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Symbols  
 
.  not available for any reference period  

..  not available for a specific reference period 

...  not applicable 

0  true zero or a value rounded to zero 

0s  value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was 

rounded  

p  preliminary 

r  revised 

x  suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements of the Statistics Act 

E  use with caution 

F  too unreliable to be published 
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Highlights  
 

 According to 2008 police-reported data, dating relationships accounted for more than one quarter of 
all violent incidents and almost one third of all homicides perpetrated by intimate partners.  

 Among female victims, the highest rates of dating violence involved victims between the ages of 30 
and 34 (591 per 100,000 unmarried population), while for males it was 35 to 39 years of age (132 
per 100,000 unmarried population). 

 More than 8 in 10 victims of police-reported dating violence were female, but this difference 
narrowed with age. Rates of dating violence were higher for female than male victims at a margin of 
nearly 10 to 1 for those 15 to 19 years of age, and decline with age, with near parity in rates for 
individuals 55 years of age and older.  

 The most frequently committed violent offence in dating relationships was common assault (level 1) 
(50%), the least serious form of physical assault. Following common assault, other offences included 
criminal harassment (14%), uttering threats (12%), major assault (11%), indecent and harassing 
phone calls (6%), forcible confinement and related offences (3%), and sexual assault (3%). 

 From 2004 to 2008, there has been a steady increase in rates of police-reported dating violence for 
both male and female victims across all age groups. 

 Incidents involving female victims (71%) were more likely to result in police charges than those 
involving male victims (57%). Sex differences in charging were highest among youth 15 to 19 and 
narrowed by age group, with a similar proportion of incidents leading to charges for male and 
female victims 55 years of age and older.  

 According to police-reported data, approximately 10% of male victims and 1% of female victims of 
dating violence involved same-sex dating relationships. The types of offences perpetrated in same-
sex relationships, as well as the prevalence of injury and weapon use, did not differ substantially 
from incidents involving opposite-sex dating relationships.  
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Police-reported dating violence in Canada, 2008 

by Tina Hotton Mahony 
 
According to results of the National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth (NLSCY), approximately 
71%1 of youth in Canada report being in a dating relationship by the age of 15. Among those that have 
engaged in a dating relationship, 55% had their first dating relationship by the age of 12. Although dating 
violence occurs at any stage of life, most of the Canadian research published to date has focused on high 
school, college or university students (Wekerle et al., 2009, Ellis et al., 2009, Straus, 2004 and DeKeseredy & 
Kelly, 1993). The prevalence of dating violence varies by study, depending on the definition of violence used 
and the age of respondents. The 1993 Violence Against Women Survey (VAWS) found that 16% of women 
had experienced physical or sexual violence in a dating relationship since the age of 16. Estimates of 
physical and sexual coercion among college students are even higher, ranging from 20% to 30% (Wekerle 
et al., 1999). Like spousal violence, the consequences of dating violence victimization are many, and include 
lower psychological well-being as well as physical health problems (Cornelius et al., 2009).   
 
This report examines the prevalence and characteristics of incidents of police-reported dating violence in 
Canada. This study focuses on the population 15 years of age and older. This sample was selected to draw 
comparisons between the characteristics of dating violence incidents with previous analyses of police-
reported spousal violence in Canada. Incidents of dating violence involving younger victims between the 
ages of 12 and 14 are examined separately (see Text Box 3). 
 

 
Text Box 1 
How this study measures dating violence    
 
This Juristat article defines dating relationships as those between current or former boyfriends and 
girlfriends as well as “other intimate relationships”.2 For the purpose of this analysis, incidents involving 
boyfriends and girlfriends living with the suspect at the time of the offence were removed from the sample 
since these may be considered common-law relationships3 rather than dating relationships.  
 
As with spousal violence, the Criminal Code does not have specific offences pertaining to dating violence. 
However, the Incident based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey and the Homicide Survey collect annual 
data on incidents of violence that were reported to police as well as detailed information about their victims 
and offenders. Using both of these data sources, it is possible to examine incidents of violence perpetrated 
by dating partners by identifying the relationship between the victim and the accused. In this study, 
violence includes physical violence (such as homicide, assault, sexual assault, threats) as well as 
harassment.  
 
