
 

  

 
  

 ARCHIVED - Archiving Content        ARCHIVÉE - Contenu archivé 

 

Archived Content 

 
Information identified as archived is provided for 
reference, research or recordkeeping purposes. It 
is not subject to the Government of Canada Web 
Standards and has not been altered or updated 
since it was archived. Please contact us to request 
a format other than those available. 
 
 

 

Contenu archivé 

 
L’information dont il est indiqué qu’elle est archivée 
est fournie à des fins de référence, de recherche 
ou de tenue de documents. Elle n’est pas 
assujettie aux normes Web du gouvernement du 
Canada et elle n’a pas été modifiée ou mise à jour 
depuis son archivage. Pour obtenir cette 
information dans un autre format, veuillez 
communiquer avec nous. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
This document is archival in nature and is intended 
for those who wish to consult archival documents 
made available from the collection of Public Safety 
Canada.   
 
Some of these documents are available in only 
one official language.  Translation, to be provided 
by Public Safety Canada, is available upon 
request. 
 

  
Le présent document a une valeur archivistique et 
fait partie des documents d’archives rendus 
disponibles par Sécurité publique Canada à ceux 
qui souhaitent consulter ces documents issus de 
sa collection. 
 
Certains de ces documents ne sont disponibles 
que dans une langue officielle. Sécurité publique 
Canada fournira une traduction sur demande. 

 

 

 



Juristat

Catalogue no. 85-002-X
ISSN 1209-6393

by Jillian Boyce
Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics

Police-reported crime statistics  
in Canada, 2014

Release date: July 22, 2015



Standard table symbols
The following symbols are used in Statistics Canada  
publications:

.	 not available for any reference period 

..	 not available for a specific reference period 

...	 not applicable 
0	 true zero or a value rounded to zero 
0s	 value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful 
	 distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded 
p	 preliminary 
r	 revised 
x	 suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements  
	 of the Statistics Act 
E	 use with caution 
F	 too unreliable to be published 
*	 significantly different from reference category (p < 0.05)

How to obtain more information
For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website, 
www.statcan.gc.ca. 
 
You can also contact us by 
 
email at infostats@statcan.gc.ca 
 
telephone, from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following toll-free numbers: 

•• Statistical Information Service	 1-800-263-1136
•• National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired	 1-800-363-7629
•• Fax line	 1-877-287-4369

 
Depository Services Program 

•• Inquiries line	 1-800-635-7943
•• Fax line	 1-800-565-7757

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Minister of Industry, 2015

All rights reserved. Use of this publication is governed by the Statistics Canada Open Licence Agreement.

An HTML version is also available.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en français.

Note of appreciation
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a 
long‑standing partnership between Statistics Canada, the  
citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not 
be produced without their continued co‑operation and goodwill.

Standards of service to the public
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, 
reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada has 
developed standards of service that its employees observe. To 
obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics 
Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards 
are also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “About us” > 
“The agency” > “Providing services to Canadians.”

http://www.statcan.gc.ca
mailto:infostats%40statcan.gc.ca?subject=
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/reference/licence-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/about/service/standards


Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X  

 

   3 

Juristat Article—Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2014 

Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2014: highlights 
 

 The Crime Severity Index (CSI) measures the volume and severity of police-reported crime in Canada, and has a base 
index value of 100 for 2006. Between 2013 and 2014, the CSI decreased 3% from 68.8 in 2013 to 66.7 in 2014. This 
decrease was driven primarily by a decline in breaking and entering, and robbery. The decline in the CSI in 2014 
represented the eleventh consecutive decrease.  

 The police-reported crime rate, which measures the volume of police-reported crime, also declined in 2014, decreasing 
3% from the previous year to 5,046 incidents per 100,000 population. This represented the eleventh consecutive 
decrease in the police-reported crime rate, and the lowest rate recorded since 1969.  

 There were just under 1.8 million Criminal Code incidents (excluding traffic) reported by police in 2014, approximately 
33,000 fewer incidents than in 2013.  

 Despite a decrease in the majority of Criminal Code violations (excluding traffic) between 2013 and 2014, the rate of 
police-reported violations increased for child pornography (+41%), terrorism (+39%), extortion (+16%), identity fraud 
(+8%), sexual violations against children (+6%), abduction (+4%), fraud (+2%), and motor vehicle theft (+1%).  

 Almost all provinces and territories recorded a decline in their police-reported CSI and crime rate in 2014. The only 
exceptions were Yukon, where the CSI was up 11% from 2013 and the crime rate remained stable, as well as British 
Columbia, where the CSI was up 3% from the previous year and the crime rate increased 2%. In addition, Alberta’s CSI 
increased slightly between 2013 and 2014, up 1%, while the police-reported crime rate remained stable. 

 Several of Canada’s census metropolitan areas (CMAs) reported an increase in their CSI values in 2014. With a 10% 
increase between 2013 and 2014, Saskatoon (109.7) had the highest CSI among CMAs for the first time, followed by 
Regina (102.8), Vancouver (96.7) and Thunder Bay (89.9). In contrast, Barrie (43.6), with a 2% increase in its CSI from 
the previous year, recorded the lowest CSI among CMAs in 2014.  

 The overall volume and severity of violent crime, as measured by the violent CSI, declined 5% between 2013 and 2014 
to 70.2, and was driven largely by a decrease in robbery. This drop marked the eighth consecutive decline in the violent 
CSI.  

 In 2014, police reported 516 homicides, four more than the previous year. While the number of homicides increased 
slightly between 2013 and 2014, the homicide rate (1.45 homicides per 100,000 population) remained virtually 
unchanged from the previous year.  

 The overall volume and severity of non-violent crime, as measured by the non-violent CSI, was down 2% in 2014 from 
the previous year to 65.2. The decrease was largely the result of fewer reported incidents of breaking and entering.  

 The overall rate of Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA) violations decreased in 2014, down 6% from the 
previous year. This decrease was primarily the result of fewer drug offences involving cannabis and cocaine.  

 Police-reported youth crime also decreased in 2014, with both the youth Crime Severity Index and the youth crime rate 
declining 9% from the previous year. The rate of youth accused of some of the most serious violations also decreased, 
including a drop in the rate of youth accused of homicide (-38%).  
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Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2014 

by Jillian Boyce 

Since 1962, Statistics Canada has collected information on all criminal incidents substantiated and reported by Canadian 
police services through its annual Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey.

1
 In addition to the UCR Survey, Statistics Canada 

also collects information on victims’ experiences with crime through the General Social Survey on Victimization, conducted 
every five years. Together, these surveys are the main sources for capturing information on crime in Canada.  

This Juristat article presents findings from the 2014 UCR Survey.
2
 In order to make comparisons across police services and 

over time, crime counts within the article are based on the most serious violation in a criminal incident (see Text box 1). That 
said, this Juristat article explores trends in the volume and severity of police-reported crime at the national, 
provincial/territorial and census metropolitan area levels.

3
 In addition, the report presents information on changes in the 

number and rate of individual offences reported by police, including homicide, assault, robbery, sexual offences, breaking 
and entering, motor vehicle theft, impaired driving, and drug offences. Finally, the article looks at trends in youth accused of 
crime.

4
 

Police-reported crime in Canada continued to decrease in volume and severity 

The police-reported Crime Severity Index (CSI), which measures both the volume and seriousness of crime in Canada and 
has a base index value of 100 for 2006, continued its downward trend in 2014, decreasing 3% from the previous year to 66.7 
(Table 1a, Chart 1). This decline represented the eleventh consecutive decrease of the CSI, and the lowest CSI recorded 
since 1998 (the first year for which CSI data are available). The CSI decrease in 2014 was driven primarily by a decline in 
breaking and entering, and robbery.  

 

In addition, the police-reported crime rate, which measures the volume of crime per 100,000 population, also declined in 
2014. The police-reported crime rate was down 3% from the previous year, resulting in a rate of 5,046 incidents per 100,000 
population (Table 1b). The decrease in the police-reported crime rate in 2014 represented the continuation of a downward 
trend that began in the early 1990s (Chart 2). The police-reported crime rate in 2014 was the lowest rate recorded since 
1969, and was 34% lower than a decade previously.  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n01
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n02
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n03
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n04
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Although the CSI and the crime rate are separate measures, with the CSI accounting not only for volume but also changes in 
the relative seriousness of police-reported crime (see Text box 1), both measures show a similar downward trend in police-
reported crime in Canada since 1998, the earliest year for which the CSI was calculated (Chart 3).  
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Canadian police services reported just under 1.8 million Criminal Code incidents (excluding traffic) in 2014, approximately 
33,000 fewer incidents than in 2013. In addition to these incidents, there were an additional 129,500 Criminal Code traffic 
offences, 103,800 Controlled Drugs and Substances Act offences, and 25,400 other federal offences (e.g., Youth Criminal 
Justice Act) recorded by police in 2014. In total, there were just over 2 million police-reported Criminal Code and federal 
statute incidents in 2014, about 46,600 fewer than the year before.  
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Text box 1 
Measuring police-reported crime 

In Canada, there are two complementary ways to measure police-reported crime: the traditional crime rate and the Crime 
Severity Index (CSI). While both measures take into account the volume of police-reported crime, the CSI also accounts for 
the seriousness of crime. Both the traditional crime rate and the CSI measure crime based on the most serious violation in 
the criminal incident (see Survey Description for more details). The most serious violation is determined by criteria in the 
following order of priority: violations against a person take precedence over violations not against a person; the greatest 
maximum penalty prescribed by law; violations causing death take precedence over other violations with the same maximum 
penalty; or, if the above rules do not break a tie, the police service's discretion as to which violation is the most serious within 
the incident takes precedent.

5
 

Crime rate  

The traditional crime rate has been used to measure crime in Canada since 1962, and is generally expressed as a rate per 
100,000 population. The crime rate is calculated by summing all Criminal Code incidents reported by the police and dividing 
by the population. The crime rate excludes Criminal Code traffic violations, as well as other federal statute violations such as 
drug offences. 

To calculate the traditional police-reported crime rate, all offences are counted equally, regardless of their seriousness. For 
example, one incident of homicide is counted as equivalent to one incident of theft. As such, one limitation of the traditional 
crime rate is that it can easily fluctuate as a result of variations in high-volume, less serious offences, such as theft of $5,000 
or under or mischief. In other words, a large decline in frequent, but less serious violations may cause the police-reported 
crime rate to decrease even when the number of more serious but lesser volume incidents, such as homicides or robberies, 
increases.  

In addition to the overall crime rate, total rates are calculated for violent crime, property crime and other Criminal Code 
offences. Further, the rates of youth who have either been charged by police or dealt with through the use of extrajudicial 
measures are available for all crime categories.  

Crime Severity Index 

The Crime Severity Index (CSI) was developed to address the limitation of the crime rate being driven by high-volume, 
relatively less serious offences. The CSI not only takes into account the volume of crime, but also the seriousness of crime.  

In order to calculate the CSI, each violation is assigned a weight. CSI weights are based on the violation’s incarceration rate, 
as well as the average length of prison sentence handed down by criminal courts.

6
 The more serious the average sentence, 

the higher the weight assigned to the offence, meaning that the more serious offences have a greater impact on the index. 
Unlike the traditional crime rate, all offences, including Criminal Code traffic violations and other federal statute violations 
such as drug offences, are included in the CSI.  

To calculate the CSI, the weighted offences are summed and then divided by the population. Similar to other indexes (e.g., 
Consumer Price Index), to allow for ease of comparison, the CSI is then standardized to a base year of “100” (for the CSI, the 
base year is 2006). In other words, all CSI values are relative to the Canada-level CSI for 2006. CSI values are available 
back to 1998.  

In addition to the overall CSI, both a violent Crime Severity Index and a non-violent Crime Severity Index have been created, 
which like the CSI are both available back to 1998. The violent CSI is comprised of all police-reported violent violations, and 
the non-violent CSI is comprised of all police-reported property violations, other Criminal Code violations, Criminal Code 
traffic violations, and other federal statute violations. All types of CSI measures are also available for youth who have been 
accused of a crime (charged and not charged).  

For more information on the Crime Severity Index, see Measuring Crime in Canada: Introducing the Crime Severity Index 
and Improvements to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (Wallace et al. 2009), The Methodology of the Police-Reported 
Crime Severity Index (Babyak et al. 2009), and Updating the Police-Reported Crime Severity Index Weights: Refinements to 
the Methodology (Babyak et al. 2013).  
 

  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n05
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n06
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Declines in police-reported crime recorded by almost all provinces and territories 

Between 2013 and 2014, both the volume and severity of police-reported crime declined across most of the country (Table 
2a, Table 2b). Prince Edward Island recorded the largest drop in both the CSI and crime rate between 2013 and 2014 (-17% 
and -20%, respectively). With the exception of Saskatchewan, fewer incidents of breaking and entering largely contributed to 
the overall decrease in the CSI for all provinces and territories recording a decline. In Saskatchewan, the decrease in CSI 
was driven by a drop in police-reported incidents of the trafficking, production or distribution of cocaine. Also contributing to 
the decrease in CSI in some provinces and territories were fewer homicides, robberies, or incidents of theft of $5,000 or 
under.  

In contrast with the decreases in other provinces and territories, Yukon’s CSI was up 11% from 2013 and its crime rate 
remained stable, while both the CSI and the crime rate in British Columbia increased from the previous year (3% and 2%, 
respectively). The increase in Yukon’s CSI was driven primarily by homicide, with three homicides recorded in 2014 
compared to none in 2013. In British Columbia, the increase in the CSI was mainly the result of more police-reported 
incidents of theft of $5,000 or under, child pornography,

7
 breaking and entering, and theft of a motor vehicle. In addition, 

Alberta’s CSI increased slightly (+1%) between 2013 and 2014, while the crime rate remained stable. 

As is often the case, CSIs and crime rates were highest in the territories, followed by the western provinces. While 
Saskatchewan continued to record both the highest CSI (123.4) and crime rate (10,505 incidents per 100,000 population) 
among the provinces in 2014, the province did record declines in both its CSI (-2%) and crime rate (-2%) between 2013 and 
2014. The relatively high CSI in Saskatchewan was primarily the result of incidents of breaking and entering, mischief, and 
theft of $5,000 or under. In contrast, Ontario (50.0) reported the lowest CSI in 2014, while Quebec (3,492 per 100,000 
population) reported the lowest crime rate.  

Despite some fluctuations over the years, compared with 2004, all provinces and territories have seen a decrease in their 
CSI (Charts 4 to 7).  

 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n07
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Several census metropolitan areas recorded an increase in the volume and severity of police-reported crime 

In 2014, 11 out of 33 census metropolitan areas
8, 9

 (CMAs) saw an increase in their CSI and/or crime rate (Table 3, Table 4). 
Saskatoon (+10%), Thunder Bay (+10%) and Guelph (+9%) recorded the largest increases in their CSI from 2013. The 
increase in Saskatoon was driven by more incidents of breaking and entering, while the increase in Thunder Bay was related 
to an additional eight homicides. In Guelph, a rise in both the number of homicides (up from zero homicides in 2013 to two 
homicides in 2014) and incidents of breaking and entering drove the increase. Among CMAs, Montréal recorded the largest 
decline in CSI, down 9% from the previous year, and driven primarily by fewer incidents of robbery and breaking and 
entering. 

With a 10% increase in its CSI between 2013 and 2014, Saskatoon had the highest CSI among CMAs for the first time since 
1998 (when CSI data first became available). Prior to 2014, Regina had consistently recorded the highest CSI among CMAs. 
The high CSI recorded in Saskatoon (109.7) was followed by Regina (102.8), Vancouver (96.7) and Thunder Bay (89.9) 
(Chart 8). In contrast, Barrie (43.6) recorded the lowest CSI among all CMAs in 2014 despite a 2% increase, followed by 
Toronto (44.9), Québec (45.2) and Ottawa (45.3).  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n08
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n09
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Compared with a decade ago, all CMAs have seen a decrease in their CSI
10, 11

 (Table 3). Regina, generally the CMA with the 
highest CSI, recorded the largest decline between 2004 and 2014, down 55%. Winnipeg, another jurisdiction which typically 
records one of the highest CSIs among CMAs, also saw a large decrease (-53%) in its CSI over the same period.  

 

Text box 2 
Factors influencing police-reported crime  

There are many factors that influence police-reported crime statistics. First, an incident must come to the attention of police. 
The decision by the public to report criminal incidents to police has a considerable impact on the number of crimes ultimately 
recorded by police. The 2009 General Social Survey on Victimization, which provides the most recent information on 
Canadians’ crime reporting behaviour for selected offences,

12 
indicated that about one-third (31%) of crimes in the year prior 

to the survey had been reported to police (see Text box 3 for more detail on the reasons for reporting).  

Second, differences between individual police services, such as available resources or departmental priorities, policies and 
procedures can also have an effect on police-reported crime. For instance, as a crime prevention measure, some police 
services have implemented initiatives to focus attention on prolific or repeat offenders within the community. Moreover, 
certain crimes such as impaired driving, prostitution, and drug offences can be notably affected by a police service’s 
enforcement practices, with some police services devoting more resources to these specific types of crime. Some police 
services may also make greater use of municipal bylaws or provincial statutes to respond to minor offences such as mischief 
and disturbing the peace. 

Third, and more broadly, social and economic factors can influence the volume of crime at a national, regional, municipal or 
neighbourhood level. In particular, crime rates can be affected by age demographics (Stevens et al. 2013; Carrington 2001), 
economic conditions (Andresen 2012; Phillips and Land 2012; Pottie-Bunge et al. 2005), neighbourhood characteristics 
(Livingston et al. 2014; Charron 2011; Savoie 2008), the emergence of new technologies (Wall 2010; Nuth 2008) or by 
Canadians’ attitudes toward crime and risky behaviour (Ouimet 2004).  
 

Violent Crime 

Police-reported violent crime continued to decline in volume and severity 

In 2014, violent crimes continued to account for about one-fifth (21%) of all police-reported Criminal Code offences (excluding 
traffic). There were approximately 369,500 violent police-reported incidents in 2014, about 15,000 fewer than the previous 
year. While almost all forms of violent crime decreased between 2013 and 2014, rates increased for the violent violations of 
extortion (+16%), sexual violations against children

13, 14
 (+6%) and abduction (+4%) (Table 5). In 2014, the violent crime rate 

in Canada was 1,039 violent incidents per 100,000 population, which was 5% lower than in 2013 and 26% lower than a 
decade ago (Table 1b).  

The violent CSI (see Text box 1), which accounts for both the volume and severity of police-reported violent crime, also 
decreased in 2014. Between 2013 and 2014, the violent CSI declined 5% from 73.9 in 2013 to 70.2 in 2014, and marked the 
eighth consecutive annual decrease. A decline in police-reported robbery was the main reason for the overall reduction in the 
violent CSI in 2014. Compared with 2004, the violent CSI was 27% lower in 2014.  

With the exception of Saskatchewan, where the violent CSI remained stable, Yukon (+50%), Prince Edward Island (+3%) and 
Alberta (+1%) were the only provinces and territory to record an increase in their violent CSI between 2013 and 2014. The 
increases in Yukon, Prince Edward Island and Alberta were primarily driven by a rise in homicides. Despite the increase in 
Prince Edward Island’s violent CSI, it continued to record the lowest violent CSI (44.3), while Manitoba (126.9) continued to 
record the highest violent CSI among the provinces. Among the territories, Yukon (236.7) continued to record the lowest 
violent CSI compared with the Northwest Territories (278.2) and Nunavut (415.6).

15
 

In contrast with the general downward trend, several of Canada’s CMAs recorded an increase in their violent CSI in 2014 
(Table 3). With eight more homicides in 2014 than the previous year, Thunder Bay saw the largest increase in its violent CSI 
in 2014, up 22% from 2013. Thunder Bay’s violent CSI (138.5) was well above Saskatoon (122.6) and Winnipeg (116.1), the 
CMAs with the next highest violent CSI (Chart 9).  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n10
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n11
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n12
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n13
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n14
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n15
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Homicide rate remained stable from previous year 

In 2014, homicide continued to be a rather rare event in Canada, representing less than 1% of all violent crime. In total, 
police reported 516 homicides in Canada in 2014, four more than the year before. While the number of homicides increased 
slightly between 2013 and 2014, the homicide rate (1.45 homicides per 100,000 population) was virtually unchanged from the 
previous year (Table 5, Chart 10).  

 

Aside from Prince Edward Island, which had a homicide rate that was higher than usual in 2014 as a result of three 
homicides, homicide rates were higher in the West and the territories than in the East (Table 6, Chart 11). Despite a 15% 
decrease in its homicide rate, Manitoba (3.43 homicides per 100,000 population) continued to record the highest homicide 
rate among the provinces for the eighth consecutive year. The two other highest homicide rates among the provinces were 
recorded in Alberta (2.52) and in Saskatchewan (2.13). In contrast, homicide rates were lowest in Newfoundland and 
Labrador (0.38) and Nova Scotia (0.64). Nova Scotia’s homicide rate in 2014 not only represented the lowest rate recorded in 
recent years, but it was also the lowest rate recorded in the province since homicide data became available in 1961.  
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With a total of 11 homicides in 2014, Thunder Bay recorded the highest homicide rate among CMAs at 9.04 homicides per 
100,000 population. This rate was about triple those of Winnipeg (3.29) and Edmonton (3.01), the CMAs with the next highest 
homicide rates (Table 7). With four fewer homicides in 2014 than in 2013, the homicide rate in Montréal (0.97), Canada’s 
second largest CMA, was at its lowest point since data became available in 1981. For the second year in a row, both 
Saguenay and Sherbrooke reported no homicides in 2014, while Kingston and Brantford also recorded no homicides in 2014.  

While the homicide rate remained stable between 2013 and 2014, the attempted murder rate declined during the same 
period. More specifically, the rate of attempted murder decreased 4% from the previous year, declining from 1.81 attempted 
murders per 100,000 population in 2013 to 1.74 in 2014. In total, there were 617 attempted murders reported by police in 
Canada in 2014, 19 fewer than in 2013. Though the rate of attempted murder has remained consistently higher than the 
homicide rate since the 1980s, these offences have often shown similar trends over time (Chart 10). 

All forms of police-reported assault decreased in 2014 

Physical assault continued to be the most prevalent form of violent crime in Canada in 2014, accounting for close to 6 in 10 
(58%) violent offences reported by police. Police reported approximately 213,000 assaults in 2014, most of which (72%) were 
classified as common assaults (level 1). Common assaults have gradually been declining for more than 10 years and 
continued to do so in 2014, with the rate of common assaults decreasing 4% from the previous year.  

Other categories of assault include assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2), aggravated assault (level 3), 
assault against a peace officer, and other forms of assault (e.g., unlawfully causing bodily harm) – all of which also declined 
in 2014 (Table 5). Additionally, the combined rate of assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2) and aggravated 
assault (level 3) – referred to as major assault – was also down in 2014, decreasing 4% from the previous year and 
representing the seventh consecutive decline (Chart 12).  
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Despite a decrease in the national rate of major assault (levels 2 and 3), some provinces and territories reported increases 
between 2013 and 2014. Yukon reported the largest increase in the rate of major assault, up 13% from the previous year, 
while the increases in New Brunswick (+4%) and Prince Edward Island (+2%) were more modest (Table 6). Saskatchewan 
(346 major assaults per 100,000 population) and Manitoba (318 major assaults per 100,000 population) continued to report 
the highest major assault rates among the provinces, about double the rates in most other provinces.  

Police-reported robbery continued to decrease 

Continuing the downward trend seen over the past seven years, the rate of robbery decreased 11% from the previous year to 
a rate of 59 robberies per 100,000 population (Table 5, Chart 12). Police reported approximately 21,000 robberies in 2014, 
about 2,300 less than the year before.  

Despite a decrease in the national robbery rate, three provinces and two territories reported year-over-year increases in 2014 
(Table 6). More specifically, Prince Edward Island (+17%) and Newfoundland and Labrador (+15%) recorded the largest 
growth in the rate of robbery among the provinces, while the rate of robbery also increased in both Nunavut and Yukon.  

Conversely, Prince Edward Island recorded the lowest rate of robbery in the country at 18 robberies per 100,000 population, 
followed closely by New Brunswick (19 robberies per 100,000 population). Rates of robbery were also among the lowest in 
Nova Scotia, as well as Newfoundland and Labrador in 2014. Manitoba, despite a 9% decrease between 2013 and 2014, 
continued to report the highest rate of robbery among all provinces and territories in 2014 at 119 robberies per 100,000 
population. Unlike other forms of violent crime, robbery rates in the territories have generally been among the lowest in the 
country, a trend which continued for the most part in 2014, with the exception of Yukon.  

Several CMAs saw an increase in their robbery rates in 2014 (Table 7). After recording substantial decreases in their robbery 
rates in 2013, Saguenay (+70%) and Kingston (+47%) recorded the largest increases between 2013 and 2014. Despite the 
increase in Kingston, it continued to have the lowest rate of robbery among CMAs in 2014 (17 robberies per 100,000 
population). Aligning with findings at the provincial level, Winnipeg (165 robberies per 100,000 population) continued to 
record the highest robbery rate among CMAs in 2014, despite an 8% decrease from 2013.  
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Police-reported sexual assault declined in 2014 

Sexual assaults, like physical assaults, are classified by the Criminal Code into three separate categories depending on the 
severity of the incident. More specifically, level 1 sexual assault criminalizes assault of a sexual nature that violates the 
sexual integrity of a person. Sexual assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2) criminalizes sexual assault that 
involves a weapon, bodily harm or threats to cause bodily harm to a person. Lastly, aggravated sexual assault (level 3) 
criminalizes sexual assault which wounds, maims, disfigures or endangers the life of another person. 

In 2014, there were about 20,700 police-reported sexual assaults, the majority (98%) of which were classified as level 1 
sexual assault.  

Following the general trend seen over the past decade, the overall rate of police-reported sexual assaults continued to 
decrease in 2014, down 3% from the previous year, amounting to 58 sexual assaults per 100,000 population. While the rate 
of sexual assault decreased for all three categories between 2013 and 2014, aggravated sexual assault (level 3) saw the 
greatest decline (-22%) (Table 5).  

Police-reported sexual assaults decreased in almost all provinces and territories between 2013 and 2014, with the exception 
of Yukon (+6%) and Saskatchewan (+4%) (Table 6). After a year of increase in 2013, Prince Edward Island recorded the 
largest decrease in the rate of sexual assault in 2014 (down 34% from the previous year), resulting in the lowest rate 
recorded among all provinces and territories in 2014. The decrease in Prince Edward Island in 2014 can be somewhat 
attributed to the fact that compared with recent years, the province’s rate of police-reported sexual assaults was relatively 
high in 2013, and was then followed in 2014 by a rate that was relatively low.  

It is important to note that the number of sexual assaults reported by police is likely an underestimate of the true extent of 
sexual assault in Canada, as these types of offences are likely to go unreported to police. For instance, self-reported 
victimization data suggest that the majority (88%) of sexual assaults experienced by Canadians aged 15 years and older are 
not brought to the attention of police (Perreault and Brennan 2010). 

Police-reported sexual violations against children continued to increase in 2014 

While children or youth can be victims of sexual assaults (levels 1, 2 and 3), there are also a number of sexual violations 
within the Criminal Code that, by definition, apply only to victims under the age of 18. These specific sexual violations are 
categorized within the UCR Survey as “sexual violations against children”, and include: luring a child via a computer or the 
agreement/arrangement by means of telecommunication to commit a sexual offence against a child; sexual exploitation; 
sexual interference; invitation to sexual touching; and, making sexually explicit material available to a child.  

The number of police-reported sexual violations against children continued to rise in 2014, representing one of the few 
categories of violent violations to increase from the previous year. In total, there were approximately 4,500 police-reported 
sexual violations against children in 2014, about 300 more than in 2013 and resulting in a rate increase of 6% (Table 5). This 
was primarily the result of incidents of luring a child via a computer (including the agreement or arrangement to commit a 
sexual offence against a child), which increased from 850 incidents in 2013 to 1,190 incidents in 2014. While the violations of 
making sexually explicit material available to a child and sexual exploitation recorded slight increases in the number of 
incidents between 2013 and 2014, the number of incidents related to sexual interference or invitation to sexual touching 
declined over the same period.  

It is important to note that for the violations included in “sexual violations against children”, differences in police-reported 
statistics between geographic areas or across time may be influenced by levels of reporting to police, as well as by single 
incidents that include several victims. In addition, certain police services dedicate special units to investigate these types of 
crime, which can also impact differences by geographic areas or changes over time. Similar to sexual assaults in general, the 
number of sexual violations against children is also expected to be an underestimate due to compounding factors that are 
likely to impact reporting, such as reliance on an adult to bring the incident to the attention of police (Kuoppämaki et al. 2011; 
United Nations 2006).  

In addition to sexual violations against children, in which information on the victim is available, the UCR Survey also collects 
data on accessing, possessing, making, printing or distributing child pornography.

16
 In 2014, the number and rate of child 

pornography incidents continued to rise, up from approximately 2,800 incidents in 2013 to about 4,000 incidents in 2014. As 
a result, the rate increased by 41%, up from 8 incidents per 100,000 population in 2013 to 11 incidents per 100,000 
population in 2014. Part of this increase, however, can be attributed to a proactive project initiated by the British Columbia 
Integrated Child Exploitation Unit which recorded Internet Protocol (IP) addresses that were in possession of, and possibly 
sharing child pornography.  
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Text box 3 
Measuring Crime in Canada: Police-reported data and the GSS on Victimization  

In Canada, two main national surveys collect crime-related data: the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey and the General 
Social Survey (GSS) on Victimization. The UCR Survey collects police-reported data, while the GSS on Victimization collects 
information from a sample of Canadians aged 15 years and older. The GSS on Victimization is conducted every five years, 
with national and provincial data from the 2014 survey cycle planned to be released in the fall of 2015. Unlike the UCR 
Survey, the GSS on Victimization also captures information on crimes that have not been reported to police. The GSS on 
Victimization, however, only collects information for a subset of offences – sexual assault, robbery, physical assault, breaking 
and entering, theft of motor vehicles or their parts, theft of personal property, theft of household property, and vandalism – 
and does not include crimes committed against businesses.  

While both surveys are used to measure crime, significant methodological and conceptual differences exist between them 
and affect direct comparisons of data findings (for further information, see Wallace et al. 2009). It is possible, however, to 
compare trends from the two surveys to better understand changes in the pattern of crimes reported to police. For instance, 
for some offences, namely assault, robbery, motor vehicle theft and mischief, both surveys show similar downward trends 
between 1999 and 2009. In contrast, the GSS on Victimization data illustrate an increase in theft and no change in breaking 
and entering or sexual assault between 1999 and 2009, while the UCR Survey recorded decreases for those violations 
during the same time period.  

Differences in crime trends between the two surveys may be partly due to Canadians’ tendency to report certain crimes. 
More specifically, GSS on Victimization data indicate that while reporting rates to police remained steady for the majority of 
offences between 1999 and 2009, reporting rates decreased for breaking and entering, household property theft and theft of 
personal property. Trends in the reporting of sexual assaults to police were unavailable, as the sample size was too small to 
yield a reliable estimate of the reporting rates for each respective year of the GSS on Victimization. Based on results from the 
2009 GSS on Victimization, 88% of sexual assaults experienced by Canadians aged 15 years and older were not brought to 
the attention of police. 

Among victims reporting to the GSS on Victimization, the most common reason for not reporting a criminal incident to police 
was that they did not consider it to be important enough (36%). Other reasons for not reporting the criminal incident to police 
included feeling that the police could not have done anything about the incident (19%), or that the incident had been dealt 
with in another way (15%). It is of interest to note that the 2014 GSS on Victimization was amended to include more detailed 
reasons for not reporting a criminal incident to police.  

For more information about the results of the 2009 GSS on Victimization, see ‘Trends in reporting criminal victimization to 
police, 1999 to 2009’ (Sinha 2015) and ‘Criminal victimization in Canada, 2009’ (Perreault and Brennan 2010). While data 
from the 2014 GSS on Victimization were not available at the time of publication, the data, as well as a Juristat, are 
scheduled to be released in the fall of 2015.  
 

Non-violent Crime 

Police-reported non-violent crime continued to decline in volume and severity 

In 2014, most crime reported by police continued to be non-violent in nature, with property offences and other Criminal Code 
offences accounting for about four in five (79%) police-reported crimes.

17
 In total, there were about 1.4 million police-reported 

non-violent incidents in 2014, of which approximately 1.1 million were property crimes (Table 1b). While the rates for the 
majority of non-violent Criminal Code violations (excluding traffic) decreased between 2013 and 2014, increases were 
recorded for a handful of violations.  

In addition to a rise in child pornography incidents, which was mentioned previously, terrorism violations also increased 
between 2013 and 2014. Police reported 100 terrorism incidents in Canada in 2014, which was 29 more than in 2013. While 
this resulted in a 39% increase in rate, the rate remained below one incident per 100,000 population (Table 5). The increase 
in terrorism was primarily attributable to new terrorism violations that were added part way through 2013, in particular leaving 
Canada to participate in the activity of a terrorist group, as well as an increase in violations related to facilitating terrorist 
activity.  

In terms of other increases among non-violent violations, rates of identity fraud (+8%), fraud (+2%) and motor vehicle theft 
(+1%) also rose between 2013 and 2014.  
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The non-violent CSI (see Text box 1), which accounts for both the volume and severity of police-reported non-violent crime, 
also decreased in 2014. More specifically, the non-violent CSI declined 2% from 66.8 in 2013 to 65.2 in 2014, marking the 
eleventh consecutive decrease. At the national level, the decline was mainly due to a decrease in breaking and entering. 
Compared with 2004, the non-violent CSI was 39% lower in 2014 (Table 1a).  

All of the territories and almost all provinces recorded a decrease in their non-violent CSI in 2014, with the exception of 
British Columbia (+6%) and Alberta (+1%) (Table 2a). The increase in British Columbia’s non-violent CSI was the result of 
increases in several violations, including theft of $5,000 or under, child pornography,

18
 breaking and entering, and motor 

vehicle theft.  

Prince Edward Island recorded the greatest decrease in the non-violent CSI in 2014, down 21% from the previous year. The 
decrease in Prince Edward Island’s non-violent CSI was primarily driven by fewer incidents of theft of $5,000 or under, and 
breaking and entering. Despite the large decrease in Prince Edward Island, it was Ontario (47.1) that continued to record the 
lowest non-violent CSI among all provinces and territories. In contrast, Saskatchewan (123.5) continued to record the highest 
non-violent CSI among the provinces in 2014, which was mainly due to breaking and entering, as well as mischief and theft 
of $5,000 or under.  

Several of Canada’s CMAs recorded an increase in their non-violent CSI in 2014. Mirroring findings at the provincial level, all 
CMAs within British Columbia recorded increases in their non-violent CSI in 2014. Up 12% from the previous year, both 
Vancouver and Guelph recorded the largest increase in non-violent CSI in 2014. In Vancouver, several violations contributed 
to this increase, including more incidents of theft of $5,000 or under, child pornography,

19
 theft of a motor vehicle, breaking 

and entering, and fraud. The increase in Guelph was primarily a result of more incidents of breaking and entering, fraud, and 
theft of $5,000 or under. 

The non-violent CSI in Vancouver (103.2) was just slightly below that of Saskatoon (104.8), the CMA with the highest non-
violent CSI in 2014. With a 3% decrease between 2013 and 2014, Toronto (38.0) continued to record the lowest non-violent 
CSI among CMAs. 

Police-reported break-ins continued downward trend in 2014 

Breaking and entering continued to be one of the most common forms of property crime in 2014, following the violations of 
theft of $5,000 or under and mischief. In total, police reported about 151,900 break-ins in 2014, accounting for 14% of all 
property-related offences. Since peaking in the early 1990s, the rate of breaking and entering has steadily been declining in 
Canada, a trend which continued in 2014 (Chart 13). Between 2004 and 2014, the rate of breaking and entering dropped by 
51%, including a 4% decline from 2013 to 2014, and reached a rate of 427 incidents per 100,000 population in 2014 (Table 
5). Part of the decline in breaking and entering, however, may be a result of fewer Canadians choosing to report this offence. 
Data from the 2009 GSS found that between 1999 and 2009, the rate of reporting incidents of breaking and entering 
decreased by eight percentage points (Sinha 2015).  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211-eng.htm#n18
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In 2014, the decrease in the rate of police-reported breaking and entering occurred in almost all provinces and territories, with 
the exception of the three westernmost provinces. Saskatchewan (+10%), British Columbia (+4%) and Alberta (+1%) all 
recorded increases in the rate of police-reported breaking and entering. Among the provinces, Saskatchewan continued to 
record the highest rate of breaking and entering (756 per 100,000 population), while Ontario continued to record the lowest 
rate (291 per 100,000 population). 

Unlike the decline in the rate of breaking and entering seen at the national level, several CMAs recorded increases in their 
rate of this type of crime between 2013 and 2014 (Table 7). With the largest increase (up 29% from the previous year), 
Saskatoon recorded the highest rate of breaking and entering among CMAs in 2014 (763 per 100,000 population). In 
contrast, with an 11% decrease between 2013 and 2014, the rate of breaking and entering among CMAs was lowest in 
Barrie (202 per 100,000 population), followed by Ottawa (213 per 100,000 population).  

Motor vehicle theft increased slightly between 2013 and 2014 

Motor vehicle theft was one of the few property offences – and offences in general – that did not decline between 2013 and 
2014. With about 74,000 police-reported motor vehicle thefts in 2014, the rate increased slightly (+1%) from the previous 
year, ending the consecutive annual decline seen over the past 10 years. Despite the slight increase in the rate of motor 
vehicle theft between 2013 and 2014, the 2014 rate was still 61% lower than 10 years earlier (Table 5, Chart 13). 

The national increase in motor vehicle thefts in 2014 was reflective of more police-reported motor vehicle thefts in British 
Columbia, the Northwest Territories, Manitoba and Alberta. With about 3,500 more motor vehicle thefts in 2014 than the 
previous year, British Columbia recorded the largest increase in this rate, up 29%. Among the provinces, rates of police-
reported motor vehicle thefts were highest in Alberta (402 per 100,000 population) and Saskatchewan (386 per 100,000 
population), and lowest in Prince Edward Island (52 per 100,000 population) and Newfoundland and Labrador (91 per 
100,000 population) (Table 6).  

In 2014, rates of motor vehicle theft increased in nearly half of Canada’s CMAs. Reflecting the provincial increase, all CMAs 
in British Columbia recorded an increase in motor vehicle theft in 2014 (Table 7). Up 44% from the previous year, Vancouver 
recorded the largest increase in the rate of motor vehicle theft among CMAs in 2014, resulting in the third highest rate of 
motor vehicle theft among all CMAs (388 per 100,000 population), just slightly behind that of Abbotsford-Mission (391 per 
100,000 population). With a 9% increase from the previous year, Saskatoon recorded the highest rate of motor vehicle theft 
in 2014, at 416 incidents per 100,000 population.  
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Police-reported impaired driving down for third consecutive year 

Police reported about 74,800 alcohol or drug impaired driving incidents in 2014, about 3,000 fewer than the year before. The 
rate of impaired driving decreased by 5% in 2014 to 210 impaired driving incidents per 100,000 population, representing the 
third consecutive decline (Table 5, Chart 14).  

 

Since July 2008, under the Criminal Code, police can perform compulsory roadside checks and assessments if they suspect 
a driver is under the influence of drugs (Owusu-Bempah 2014; Perreault 2013). Almost all police-reported impaired driving 
incidents continued to involve alcohol in 2014 (97%), while a small proportion (3%) involved drugs.  

Unlike the overall decline in impaired driving between 2013 and 2014, the number and rate for almost all drug impaired 
driving violations increased over the same period. In total, there were 2,500 drug impaired driving violations in 2014, just over 
500 more than the previous year. Despite this increase, the rate of drug impaired driving (7 per 100,000 population) remained 
low compared with alcohol impaired driving (203 per 100,000 population). The low rate for drug impaired driving may be 
partly explained by the fact that determining and measuring the level of drug impairment can be more difficult and less 
reliable than the measures used to detect alcohol impaired driving (Owusu-Bempah 2014).  

Impaired driving rates declined in every province except Nova Scotia, where the rate remained stable between 2013 and 
2014 (Table 6). Nunavut was the only territory to record a decrease in its impaired driving rate between 2013 and 2014, as 
both the Northwest Territories (+30%) and Yukon (+22%) recorded increases. 
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It is important to note that the number of impaired driving offences reported by police can be influenced by a number of 
factors, including changes in legislation, varying law enforcement practices across jurisdictions (e.g., R.I.D.E. programs), and 
changing societal attitudes toward drinking and driving (Perreault 2013).  

Possession of drugs other than cannabis and cocaine increased in 2014 

In Canada, drug offences such as possession, trafficking, importation and exportation, and production fall under the 
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA). In 2014, there were just under 104,000 CDSA offences reported by police, 
representing a rate of 292 per 100,000 population. Of these offences, two-thirds (66%) were related to cannabis, primarily 
cannabis possession. 

The overall rate of CDSA offences decreased in 2014, down 6% from the previous year. The decrease, however, was mainly 
the result of fewer drug offences involving cannabis and cocaine. For instance, while the rates of possession of cannabis (-
4%) and possession of cocaine (-3%) decreased between 2013 and 2014, the rates of possession of methamphetamines 
(e.g., crystal meth) (+38%), heroin (+34%), methylenedioxyamphetamine (e.g., ecstasy) (+28%) and other substances 
banned under the CDSA (+1%) increased during this period (Table 5). Similarly, while rates of trafficking, production or 
distribution of cannabis (-25%) and cocaine (-12%) showed large decreases between 2013 and 2014, increases were 
recorded in the rates of trafficking, production or distribution of methamphetamines (+17%) and heroin (+12%). 

While decreases in almost all provinces and territories contributed to the national decline in cannabis-related offences 
between 2013 and 2014, the national decrease in cocaine-related offences was primarily the result of fewer incidents in 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Ontario. Between 2013 and 2014, the rate of cocaine-related offences in Saskatchewan 
decreased 45% from the previous year, while declines in British Columbia (-14%) and Ontario (-8%) were more modest 
(Table 6). Similarly, the rise in the rate of other drug-related offences
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 was partly explained by increases in Alberta (+44%) 

and British Columbia (+18%), where the largest increases in the number of such incidents between 2013 and 2014 were 
recorded.  

Since peaking in 1991, the police-reported crime rate has decreased by half, while the rate of police-reported drug offences 
has increased by 52% over the same period (Cotter et al. 2015). Similarly, over the past decade, rates of certain police-
reported drug offences have continued to move in the opposite direction, showing an upward trend rather than a downward 
trend (Table 5, Chart 14). For instance, the combined rate of possession of drugs other than cannabis or cocaine was up 
67% in 2014 compared with 2004; the rate of possession of cannabis also increased during this time period, by a more 
modest 7%.  

The general upward trend in police-reported drug offences in Canada may be related to varying policies, practices and 
resources available across different police services and over time. For instance, a police service’s decision to target particular 
offences or offenders may result in the identification of more incidents of drug-related crime, rather than representing an 
increase in the number of incidents that are actually occurring (Dauvergne 2009). Similarly, when other types of crime are 
declining, police may be able to focus more resources and efforts on crime involving drugs. Comparisons between police 
services or, more broadly, between geographical areas, should therefore be made with caution.  

Police-reported youth crime 

Fewer youth accused of crime in 2014 

While overall crime statistics are based on the number of criminal incidents, police-reported youth crime is based on the 
number of youth, aged 12 to 17 years, accused in a criminal incident. The number of youth accused includes youth who were 
either charged, or recommended for charging, as well as those who were diverted from the formal criminal justice system 
through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to community programs, etc. As such, the rate of youth accused – also 
referred to as the youth crime rate – and the youth Crime Severity Index are not directly comparable to overall trends in 
crime.  

In total, there were about 94,100 youth accused of a criminal incident in 2014, about 11,000 fewer than in the previous year. 
Of the 94,100 youth accused of a criminal incident in 2014, 55% were dealt with by other means, while the remaining 45% 
were formally charged by police. Since the implementation of the Youth Criminal Justice Act in 2004, the rate of youth dealt 
with by other means has continued to be higher than the rate of youth formally charged, although this difference has been 
narrowing since 2009 (Chart 15). 
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Volume and severity of crime involving youth continued downward trend 

Similar to crime in general, the police-reported youth Crime Severity Index (youth CSI), which measures both the volume and 
seriousness of crime involving youth accused (both charged and not charged), declined in 2014. Continuing the downward 
trend seen over the previous four years, the youth CSI decreased 9% between 2013 and 2014, reaching 60.3 in 2014 (Table 
8a, Chart 16). Compared to a decade ago, the 2014 youth CSI was lower by 40%.  
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In addition, the police-reported youth crime rate, which measures the volume of crime among youth, was also down by 9% in 
2014, reaching a rate of 4,016 youth accused per 100,000 youth population (Table 8b). Compared to a decade ago, when the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA) had just recently been implemented, the rate of youth accused in 2014 was 42% lower.  

Decreases in youth accused of crime were seen among almost all types of offences, including some of the most common 
crimes committed by youth. Between 2013 and 2014, the rate of youth accused of all forms of property crime decreased, 
including decreases in the most common violations of theft of $5,000 or under (-4%) and mischief (-13%).  

The number and rate of youth accused of some of the most serious crimes also decreased in 2014 (Table 9). For instance, 
25 youth were accused of homicide in 2014, which was 16 fewer than in 2013, and well below the previous 10-year average 
number of 59 youth accused of homicide. The 2014 youth homicide rate (1.07 per 100,000 youth) represented a 38% 
decrease from the previous year, as well as the lowest rate recorded since 1984 – the year in which the Young Offenders Act 
was enacted, establishing the national age of criminal responsibility for youth at 12 years old.  

While rates for youth accused of homicide and attempted murder have generally shown similar trends over time, the rate of 
youth accused of attempted murder was one of the few violent violations to increase in 2014. In total, the number of youth 
accused of attempted murder rose from 38 youth in 2013 to 51 youth in 2014, resulting in a 37% increase in rate. Despite this 
increase, the rate of youth accused of attempted murder (2.18 per 100,000 youth) remained lower than the previous 10-year 
average (2.25 per 100,000 youth).  

Youth CSI down in all provinces and territories, except Yukon 

All provinces and territories recorded decreases in their youth CSI with the exception of Yukon, where it increased 6% 
between 2013 and 2014 (Table 10). With a 24% decrease in its youth CSI from 2013, British Columbia had the country’s 
lowest youth CSI in 2014 at 38.6. Among the provinces, the youth CSI continued to be highest in Saskatchewan (165.8) and 
Manitoba (115.6).  

While the youth violent CSI decreased by 10% at the national level, several provinces and territories saw an increase in their 
youth violent CSI between 2013 and 2014 (Table 10). The youth violent CSI more than doubled in Yukon (+104%) in 2014, 
while Prince Edward Island (+79%) and Nunavut (+18%) recorded the next largest increases. Despite a 25% decrease, 
Manitoba (124.4) recorded the highest youth violent CSI among all provinces in 2014.  
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Summary  

Both the police-reported Crime Severity Index (CSI) and the crime rate continued to decline in Canada in 2014, furthering a 
longer-term downward trend. While the majority of violations decreased in 2014, the overall decline in the severity of crime 
was primarily the result of fewer incidents of breaking and entering, as well as robbery.  

With the exception of Yukon, British Columbia and Alberta, all other provinces and territories recorded a decline in their CSI 
between 2013 and 2014. Despite overall declines, several CMAs recorded an increase in their CSI in 2014.  

While almost all violent violations decreased in 2014, extortion, sexual violations against children, and abduction were among 
the few violent offences to record an increase, and the rate of homicide remained stable. 

The youth CSI also continued to decline in 2014 with decreases recorded in all provinces and territories, with the exception of 
Yukon. Declines were seen in the majority of offences, including all forms of property crime and most forms of violent crime.  

Survey Description  

Uniform Crime Reporting Survey 

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey was established in 1962 with the co-operation and assistance of the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police. The scope of the survey is Criminal Code offences and other federal statutes that have been 
reported to federal, provincial or municipal police services in Canada and that have been substantiated through investigation 
by these services. 

Coverage of the UCR aggregate data reflects virtually 100% of the total caseload for all police services in Canada. One 
incident can involve multiple offences. In order to ensure comparability, counts presented in this article are based upon the 
most serious offence in the incident as determined by a standard classification rule used by all police services. Counts based 
upon all violations are available upon request. 

Each year, the UCR database is “frozen” at the end of May for the production of crime statistics for the preceding calendar 
year. However, police services continue to send updated data to Statistics Canada after this date for incidents that occurred 
in previous years. Generally, these revisions constitute new accused records, as incidents are solved and accused persons 
are identified by police. However, some new incidents may be added and previously reported incidents may be deleted as 
new information becomes known.  

Revisions are accepted for a one-year period after the data are initially released. For example, when the 2014 crime statistics 
are released, the 2013 data are updated with any revisions that have been made between May 2014 and May 2015. The 
data are revised only once and are then permanently frozen. Over the past 10 years (2004 to 2013), data corresponding to 
previous years have been revised upward 7 times and revised downward 3 times, with an average annual revision of 0.2%. 
The 2014 revision to counts of persons charged and youth not charged resulted in a 0.9% increase to 2013 counts. 

Measuring incidents of crime  

Data from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey are used to calculate both the traditional crime rate and the Crime Severity 
Index (CSI). Both the traditional crime rate and the CSI are based on the aggregate count of criminal incidents. A criminal 
incident involves one or more related offences that are committed during a single criminal event and have been reported to 
and substantiated by police. Where there are multiple victims within a single criminal event, a separate aggregate incident is 
counted for each victim. For example, a single incident involving an assault on three victims at the same time and location is 
counted in the aggregate statistics as three incidents of assault. 

Police services can report up to four violations for each incident; however, this has typically only been the practice since the 
late 1980s and not for all police services. Therefore, both the traditional crime rate and the CSI are based on the most 
serious violation in the criminal incident. By basing the measures on the most serious offence in an incident, it allows for 
historical comparisons, as well as better comparisons among police services.  

It is possible, however, that by counting only the most serious violation, some offences may be underrepresented. This has 
little or no effect on serious violent offences, such as homicide, sexual assault and aggravated assault. However, some, but 
not all, minor offences are less likely to be the most serious when occurring at the same time as other more serious 
violations. These secondary offences, therefore, are not included in the calculation of aggregate statistics, the crime rate or 
the CSI.  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 26 

Juristat Article—Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2014 

For more information on counting crime in Canada, see Measuring Crime in Canada: Introducing the Crime Severity Index 
and Improvements to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (Wallace et al. 2009) and The Methodology of the Police-Reported 
Crime Severity Index (Babyak et al. 2009).  
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Notes 

1. These data conform to a nationally approved set of common crime categories and definitions that have been developed in 
co-operation with the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police. The UCR Survey collects and reports on police-reported 
federal statute offences.  

2. To publish police-reported crime statistics in as timely a way as possible, this report relies on aggregate data (totals), 
which are the first crime data available each calendar year. More detailed data on the characteristics of incidents, victims and 
accused persons will be available following the release of this report, and will be accessible for custom data requests or 
possible inclusion in future editions of Juristat.  

3. Data at the police service level are available on CANSIM (tables 252-0075 to 252-0090) and upon request.  

4. Trends in youth accused of crime are not directly comparable to trends in overall crime. For instance, instead of measuring 
the number of criminal incidents per 100,000 population, the youth accused rate is calculated as the number of youth 
accused per 100,000 youth population. Similarly, the youth CSI is also based upon youth accused rather than criminal 
incidents.  

5. Information on the total number of violations is available upon request.  

6. To calculate weights, the CSI uses national average sentences which are adjusted every five years in order to account for 
changes in sentencing patterns, or changes to the Criminal Code and other federal statutes. The CSI weights were most 
recently adjusted in 2013 and applied retroactively to UCR data for 2011 onwards. Outliers (atypically very long and unique 
sentences for a given offence) are not included in the average. 

7. Between April 1 and September 30 2014, the British Columbia Integrated Child Exploitation Unit (BC ICE) undertook a 
proactive project to record Internet Protocol (IP) addresses in possession of, and possibly sharing child pornography. This 
resulted in an increase in reported child pornography violations that year and all incidents detected by the BC ICE were 
recorded within the Surrey Police Service records management system. Therefore, while the incidents were reported through 
Surrey and appear in crime statistics for Surrey (and the Vancouver census metropolitan area [CMA] as Surrey is within this 
CMA’s boundaries), neither the incidents themselves nor the offenders are limited to Surrey. 

8. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban 
core. A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included 
in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by 
commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service. 

9. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this analysis due to the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional 
boundaries and the CMA boundaries.  

10. Peterborough, Brantford, Guelph, Barrie, and Kelowna became CMAs in 2006. As a result, percent changes are 
calculated from 2006 to 2014 for these CMAs.  

11. Part way through 2013, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police revised policing boundaries for rural detachments in New 
Brunswick. This resulted in a change in the census metropolitan area (CMA) boundaries that are determined for the purpose 
of reporting crime statistics. As such, 2013 data for the New Brunswick CMAs of Saint John and Moncton are not comparable 
to previous or future years. