to one-quarter (23%) were committed by another family member.
Nunavut has the highest rate of spousal homicide in the country.
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Homicide trends in metropolitan areas
Winnipeg, Halifax and Edmonton have highest rates in 2011

Although a large proportion of homicides in Canada fall into the 33 Census metropolitan areas (CMAs), two-
thirds of these CMAs reported a homicide rate below the national average in 2011 (Table 9 and Chart 20).

Chart 20
Homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2011
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In 2011, Winnipeg, Halifax and Edmonton recorded the highest homicide rates among CMAs. Winnipeg and
Halifax each recorded their highest humber of homicides and rate since 1981, when CMA data were first

tabulated.

In addition to having the highest homicide rate in 2011, with 39 homicides (5.08 homicides per 100,000
population), Winnipeg also has the second highest average rate over the past decade, trailing only Regina.

Halifax’s 18 homicides (4.41 per 100,000 population) were, by far, the most ever reported in that CMA since
1981. In recent years, Halifax has had a relatively high number of firearm and gang-related homicides.

With 50 homicides in 2011, 18 more than the previous year, Edmonton recorded its second highest (4.17)
homicide rate since 1981, just behind the 4.26 homicides per 100,000 population recorded in 2005. Since
2004, there have been at least 30 homicides each year in the Edmonton CMA. By contrast, the homicide rate
in Calgary has declined in recent years. Its 2011 homicide rate of 1.10 was the lowest in that CMA since

2003.
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Canada’s three largest metropolitan areas all reported increases in their 2011 homicide rates

Among Canada’s three largest CMAs, Vancouver reported the highest homicide rate (1.77) in 2011.
Vancouver recorded 43 homicides, 7 more than the previous year. Despite this increase, the 2011 rate was
the second lowest in that CMA since 1981. There were 15 firearm homicides in Vancouver in 2011, resulting
in a rate of 0.62 per 100,000 population, the lowest in that CMA since data were first tabulated in 1991.

With 86 homicides in 2011, 6 more than in 2010, Toronto recorded the most homicides of any CMA.
However, controlling for population, Toronto’s rate of 1.49 homicides per 100,000 population was well below
the national average of 1.73. Similar to Vancouver, Toronto reported a lower than average number of firearm
homicides (35). Toronto also reported its lowest rate of gang-related homicides (0.24) since 2002.

Montreal recorded 54 homicides in 2011 for a rate of 1.38 per 100,000 population. This was the lowest rate
among the three largest CMAs for the ninth consecutive year. However, similar to the two other large CMAs,
Montreal reported more homicides in 2011 than in 2010, up by four.

Summary

In 2011, 598 homicides were reported in Canada, 44 more than the previous year. At the same time that
there was an increase in homicides committed with a knife or other cutting instrument, the rate of homicides
per 100,000 population committed with a firearm dropped to its lowest level in almost 50 years. Homicides
committed by a friend or an acquaintance increased substantially in 2011, while those committed by a
stranger declined to their second lowest level in 40 years. On the other hand, family-related homicides and
gang-related homicides remained relatively stable.

The highest homicide rates in the country were reported in the territories, with the exception of Yukon being
the only jurisdiction to not report a homicide. Among the provinces, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta
recorded the highest rates. These provinces also reported the highest rates of gang-related homicides.
Alberta, Quebec and Manitoba reported the largest increases in homicides in 2011. Ontario, in contrast,
reported a decrease, reaching its lowest point in more than 40 years.

Winnipeg reported the highest homicide rate among all census metropolitan areas (CMAs). Halifax, which has
seen increases in both gang-related and firearm-related homicides in recent years, reported the second
highest rate, and the highest in that CMA since data became available in 1981. Edmonton reported the third
highest homicide rate. The three largest CMAs, Toronto, Montréal and Vancouver, all registered an increase
in homicides in 2011. However, two-thirds of CMAs reported rates below the national average.

Survey description

The Homicide Survey collects police-reported data on the characteristics of all homicide incidents, victims
and accused persons in Canada. The Homicide Survey began collecting information on all murders in 1961
and was expanded in 1974 to include all incidents of manslaughter and infanticide. Although details on these
incidents are not available prior to 1974, counts are available from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and
are included in the historical aggregate totals.

Whenever a homicide becomes known to police, the investigating police service completes the survey
questionnaires, which are then sent to Statistics Canada. There are cases where homicides become known to
police months or years after they occurred. These incidents are counted in the year in which they become
known to police. Information on persons accused of homicide are only available for solved incidents (i.e.
where at least one accused has been identified). Accused characteristics are updated as homicide cases are
solved and new information is submitted to the Homicide Survey. For incidents involving more than one
accused, only the relationship between the victim and the closest accused is recorded.

Additional data available without charge through CANSIM: tables 253-0001 to 253-0007.
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Table 1a
Number of homicides, by province or territory, 1981 to 2011

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.! Y.T. N.W.T.2 Nvt Canada
Year number

1981 4 1 11 17 186 170 41 29 73 110 1 5 648
1982 6 0 12 13 190 184 35 39 70 109 2 7 667
1983 6 0 13 11 190 202 40 33 75 108 1 3 682
1984 6 0 15 14 198 190 43 30 54 110 2 5 667
19853 5 1 26 14 219 193 26 28 63 113 6 10 704
1986 4 0 15 12 156 139 47 26 64 89 3 14 569
1987 5 0 14 20 174 204 44 30 73 78 0 2 644
1988 7 1 11 8 154 186 31 23 66 80 1 8 576
1989 5 1 16 18 215 175 43 22 67 86 2 7 657
1990 0 1 9 12 184 182 39 36 74 110 1 12 660
1991 10 2 21 17 181 245 42 21 84 128 0 3 754
1992 2 0 21 11 166 242 29 32 92 122 2 13 732
1993 7 2 19 11 159 192 31 30 49 120 0 7 627
1994 4 1 19 15 126 192 29 24 66 113 3 4 596
1995 5 1 17 14 135 181 27 21 60 120 4 3 588
1996 7 1 18 9 154 187 45 32 53 125 0 4 635
1997 7 0 24 8 132 178 31 25 61 116 1 3 586
1998 7 1 24 5 137 156 33 33 64 90 3 5 . 558
1999 2 1 13 9 137 162 26 13 61 110 1 1 2 538
2000 6 3 15 10 150 156 30 26 59 85 2 1 3 546
2001 1 2 9 8 140 170 34 27 70 84 1 4 3 553
2002 2 1 9 9 118 178 36 27 70 126 0 4 2 582
2003 5 1 8 8 99 178 43 41 64 94 1 4 3 549
2004 2 0 14 7 111 187 50 39 86 113 7 4 4 624
2005 11 0 20 9 100 219 49 43 108 101 1 0 2 663
2006 7 1 16 7 93 196 39 42 95 108 0 0 2 606
2007 3 0 13 8 90 202 61 30 88 88 2 2 7 594
2008 5 2 12 3 92 176 54 30 110 117 3 3 4 611
2009 1 0 15 12 88 178 57 36 95 118 2 2 6 610
2010 4 0 21 9 84 189 45 34 77 83 1 1 6 554
2011 4 1 22 8 105 161 53 38 109 87 0 3 7 598

.. not available for a specific reference period

1. As a result of investigations in Port Coquitlam, B.C., there were 5 homicides reported in 2007, 5 reported in 2004, 7 reported
in 2003 and 15 included in 2002 that occurred in previous years.

2. Includes Nunavut prior to 1999.

3. Excludes 329 victims in the Air India incident.

Note: There is a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are
counted according to the year in which they become known to police.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 1b
Homicide rates, by province or territory, 1981 to 2011

Percent

change for

Canada from

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.! Y.T. N.W.T.2 Nvt Canada previous year

Year rate percent
1981 0.70 0.81 1.29 2.41 2.84 193 3.96 297 3.18 3.90 4.18 10.51 . 2.61 8.12
1982 1.04 0.00 1.40 1.84 2.89 2.06 3.34 395 296 3.79 8.17 14.14 . 2.66 1.71
1983 1.04 0.00 1.50 1.54 2.88 2.23 3.77 3.29 3.14 3.72 4.23 5.88 . 2.69 1.24
1984 1.03 0.00 1.71 1.94 2.99 2.07 4.01 295 2.26 3.73 8.36 9.51 . 2.60 -3.12
19853 0.86 0.78 2.94 193 3.29 2.08 2.40 2.73 2.62 3.80 24.63 18.38 . 2.72 4.59
1986 0.69 0.00 1.69 1.65 2.33 1.47 4.31 253 2.63 2.96 12.26 25.60 . 2.18 -19.98
1987 0.87 0.00 1.57 2.75 2.57 2.12 4.01 290 3.00 2.56 0.00 3.63 . 2.43 11.69
1988 1.22 0.77 1.23 1.10 2.25 1.89 2.81 2.24 2.69 2.57 3.76 14.37 . 2.15 -11.72
1989 0.87 0.77 1.77 2.45 3.10 1.73 3.90 2.16 2.69 2.69 7.38 12.27 . 2.41 12.03
1990 0.00 0.77 0.99 1.62 2.63 1.77 3.53 3.57 291 3.34 3.60 20.37 . 2.38 -1.05
1991 1.73 1.53 2.29 2.28 2.56 2.35 3.79 2.09 3.24 3.79 0.00 4.92 . 2.69 12.88
1992 0.34 0.00 2.28 1.47 2.34 2.29 2.61 3.19 3.49 3.52 6.64 20.86 . 2.58 -4.07
1993 1.21 1,51 2.06 1.47 222 1.80 2.77 298 1.84 3.36 0.00 11.04 . 2.19 -15.28
1994 0.70 0.75 2.05 2.00 1.75 1.77 2.58 2.38 2.44 3.07 10.10 6.15 . 2.06 -5.98
1995 0.88 0.74 1.83 1.86 1.87 1.65 2.39 2.07 2.19 3.18 13.14 4.52 . 2.01 -2.36
1996 1.25 0.74 1.93 1.20 2.13 1.69 3.97 3.14 191 3.23 0.00 5.93 . 2.14 6.87
1997 1.27 0.00 2.57 1.06 1.81 1.59 2.73 2.46 2.16 294 3.15 4.44 . 1.96 -8.63
1998 1.30 0.74 2.58 0.67 1.88 1.37 2.90 3.24 2.21 2.26 9.63 7.44 . 1.85 -5.57
1999 0.37 0.73 1.39 1.20 1.87 1.41 2.28 1.28 2.07 2.74 3.25 2.46 7.46 1.77 -4.37
2000 1.14 2.20 1.61 1.33 2.04 1.34 2.61 258 196 2.10 6.57 2.47 10.91 1.78 0.54
2001 0.19 1.46 0.97 1.07 1.89 1.43 295 2.70 2.29 2.06 3.32 9.79 10.66 1.78 0.20
2002 0.38 0.73 0.96 1.20 1.59 1.47 3.11 2.71 2.24 3.07 0.00 9.60 6.94 1.86 4.12
2003 0.96 0.73 0.85 1.07 1.32 1.45 3.69 4.11 2.01 2.28 3.23 9.40 10.23 1.74 -6.52
2004 0.39 0.00 1.49 0.93 1.47 1.51 4.26 3.91 2.65 2.72 22.24 9.24 13.40 1.95 12.59
2005 2.14 0.00 2.13 1.20 1.32 1.75 4.16 4.33 3.25 2.41 3.13 0.00 6.59 2.06 5.25
2006 1.37 0.73 1.71 0.94 1.22 1.55 3.29 4.23 2.78 2.55 0.00 0.00 6.49 1.86 -9.53
2007 0.59 0.00 1.39 1.07 1.17 1.58 5.11 3.00 2.51 2.04 6.14 4,59 22.38 1.80 -3.03
2008 0.99 143 1.28 0.40 1.19 1.36 4.48 296 3.06 2.67 9.06 6.87 12.65 1.83 1.66
2009 0.20 0.00 1.60 1.60 1.12 1.36 4.68 3.50 2.59 2.65 5.94 4.58 18.61 1.81 -1.38
2010 0.78 0.00 2.22 1.20 1.06 1.43 3.65 3.26 2.07 1.83 2.89 2.28 18.27 1.62 -10.24
2011 0.78 0.69 2.33 1.06 1.32 1.20 4.24 3.59 2.88 1.90 0.00 6.87 21.01 1.73 6.83

.. not available for a specific reference period

1. As a result of investigations in Port Coquitlam, B.C., there were 5 homicides reported in 2007, 5 reported in 2004, 7 reported
in 2003 and 15 included in 2002 that occurred in previous years.

2. Includes Nunavut prior to 1999.

3. Excludes 329 victims in the Air India incident.

Note: There is a small number of homicides included in a given year's total that occurred in previous years. Homicides are
counted according to the year in which they become known to police.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 2
Homicides, by method, Canada, 2001 to 2011

Strangulation

Shooting Stabbing Beating or suffocation Vehicle Poisoning

number number number number number number

of of of of of of
Year victims % victims % victims % victims % victims % victims %
2001 171 314 171 31.4 122 22.4 47 8.6 5 0.9 8 1.5
2002 152 27.1 182 32.5 126  22.5 67 12.0 7 1.3 3 0.5
2003 161 30.6 142  26.9 121 23.0 65 12.3 6 1.1 6 1.1
2004 173 28.3 205 33.6 137 22.4 63 10.3 6 1.0 8 1.3
2005 223 34.4 198 30.6 144  22.2 47 7.3 4 0.6 7 1.1
2006 190 32.0 210 354 119 20.1 48 8.1 9 1.5 1 0.2
2007 188 32.9 190 33.3 118 20.7 52 9.1 16 2.8 0 0.0
2008 201 33.7 201 33.7 123 20.6 45 7.5 9 1.5 5 0.8
2009 182 30.5 210 35.2 118 19.8 46 7.7 13 2.2 9 1.5
2010" 171  32.0 165 30.8 116 21.7 41 7.7 17 3.2 4 0.7
2011 158 27.4 204 354 125 21.7 40 6.9 15 2.6 3 0.5

Table 2 (continued)
Homicides, by method, Canada, 2001 to 2011

Fire (smoke

inhalation, Shaken baby
burns) syndrome Other! Unknown Total

number number number number number

of of of of of
Year victims % victims %o victims % victims % victims %
2001 8 1.5 8 1.5 5 0.9 8 553 100
2002 9 1.6 8 1.4 6 1.1 22 582 100
2003 12 2.3 8 1.5 6 1.1 22 549 100
2004 13 2.1 5 0.8 1 0.2 13 624 100
2005 10 1.5 12 1.9 3 0.5 15 663 100
2006 12 2.0 3 0.5 1 0.2 13 606 100
2007 4 0.7 2 04 1 0.2 23 594 100
2008" 7 1.2 3 0.5 3 0.5 14 611 100
2009 12 2.0 4 0.7 2 0.3 14 610 100
2010" 11 2.1 4 0.7 6 1.1 19 554 100
2011 21 3.6 4 0.7 7 1.2 21 598 100

... not applicable

" revised

1. Other includes exposure/hypothermia, starvation/dehydration, and other methods not otherwise specified.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Estimates prior to 2011 may differ from previously published
figures due to ongoing updates to the data files as new information becomes available.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 3
Homicides involving firearms, by type of firearm, Canada, 2001 to 2011

Type of firearm

Sawed-off rifle Fully automatic
Handgun Rifle or shotgun or shotgun firearm

number number number number

of of of of
Year victims percent? victims percent? victims percent? victims percent?
2001 110 65.5 46 27.4 7 4.2 3 1.8
2002 98 66.7 40 27.2 6 4.1 3 2.0
2003 110 70.1 32 20.4 13 8.3 2 1.3
2004 112 67.5 37 22.3 15 9.0 2 1.2
2005 130 62.5 59 28.4 11 5.3 7 3.4
2006 110 62.2 38 21.5 25 14.1 2 1.1
2007" 126 70.8 32 18.0 17 9.6 2 1.1
2008" 124 68.5 35 19.3 17 9.4 4 2.2
2009 113 68.1 32 19.3 14 8.4 6 3.6
2010 101 63.9 36 22.8 14 8.9 5 3.2
2011 94 65.7 30 21.0 15 10.5 2 1.4

Table 3 (continued)
Homicides involving firearms, by type of firearm, Canada, 2001 to 2011

Type of firearm

Firearm-like

weapons? Unknown Total
Homicides
number number number involving firearms
of of of as a percent of
Year victims percent? victims percent? victims total homicides®
2001 2 1.2 3 171 31.4
2002 0 0.0 5 152 27.1
2003 0 0.0 4 161 30.6
2004 0 0.0 7 173 28.3
2005 1 0.5 15 223 34.4
2006 2 1.1 13 190 32.0
20077 1 0.6 10 188 32.9
2008" 1 0.6 20 201 33.7
2009" 1 0.6 16 182 30.5
2010" 2 1.3 13 171 32.0
2011 2 1.4 15 158 27.4

... not applicable

" revised

1. Firearm-like weapons include, for example, nail gun, pellet gun, etc.

2. Percent of homicides involving a firearm (excluding homicides where type of firearm is unknown).

3. Incidents with an unknown cause of death were excluded from the total for the calculation of percentages.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Estimates prior to 2011 may differ from previously published
figures due to ongoing updates to the data files as new information becomes available.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 4
Firearm-related and gang-related homicides, selected census metropolitan areas, 2011

Firearm-related homicides

2011 2001 to 2010

percent of annual percent of
Census metropolitan total average total
areal number rate? homicides? number rate? homicides®
Toronto 35 0.61 40.7 445 0.84 47.5
Montréal 19 0.48 35.8 208 0.56 37.1
Vancouver 15 0.62 38.5 213 0.96 43.9
Ottawa* 3 0.32 27.3 27 0.30 27.8
Calgary 3 0.24 23.1 56 0.50 25.8
Edmonton 13 1.08 27.7 99 0.93 31.1
Winnipeg 8 1.04 20.5 59 0.82 23.6
Québec 0 0.00 0.0 2 0.03 4.7
Hamilton 0 0.00 0.0 16 0.23 16.3
Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo 0 0.00 0.0 5 0.10 11.6
Halifax 7 1.72 38.9 26 0.68 35.6

Table 4 (continued)
Firearm-related and gang-related homicides, selected census metropolitan areas, 2011

Gang-related homicides

2011 2001 to 2010
Census percent of annual percent of
metropolitan total average total
areal number rate?  homicides number rate? homicides
Toronto 14 0.24 16.3 209 0.39 22.1
Montréal 15 0.38 27.8 141 0.38 25.0
Vancouver 9 0.37 20.9 125 0.57 23.3
Ottawa* 3 0.32 27.3 11 0.12 10.3
Calgary 1 0.08 7.1 46 0.41 20.9
Edmonton® 11 0.92 22.0 84 0.79 25.6
Winnipeg 10 1.30 25.6 49 0.68 19.3
Québec 1 0.13 33.3 4 0.06 8.9
Hamilton 0 0.00 0.0 9 0.13 9.0
Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo 0 0.00 0.0 4 0.08 9.1
Halifax 2 0.49 11.1 9 0.23 12.2

1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around an urban core. A CMA
must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other
adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the urban core, as measured by commuting flows derived
from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography
Division.

3. The calculation excludes those homicides where the information was unknown.

4. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa-Gatineau CMA.

5. Includes one homicide committed in a detention centre.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey, 2011.
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Table 5
Number of gang-related homicides, by region, 2001 to 2011
Atlantic Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan

Year number rate! number rate! number rate! number rate! number rate!
2001 0 0.00 23 0.31 19 0.16 4 0.35 1 0.10
2002 0 0.00 7 0.09 19 0.16 4 0.35 0 0.00
2003 1 0.04 15 0.20 38 0.31 6 0.52 4 0.40
2004 0 0.00 18 0.24 17 0.14 5 0.43 4 0.40
2005 1 0.04 24 0.32 31 0.25 5 0.42 5 0.50
2006 1 0.04 23 0.30 27 0.21 7 0.59 9 0.91
2007 2 0.09 22 0.29 29 0.23 11 0.92 9 0.90
2008 1 0.04 21 0.27 31 0.24 14 1.16 2 0.20
2009 5 0.21 21 0.27 34 0.26 12 0.98 4 0.39
2010 5 0.21 19 0.24 22 0.17 5 0.41 10 0.96
2011 3 0.13 21 0.26 20 0.15 12 0.96 9 0.85

Table 5 (continued)
Number of gang-related homicides, by region, 2001 to 2011

Alberta British Columbia Territories Canada
Year number rate! number rate® number rate! number rate!
2001 4 0.13 10 0.25 0 0.00 61 0.20
2002 9 0.29 7 0.17 0 0.00 46 0.15
2003 8 0.25 12 0.29 0 0.00 84 0.27
2004 14 0.43 16 0.39 0 0.00 74 0.23
2005 23 0.69 16 0.38 0 0.00 105 0.33
2006 22 0.64 13 0.31 0 0.00 102 0.31
2007 20 0.57 24 0.56 1 0.93 118 0.36
2008 35 0.97 34 0.78 0 0.00 138 0.41
2009 13 0.35 35 0.78 0 0.00 124 0.37
2010 11 0.30 23 0.51 0 0.00 95 0.28
2011 16 0.42 14 0.31 0 0.00 95 0.28

1. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography
Division.

Note: Previous to 2005, police were asked if the homicide was 'gang-related'. Beginning in 2005, the question was amended to
give police the option of specifying whether the homicide was: (a) confirmed as gang-related or (b) 'suspected' as being gang-
related. As such, it is possible that a small number of 'suspected' gang-related incidents were excluded from the figures prior to
2005.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 6
Solved homicides, by accused-victim relationship, Canada, 2011
Average
2011 2001 to 2010
Relationship type! number of number of
(Victim killed by) victims percent victims percent
Family relationship 145 32.6 158 34.9
Spousal relationship 66 14.9 76 16.2
Legal husband/wife 23 5.2 26 5.8
Common-law partner 29 6.5 29 6.5
Separated or divorced husband/wife 9 2.0 13 2.9
Separated common-law partner? 3 0.7 7 1.6
Same-sex spouse> 2 0.5 1 0.2
Other family relationship 79 17.8 85 18.8
Father or mother* 27 6.1 31 6.8
Son or daughter® 23 5.2 21 4.6
Sibling 13 2.9 10 2.2
Extended family® 16 3.6 23 5.1
Acquaintance 213 47.9 171 37.7
Close friend 33 7.4 31 7.0
Intimate relationship® 23 5.3 19 4.2
Neighbour 21 4.7 13 2.8
Authority figure 7 1.6 2 0.3
Business relationship (legal) 10 2.3 8 1.8
Casual acquaintance 119 26.7 98 21.7
Criminal relationship’ 19 4.3 50 11.2
Stranger 68 15.3 73 16.2
Unknown relationship 9 4
Total solved homicides® 454 100.0 452 100.0
Unsolved homicides 144 139
Total homicides 598 595

... not applicable

1. Includes homicides with a known accused. If there were more than one accused, only the closest relationship to the victim was

recorded.

2. Separated common-law husband and separated common-law wife were not introduced to the survey until 2005; therefore the
average number and percent are calculated from 2005 to 2010.
3. Includes current and former same-sex spouses.

4. Includes biological, adopted, step and foster relationships.

5. Includes nieces, nephews, grandchildren, uncles, aunts, cousins, in-laws, etc. related by blood, marriage (including common-

law) or adoption.

6. Includes current and former dating relationships, same-sex dating relationships as well as other intimate relationships.
7. Includes, for example, prostitutes, drug dealers and their clients, loan sharks, and gang members. It should be noted that

some homicides are scored as the relationship the police considers to be the most relevant. As such, certain homicides where the

victim had a criminal relationship with the accused may have been scored as another type of relationship.

8. Includes homicides with a known accused.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey, 2011.
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Table 7

Homicide victims and accused persons, by sex, Canada, 2001 to 2011

Victims Accused persons

Males Females Total' Males Females Total?
Year number percent® number percent®* number number percent® number percent® number
2001 392 70.9 161 29.1 553 449 87.5 64 12.5 515
2002 376 64.6 206 35.4 582 484 89.1 59 10.9 544
2003 391 71.2 158 28.8 549 490 88.8 62 11.2 552
2004" 425 68.1 199 31.9 624 535 89.6 62 10.4 597
20057 483 72.9 180 27.1 663 599 90.5 63 9.5 662
2006" 444 73.3 162 26.7 606 504 87.2 74 12.8 578
20077 431 72.6 163 27.4 594 492 89.8 56 10.2 549
2008" 465 76.1 146 23.9 611 469 90.2 51 9.8 520
20097 450 73.8 160 26.2 610 497 89.2 60 10.8 557
2010" 400 72.5 152 27.5 554 482 88.6 62 11.4 544
2011 422 70.6 176 29.4 598 494 89.8 56 10.2 551

" revised

1. Totals include a small number of victims whose sex was reported by police as unknown.

2. Totals include a small number of accused persons whose sex was reported by police as unknown.

3. Homicides where the sex was unknown were excluded from the calculation of percentages.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Estimates prior to 2011 may differ from previously published
figures due to ongoing updates to the data files as new information becomes available.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 8
Youth (12 to 17 years) accused of homicide, Canada, 2001 to 2011

Male Female Total Youth as a percent of
Year number rate! number rate! number rate! total accused persons
2001 27 2.11 5 0.41 32 1.28 6.2
2002 33 2.54 9 0.73 42 1.66 7.7
2003 52 3.96 10 0.80 62 2.43 11.2
2004 39 2.95 5 0.40 44 1.70 7.4
2005 62 4.64 10 0.79 72 2.76 10.9
2006 73 5.43 12 0.94 85 3.24 14.7
2007 67 5.00 8 0.63 75 2.87 13.7
2008 51 3.86 4 0.32 55 2.13 10.6
2009 73 5.63 6 0.48 79 3.12 14.2
2010 51 4.01 5 0.41 56 2.25 10.3
2011 40 3.20 6 0.50 46 1.89 8.3

1. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography
Division.
Note: Figures in this table may not match those from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, as that survey includes those under

the age of 12 in youth counts. Estimates prior to 2011 may differ from previously published figures due to ongoing updates to the

data files as new information becomes available.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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Table 9
Homicides, by census metropolitan area, 2010 and 2011
Annual

average rate
Census 2011 2010 2001 to 2011
metropolitan number of number of
areal victims rate? victims rate? rate?
Winnipeg 39 5.08 22 2.82 3.51
Halifax 18 4.41 11 2.72 1.92
Edmonton? 50 4.17 32 2.72 3.07
Thunder Bay 4 3.33 5 4.16 1.86
Regina 7 3.15 8 3.68 3.67
Saint John 3 2.90 2 1.94 0.92
Peterborough® 3 2.44 2 1.64 0.83
Saskatoon 6 2.16 10 3.68 2.88
St. John's 4 2.12 2 1.07 0.67
London 9 1.80 9 1.82 1.30
Vancouver 43 1.77 36 1.51 2.43
Victoria 6 1.66 5 1.39 1.19
Gatineau® 5 1.60 1 0.33 1.15
Toronto 86 1.49 80 1.40 1.78
Brantford* 2 1.43 1 0.72 1.16
Montréal 54 1.38 50 1.29 1.53
Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo 7 1.32 4 0.76 0.90
Ottawa® 11 1.16 13 1.39 1.20
Kelowna* 2 1.10 3 1.66 2.06
Calgary 14 1.10 15 1.20 1.98
Hamilton 7 0.95 12 1.66 1.43
Guelph?* 1 0.79 0 0.00 0.66
Saguenay 1 0.69 0 0.00 0.74
Trois-Riviéres 1 0.67 0 0.00 0.82
Abbotsford-Mission’ 1 0.56 4 2.28 2.98
Sherbrooke 1 0.53 1 0.53 0.36
Barrie* 1 0.50 2 1.01 1.03
St. Catharines-Niagara’ 2 0.45 4 0.90 1.42
Québec 3 0.40 6 0.80 0.62
Windsor 1 0.30 0 0.00 1.48
Kingston 0 0.00 3 1.87 1.67
Greater Sudbury 0 0.00 4 2.44 1.60
Moncton* 0 0.00 3 2.20 1.20
Oshawa 0 0.00 6 1.51 1.18
Canada 598 1.73 554 1.62 1.83

1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around an urban core. A CMA
must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other
adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the urban core, as measured by commuting flows derived
from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

2. Rates are calculated per 100,000 population using revised July 1st population estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography
Division.

3. Includes three homicides committed in a detention centre in 2011.

4. Moncton, Kelowna, Peterborough, Barrie, Brantford and Guelph became CMAs in 2006. Average number and rate are calculated
from 2006 to 2011.

5. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa-Gatineau CMA.

6. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa—-Gatineau CMA.

7. Includes one homicide committed in a detention centre in 2011.

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey.
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