Disclosing intimate relationship violence can be difficult for many victims. Results of the 2004 General 
Social Survey (GSS) found that most victims of spousal violence (72%) did not report the abuse to police. 
In fact, only 36% of female victims and 17% of male victims had contact with police as a result of the 
abuse (Mihorean, 2005). Therefore, this study only a portion of incidents of violence perpetrated in dating 
relationships. 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n1a
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r1
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r2
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r3
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r4
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r4
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r5
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r5
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r6
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#a16
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n1
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n2
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#a17
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#a18
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r7
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Prevalence of police-reported dating violence 

Close to 23,000 incidents of dating violence were reported to police in 2008. Dating violence represented 
7% of total violent crimes in 2008, and about one quarter of all intimate partner violence (28%) (Table 1).4 
Similar to incidents of spousal violence, a large proportion of dating violence occurs once the relationship 
has ended. More than half (57%) of dating violence incidents in 2008 were perpetrated by a former partner 
(Table 2).  
 
Victims of dating violence most likely to be female 

As is the case for spousal violence (Taylor-Butts, 2009; Bressan, 2008), females accounted for the majority 
of victims of police-reported dating violence in 2008. Over 8 in 10 victims of violence in dating relationships 
were female. This rate was similar for both current and former boyfriend/girlfriend relationships. The ratio 
of female to male victims was lower for “other intimate relationships” with females accounting for nearly 
two-thirds (62%) of victims (Chart 1). This difference may be attributed in part to the relatively high 
proportion of same-sex relationships classified as other intimate relationships (see Text Box 2). 
 

Chart 1  
Females most likely victims of dating violence, 2008 
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1. Includes a person with whom the victim had a sexual relationship or a mutual sexual attraction but to which none of the other 
relationship options apply. 
Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or age of the victim was unknown. The 
2008 data are based upon information reported by police services covering 98% of the population of Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 

Differences in rates of dating violence between the sexes decline with age 

According to police-reported data, those between 30 and 39 years of age were at highest risk of being 
victims of dating violence and these rates declined steadily with age (Chart 2).5 Among female victims, the 
highest rates of dating violence involved victims between the ages of 30 and 34 (591 per 100,000 
unmarried population), while for males it was 35 to 39 years of age (132 per 100,000 unmarried 
population). 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n3
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl02-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r9
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#a15
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n4
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Chart 2  
For females the highest rates of dating violence involved victims aged 30 to 34, and those aged 35 to 
39 for males, 2008 
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0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

15 to
19 years

20 to
24 years

25 to
29 years

30 to
34 years

35 to
39 years

40 to
44 years

45 to
49 years

50 to
54 years

55 years
and over

Female victims

Male victims

 

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or the age of the victim was 
unknown. Includes victims aged 15 to 98. Dating violence refers to violence committed by current and former boyfriends/girlfriends 
and other intimate partners. The 2008 data are based upon information reported by police services covering 98% of the population of 
Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 

Most studies of self-reported dating violence (see Archer, 2000) indicate that young people between the 
ages of 15 and 24 have the highest risk of dating violence. Police-reported statistics confirm that out of the 
total population, the number of dating violence victims is highest among this age group (representing 43% 
of incidents). This reflects the fact that dating relationships are highest among young people, and decline 
with age, as more individuals marry or move into common-law relationships.6 Consequently, when rates of 
dating violence for this study were calculated based on the unmarried population instead of the total 
population, per capita rates were higher among people in their 30s than their 20s.  
 
The rate of dating violence experienced by females during the teenage years was relatively high in comparison to 
young male victims. Rates of dating violence were higher for female than male victims at a margin of nearly 10 
to 1 for those 15 to 19 years of age, and decline with age, with near parity in rates for individuals 55 years of 
age and older (Chart 2).  
 
Increase in police-reported rates of dating violence  

From 2004 to 2008, there has been a steady increase in rates of police-reported dating violence (Chart 3).7 Rates 
of dating violence for females have increased 40%, from 2004 to 2008.8 Rates for male victims followed a similar 
pattern, increasing 47% over this time period. Increases in dating violence over the 5-year reference period were 
found across all age groups.9 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r10
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n5
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n6
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n7
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n8
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Chart 3 
Increase in rates of dating violence for male and female victims, 2004 to 2008  
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Note: Excludes incidents where the sex of the victim was unknown. Includes victims aged 15 to 98. Dating violence refers to violence 
committed by current and former boyfriends/girlfriends and other intimate partners. Incident-based trend data are reported by a 
subset of police services that have been consistently reporting to the UCR2 Survey since 1999. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Trend Database. 

Trends in dating violence vary considerably from those of spousal violence, where a steady decrease in 
police-reported violence has been recorded for female victims since 1998 (Taylor-Butts, 2009; Bressan, 
2008). It is unclear if the rise in police-reported dating violence reflects an actual increase in violence 
perpetrated in dating relationships. Alternative explanations may include a greater willingness among 
victims of dating violence to contact police, and/or a shift among police to lay criminal charges in incidents 
of dating violence as was documented for spousal violence in the 1990’s (Johnson and Hotton, 2001; 
Federal-Provincial-Territorial Working Group, 2003).  
 
Common assault most likely offence in dating violence 

According to 2008 police-reported data, the most frequently committed violent offence in dating 
relationships was common assault (level 1) (50%), the least serious form of physical assault. Following 
common assault, other offences included criminal harassment (14%), uttering threats (12%), major assault 
involving a weapon and/or causing bodily harm (level 2 or 3) (11%), indecent and harassing phone calls 
(6%), forcible confinement and related offences (3%), and sexual assault10 (3%) (Table 3). The types of 
offences committed in dating relationships were similar to those in spousal relationships (see Taylor-Butts, 
2009). The only notable differences were that criminal harassment, uttering threats and indecent or 
harassing phone calls made up a larger share of dating violence than spousal violence incidents. These 
stalking type offences may be more likely to transpire in dating relationships than in current spousal 
relationships (AuCoin, 2005) due to the fact that the victim and the  offender do not live together.  
 
While the types of criminal offences committed against female and male victims of dating violence were 
similar, there were a few exceptions. For example, almost all sexual assaults as well as forcible 
confinement and related offences involved female victims. Similar to studies of spousal violence (Taylor-
Butts, 2009; Brzozowski, 2004), major assaults made up a larger proportion of incidents involving male 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r9
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r9
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r11
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r12
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n9
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r13
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r14
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victims (17%) than female victims (9%). This may be due to the fact that male victims were more likely to 
have a weapon used against them leading to charges of assault with a weapon (Table 5).  
 
It is important to note that even though male victims of dating violence reported a higher proportion of 
incidents involving major assault, overall, female victims continue to have higher rates of major assault. 
Female victims of dating violence reported major assault at a rate that was more than double the rate for 
male victims (27 per 100,000 population for female victims compared to 11 per 100,000 for male victims). 

 
Similar proportion of male and female victims of dating violence sustained injuries 

The majority of victims of dating violence reported to police did not sustain injury (52%). No significant 
differences were found between male and female victims when injuries were reported, with 41% suffering a 
minor physical injury, and 1% to 2% experiencing a major physical injury or death (Table 4).   
 
According to police-reported data, a higher proportion of male than female victims of dating violence had a 
weapon used against them (12% versus 4%) (Table 5). A possible explanation is that females may be more 
inclined to rely on weapons in the absence of equal physical strength relative to their male counterparts 
(Brzozowski, 2004).   
 
Approximately 1 in 10 incidents of dating violence reported to police involved more than one victim. It is 
not possible to identify from the UCR2 the relationship of the other victims to the accused, but previous 
research has shown that children, other family members and acquaintances (such as a new dating partner) 
are common secondary victims in intimate relationship homicide (Aston & Pottie Bunge, 2005). 
 
More than 4 in 10 incidents of dating violence occur in the victim’s home 

Three quarters of police-reported incidents of dating violence occurred in a private dwelling. The most 
common location was the victim’s home (45%), followed by a non-residential place (21%), residence 
occupied by someone other than the victim or the accused (14%), and the residence of the accused (12%) 
(Table 6). Younger victims, between the ages of 15 and 19 were somewhat more likely to be victimized in a 
location outside a private residence, such as a street or other open area, school or college campus.  
 
Dating violence involving female victims more likely to lead to charges  

Overall, more than two-thirds (69%) of dating violence incidents that were reported to police resulted in 
charges being laid or recommended (Table 7). Rates of police charging for incidents of dating violence were 
slightly lower than for spousal violence, where 78% of incidents resulted in charges being laid or 
recommended by police in 2007 and 77% in 2006 (Taylor-Butts, 2009; Bressan, 2008). 
 
Incidents involving female victims (71%) were more likely to result in charges being laid than those 
involving male victims (57%).11 Some of this difference can be explained by the higher proportion of 
charges “cleared otherwise”. The most common reasons not to lay a charge included: the complainant 
declined to lay charges (accounting for 12% and 7% of incidents involving male and female victims 
respectively) and the use of departmental discretion (accounting for 10% of incidents for male victims 
compared to 6% for female victims).  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl04-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r14
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r15
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl06-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r9
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n10
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Sex differences in charging were particularly salient for victims between the ages of 15 and 19 (where 71% 
of incidents led to charges for female victims and 54% for male victims). This difference narrowed by age 
group, with similar proportions of incidents leading to charges (60% and 57%) for female and male victims 
55 years of age and older. 
 
Homicides perpetrated in dating relationships 

Homicides in dating relationships accounted for almost one-third (30%) of all homicides committed by 
intimate partners in 2008, with spousal and common-law relationships accounting for the rest (70%). Rates 
of homicide perpetrated in dating relationships have fluctuated over time, but generally followed a 
downward trend for female victims (Chart 4).12 From 199113 to 2008, rates of homicide perpetrated in 
dating relationships dropped 59% for female victims. Trends involving male victims of dating homicide were 
less clear, with rates rising in the early 1990’s, followed by a sharp decline from 1995 to 1998, and 
subsequent rise again. It is important to note that homicide in dating relationships is a relatively rare event 
(accounting for an average of 22 homicides per year over this period). Consequently, small changes in the 
number of homicides from one year to the next can cause considerable variation in rates.  
 

Chart 4  
Decline in rates of homicide for female victims 
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Note: Similar data on homicides between dating partners is not available prior to 1991. The Homicide Survey was revised and 
expanded in 1991, in an effort to respond to changing information needs. Additional changes were incorporated in 1997. As such, 
there are some variables for which historical data are unavailable. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Homicide Survey. 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n11
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Text Box 2  

Dating violence in same-sex relationships14 

 
According to 2008 police-reported data, approximately 10% of male victims (265) and 1% of female 
victims (179) of dating violence involved same-sex relationships. Male victims accounted for 60% of these 
incidents, and female victims 40%. The types of offences perpetrated in same-sex and opposite-sex dating 
relationships were similar, predominantly involving common assault (representing 49% and 54% of 
incidents respectively), followed by uttering threats (16% and 10%), major assault (14% and 11%), and 
criminal harassment (12% and 14%).  
 
Police charging rates were lower on average for incidents involving same-sex compared to heterosexual 
dating relationships. Approximately 65% of violent incidents involving same-sex dating relationships and 
81% of violent incidents involving heterosexual dating relationships resulted in charges being laid or 
recommended by police.15 This difference is statistically significant after controlling for other factors known 
to be associated with the probability of police charging, such as the severity of the offence, use of weapons, 
and sex of the victim among other factors.16 Rates of charging were lower for incidents involving same-sex 
relationships across relationship categories (current dating, former dating and other intimate relationships), 
but the difference was most pronounced in former dating relationships (with 53% of incidents cleared by 
charge in homosexual relationships compared to 75% in heterosexual relationships).   

 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n13
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n13
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n14
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n15
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Text Box 3 
 
Young adolescent victims of dating violence  
Adolescents between the ages of 12 and 14 accounted for less than 2% of victims of dating violence 
reported to police. The vast majority of these victims were female, representing nearly 92% of incidents. 
Rates of dating violence were almost ten times higher for adolescent females (38 per 100,000 population) 
than adolescent males (4 per 100,000 population). Unlike older victims, the most common offences 
perpetrated against adolescent victims of dating violence were sexual assault and related offences such as 
sexual interference17 (representing 45% of all incidents, compared to 3% for older teenagers and adults). 
Similar to older victims, other common offences committed against adolescents in dating relationships 
included common assault (27%) and uttering threats (12%).   
 
The relatively high proportion of female as compared to male adolescent victims may appear at odds with 
recent research in Canada and the United States that have documented similar rates of dating violence 
between males and females (Ellis et al., 2009; Straus, 2004; Archer, 2000; Foshee, 1996; White and Koss, 
1991). However, these differences may be a reflection of wide variation in the definitions of violence across 
studies (Lewis & Fremouw, 2001). Most published work to date has used very broad definitions of adolescent 
dating violence, which include forms of emotional and verbal abuse. With some exceptions (see Wekerle et 
al., 2009), most school-based studies in Canada have not examined sexual offences along with other forms 
of physical and emotional abuse. However, even when sexual offences were removed from the current 
analysis, rates of police-reported dating violence were 3 times higher for female than male adolescents. 
Consequently, these results should be interpreted in terms of a continuum of abuse, ranging from 
emotional, psychological, financial and physical abuse, with police-reported physical and sexual violence 
representing the severe end of the spectrum.   
 
According to UCR2 data, for the majority of incidents (88%) involving adolescent victims of dating violence, 
the suspect was older than the victim.18 Approximately 30% of incidents involved an accused one to two 
years older, 40% were three to five years older, 13% were six to ten years older, and 6% involved an 
accused who was eleven or more years older than the victim. Most incidents involving 12- to 14-year-old 
victims of dating violence occurred in a single home or other dwelling unit (64%), followed by on the street 
or other open areas (13%), schools (12%), and commercial and non-commercial corporate places (4%).19 
  
Incidents involving adolescent victims were least likely to lead to formal charges. Less than half (47%) of 
incidents involving victims 12 to 14 years of age led to formal charges, compared to 69% for those 15 and 
over. This difference may be attributed in part to the fact that some of the suspects were likely under the 
age of 18 (making them eligible for diversion programs). 
 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n16
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r2
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r3
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r10
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r20
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r22
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r22
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r16
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r1
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r1
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n17
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n18
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Summary 

Results of this study show the importance of exploring violence in all types of intimate relationships. In 
2008, dating relationships accounted for one-quarter of all violent incidents and one-third of homicides 
committed by intimate partners.  
 
The characteristics of police-reported dating violence have largely mirrored those of spousal violence (see 
Taylor-Butts, 2009; Bressan, 2008). In 2008, the vast majority of victims of dating violence were female, 
with rates of violence highest among those 30 to 39 years of age. But, violence in dating relationships 
occurs at all stages of life. 
 
Research suggests that young victims and perpetrators of dating violence may be at increased risk of 
continuing this cycle in their adult intimate and family relationships. Recognizing the value of early 
intervention, much of the response to dating violence in Canada has focused on school-based education 
and awareness programs in secondary schools, college and university campuses (Department of Justice 
Canada, 2003). Prevention efforts have focused on teaching adolescents problem-solving and conflict 
management skills to help them develop healthy relationships (Wolfe et al., 2005; Wolfe et al, 2009).  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r8
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r9
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r17
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r17
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r18
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#r19
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Methodology 

Incident-Based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey 
Data from the 2008 UCR2 survey reflects information collected from 155 police services covering 98% of 
the Canadian population. Coverage of the Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) survey for each 
jurisdiction in 2008 is 100% for all of the provinces and territories except Nova Scotia (99.5%), Quebec 
(98.7%), Ontario (99.0%), Manitoba (96.6%), Alberta (99.4%), British Columbia (91.9%), and Northwest 
Territories (99.7%). 
 
UCR2 Trend Database  
The UCR2 Trend Database (1999 to 2008) includes 63 police services that have reported to the UCR2 
Survey consistently since 1999. With the exception of Quebec, the data are primarily from urban police 
departments. These respondents accounted for 54% of the population of Canada in 2008. Provincially, this 
database accounts for 36% of the population of Newfoundland and Labrador, 18% of the population of New 
Brunswick, 99% of the population of Quebec, 52% of the population of Ontario, 47% of the population of 
Saskatchewan, 55% of the population of Alberta and 14% of the population of British Columbia. 
 
Homicide Survey  
The Homicide Survey began collecting police reported data on homicide incidents, victims and accused 
persons in Canada in 1961, and began collecting data on family-related homicides in 1974. When the police 
become aware of a homicide, the investigating police department completes a survey questionnaire, which 
is then forwarded to the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics. The count for a particular year represents all 
homicides reported in that year, regardless of when the death actually occurred. In 1991 and 1997, the 
survey was revised and expanded to include additional variables, such as previous conviction histories or 
the accused and victims, employment of the accused and victims, victim’s use of force at the time of the 
incident, and Shaken Baby Syndrome as a cause of death. 
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Notes 
 
1. Figure based on the 1998-1999 cycle of the National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth (NLSCY) 

and is reported for youth 15 years of age.  

2. Current or former boyfriends/girlfriends are defined in the UCR2 as a close, or former close, and 
affectionate relationship with another person and include same-sex relationships. Other intimate 
relationships are defined as “a person with whom the victim had a sexual relationship or a mutual 
sexual attraction but to which none of the other relationship options apply.  

3. One challenge in trying to isolate incidents of dating violence is determining when a relationship shifts 
from dating to common-law. According to the Canada Revenue Agency, “a common-law partner applies 
to a person who is not your spouse, with whom (a) you are living in a conjugal relationship for at least 
12 continuous months; b) is the parent of your child by birth or adoption; or c) has custody and control 
of your child and your child is wholly dependent on that person for support”. The UCR2 does not contain 
details about the length of time that the victim and offender have lived together and whether or not 
they have children in common. Consequently, incidents involving dating partners where the victim and 
the suspect were living together at the time of the offence were removed from the analysis since these 
may be considered common-law relationships.  

4. Intimate partners include current and former spouses (legally married or common law), boyfriends and 
girlfriends (current or former), living together or separately, and other intimate relationships. Same sex 
relationships are included.   

5. Rates were calculated using 2008 Census population estimates for those 15 years of age and older. 
Normally the population representing the 2% of police jurisdictions that did not participate in the UCR2 
in 2008 would be removed from these estimates. However, in this case, it was important to remove the 
married and common-law population from the age specific estimates to have a more accurate “at-risk” 
population. Consequently, the age-specific rates will be slightly lower than would be expected if the 
population living in non-participating police jurisdictions were removed from the denominators.  

6. According to 2008 demographic population estimates, 90% of people 15 to 24 years of age were not in 
a marital or common-law relationship, compared to 45% of those aged 25 to 34 and 27% of 35–to 44–
year-olds.   

7. Toronto police service is excluded from the trend analysis due to data quality issues with the victim-
accused relationship variable. When the Toronto police service is excluded, the remaining respondents 
to the UCR2 Trend Database accounted for 40% of the population of Canada in 2008. Rates were 
calculated using 2008 Census population estimates for those 15 years of age and older. Police 
jurisdictions that did not participate in the UCR2 in 1999 (the year the trend data started) were 
removed from these population estimates.  

8. Although the UCR2 Trend data are available from 1999 to 2008, due to data quality issues prior to 
2003, this analysis focused on 5-year trends from 2004 and 2008. Annual rates of dating violence based 
on UCR2 trend data were considerably lower than those based on 2008 UCR2 data. This is due to the 
fact that the denominators used to calculate the rates were based on the total population instead of the 
unmarried population 15 years of age and older. Estimates of the unmarried population for participating 
police jurisdictions were not available for this reference period.    

9. Although increases in dating violence were found across age groups, there was no evidence to suggest 
that the age composition of victims has changed. The average age of victims was 29 for females and 33 
for males, and this remained stable over the 2004 to 2008 reference period.  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/sources-fra.htm#u4


Juristat Article — Police-reported dating violence in Canada, 2008 
 
 

 
 
Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002- x, vol. 30, no. 2 19 

10. The majority of sexual assaults in dating relationships that were reported to police in 2008 (612 of 648) 
involved sexual assault level 1.  

11. This difference was statistically significant after controlling for other factors known to be associated with 
the probability of police charging, such as the type and severity of the offence. See note 14.  

12. Rates were calculated using 1991 to 2008 Census population estimates by marital status for those 15 
years of age and older.   

13. Similar data on homicides between dating partners is not available prior to 1991. The Homicide Survey 
was revised and expanded in 1991, in an effort to respond to changing information needs. Additional 
changes were incorporated in 1997. As such, there are some variables for which historical data are 
unavailable.  

14. This section of the analysis used a smaller subset of incidents from the UCR2 involving one victim and 
one accused. This was necessary to determine the sex of both the accused and the victim of the 
offence. Consequently, results for this section will not necessarily match those in the main analysis, 
which included incidents involving multiple victims. As in the rest of the report, incidents involving 
cohabitating same-sex dating relationships were removed from the analysis as it could not be 
determined if these were current or former common-law unions.  

15. Rates of police charging were notably higher when estimates were drawn from the single victim, single 
accused sample (as compared to the sample that included multiple victim incidents). The reason for this 
disparity is that in approximately 12% of incidents in which no charges were laid or recommended by 
police, there was an incident and victim report, but no accused record present in the UCR2 file. To 
identify incidents involving same-sex relationships it was necessary to have information on the accused. 
While it is still possible to explore differences in charging practices within this sample, readers are 
cautioned from comparing estimates between samples.  

16. Differences in the probability of policing charging were tested using logistic regression modeling 
techniques. It is important to note that previous research shows there are many other factors known to 
influence the decision to charge. These include the history of the violence in the relationship, criminal 
record of the accused, the demeanor and cooperativeness of the victim and accused at the time of the 
offence among others.   

17. Sexual interference (s.151)–refers to the direct or indirect touching (for a sexual purpose) of a person 
under the age of 14 years using a part of the body or an object.  

18. For the purpose of calculating age differences between the victim and accused, a smaller subset of 
incidents involving a single victim and single accused was used. This was necessary to determine the 
age of both the accused and the victim of the offence.  

19. The location of the incident was unknown in approximately 8% of incidents.  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n14
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Table 1  
Number of violent crimes by sex of victim and relationship to accused, 2008 

Sex of victim 
Total Female Male 

Relationship of accused to victim number percent number percent number percent 

Total victims of intimate partner violence 82,132 25 67,306 40 14,826 9 

Total victims of dating violence  22,798 7 18,745 11 4,053 2 

Boyfriend or girlfriend 9,572 3 7,981 5 1,591 1 

Ex-boyfriend or girlfriend 13,018 4 10,635 6 2,383 1 

Other intimate relationship1 208 0 129 0 79 0 

Boyfriend, girlfriend or other intimate relationship1 - living together  13,202 4 10,673 6 2,529 2 

Boyfriend, girlfriend or other intimate relationship1 - unknown if victim 
lives with accused  

2,287 1 1,912 1 375 0 

Total spousal violence  43,845 13 35,976 21 7,869 5 

Current spouse2 31,465 9 25,896 15 5,569 3 

Ex-spouse3 12,380 4 10,080 6 2,300 1 

Total other family 29,301 9 17,473 10 11,828 7 

Total friends or acquaintances 89,226 27 37,893 22 51,333 31 

Stranger 79,682 24 24,164 14 55,518 34 

Unknown 53,233 16 22,702 13 30,531 19 

Total victims of violent crime 333,574 100 169,538 100 164,036 100 
1. Includes a person with whom the victim had a sexual relationship or a mutual sexual attraction but to which none of the other relationship options apply. 
2. Includes legally married and common-law partners. 
3. Includes separated and divorced partners. 
Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or age of the victim was unknown. The 2008 data are based upon information reported by 
police services covering 98% of the population of Canada. Only victims aged 15 to 98 are included in this analysis. Offences include violations causing death, attempted murder, sexual 
assaults, assaults, robbery, criminal harassment, uttering threats and other violations involving violence or the threat of violence. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 

 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242-eng.htm#n14
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Table 2  
Victims of violent crime perpetrated by dating partners, by sex of victim and relationship to accused, 2008 

Sex of victim 
Total Female Male 

Relationship of accused to victim number percent number percent number percent 

Total victims of dating violence 22,798 100 18,745 100 4,053 100 

Boyfriend or girlfriend  9,572 42 7,981 43 1,591 39 

Ex-boyfriend or girlfriend  13,018 57 10,635 57 2,383 59 

Other intimate relationship1 208 1 129 1 79 2 
1. Includes a person with whom the victim had a sexual relationship or a mutual sexual attraction but to which none of the other relationship options apply. 
Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or age of the victim was unknown. The Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) 
Survey collected data from 155 police services representing approximately 98% of the population of Canada in 2008. Only victims aged 15 to 98 are included in this analysis. Violent 
crimes include violations causing death, attempted murder, sexual assaults, assaults, robbery, criminal harassment, uttering threats and other violations involving violence or the threat 
of violence. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 

 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm#n1
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm#n1
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm#n1
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm#n2
http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm#n3
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Table 3  
Victims of dating violence by offence type and sex of victim, 2008 

Sex of victim 
Total Female Male 

Offence type  number percent number percent number percent 

Homicide/attempts 14 0 10 0 4 0 

Sexual assault1 648 3 638 3 10 0 

Major assault (levels 2 & 3)2 2,415 11 1,742 9 673 17 

Common assault (level 1)3 11,438 50 9,301 50 2,137 53 

Forcible confinement and related offences4 735 3 719 4 16 0 

Criminal harassment 3,235 14 2,830 15 405 10 

Uttering threats 2,669 12 2,263 12 406 10 

Indecent or harassing phone calls 1,354 6 1,003 5 351 9 

Other violent offences5 290 1 239 1 51 1 

Total offences  22,798 100 18,745 100 4,053 100 
1. Includes sexual assault, classified as one of three levels according to the seriousness of the incident, as well as other sexual crimes. Level 1 sexual assault is the category of least 
physical injury to the victim; level 2 includes sexual assault with a weapon, threats to use a weapon, or causing bodily harm; and level 3 includes aggravated sexual assault which 
wounds, maims, disfigures or endangers the life of the victim. 
2. Includes assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2) and aggravated assault, defined as assault that wounds, maims, disfigures or endangers the life of the victim (level 3). 
3. Common or level 1 assault is the least serious form of assault and includes pushing, slapping, punching, and face-to-face verbal threats. 
4. Includes kidnapping, forcible confinement and hostage-taking. 
5. Includes robbery, unlawfully causing bodily harm, discharge firearm with intent, assault against peace-public officer, criminal negligence causing bodily harm, other assaults, explosives 
causing death/bodily harm, arson, and other violent violations. 
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex of the victim was unknown. Includes victims aged 15 to 98. Dating violence refers to 
violence committed by current and former boyfriends/girlfriends and other intimate partners. The 2008 data are based upon information reported by police services covering 98% of the 
population of Canada.  
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 

 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca:8092/pub/85-002-x/2010002/article/11242/tbl/tbl02-eng.htm#n1
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Table 4  
Level of injury sustained against victims of dating violence by sex of victim, 2008 

Sex of victim 
Total Female Male 

Injury to victim number percent number percent number percent 

Total 22,798 100 18,745 100 4,053 100 

Unknown 1,215 5 994 5 221 5 

No injuries or weapon1 11,823 52 9,734 52 2,089 52 

Minor physical injury2 9,415 41 7,745 41 1,670 41 

Major physical injury or death3 345 2 272 1 73 2 
1. No visible injuries were noted at the time of the incident, or the violation did not involve the use of weapons or physical force against the victim. 
2. Minor physical injury is an injury that required no professional medical treatment or only some first aid (e.g. band aid, ice, etc.). 
3. Major physical injury is an injury that required professional medical attention at the scene or transportation to a medical facility. 
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or the age of the victim was unknown. Includes victims aged 15 to 98. Dating 
violence refers to violence committed by current and former boyfriends/girlfriends and other intimate partners. The 2008 data are based upon information reported by police services 
covering 98% of the population of Canada.  
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 
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Table 5  
Method of violence causing the most serious injury to the victim in dating violence incidents, 2008 

Sex of victim 
Total Female Male 

Type of weapon number percent number percent number percent 

No weapon1 11,824 52 9,734 52 2,090 52 

Physical force 9,191 40 7,803 42 1,388 34 

Weapons 1,307 6 839 4 468 12 

Firearms  25 0 24 0 1 0 

Knife or other piercing cutting instrument  409 2 208 1 201 5 

Club or blunt instrument  190 1 117 1 73 2 

Other weapons2  683 3 490 3 193 5 

Unknown3 476 2 369 2 107 3 

Total victims of dating violence 22,798 100 18,745 100 4,053 100 
1. The weapon involved did not cause physical injury or no weapon was involved in the incident. 
2. Includes other weapons such as explosives, fire, motor vehicle or any device used to poison. 
3. There was no indication of what type of weapon caused an injury to the victim. 
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or the age of the victim was unknown. Includes victims aged 15 to 98. Dating 
violence refers to violence committed by current and former boyfriends/girlfriends and other intimate partners. The 2008 data are based upon information reported by police services 
covering 98% of the population of Canada.  
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 
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Table 6  
Location of dating violence incidents by age of the victim, 2008 

15 to 19  
years 

20 to 24 
 years 

25 to 29 
 years 

30 to 34 
 years 

35 to 39 
 years 

40 to 44  
years 

45 to 49  
years 

50 to 54  
years 

55 years and 
older Total 

Location percent 

Residence of victim1 33 44 48 50 49 49 51 52 57 45 

Residence of accused2 14 12 11 10 11 11 12 11 9 12 

Residence not occupied by 
victim or accused 17 14 15 13 13 12 11 12 6 14 

Not a private dwelling 29 23 19 19 18 19 17 15 18 21 

Unknown3 8 7 7 8 10 9 9 9 10 8 

Total victims of dating 
violence 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1. This category includes a small number of cases where it was known that the victim lived at the residence, but the police respondent was unsure if the accused also lived in the 
residence. 
2. This category includes a small number of cases in which it was known that the accused lived at the residence, but the police respondent was unsure if the victim also lived in the 
residence. 
3. This includes cases in which the location of the incident was unknown or the accuracy of the response was unclear. 
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or the age of the victim was unknown. Includes victims aged 15 to 98. Dating 
violence refers to violence committed by current and former boyfriends/girlfriends and other intimate partners. The 2008 data are based upon information reported by police services 
covering 98% of the population of Canada.  
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey. 
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Table 7  
Incident clearance status of dating violence cases by sex of victim, 2008 

Sex of victim 
Total Female Male 

Incident clearance status number percent number percent number percent 

Cleared by charge 15,647 69 13,341 71 2,306 57 

Cleared otherwise total1 3,776 17 2,782 15 994 25 

Not cleared2 3,375 15 2,622 14 753 19 

Total victims of dating violence 22,798 100 18,745 100 4,053 100 
1. Reasons for an incident being cleared otherwise include: departmental discretion, complainant declined to lay charges, reasons beyond department control, suicide of accused, death of 
accused, death of witness/complainant, committal of accused to mental hospital, accused in foreign country, accused involved in other incidents, already sentenced, and diversionary 
program. 
2. Refers to incidents where there is evidence of the identity of the accused in relation to the victim but where the incident was not cleared by charge or cleared otherwise (e.g., incidents 
where there is not enough information available about the accused to issue a warrant for arrest). 
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Excludes incidents where the sex and/or the age of the victim was unknown. Includes victims aged 15 to 98. Dating 
violence refers to violence committed by current and former boyfriends/girlfriends and other intimate partners. The 2008 data are based upon information reported by police services 
covering 98% of the population of Canada.  
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey.  
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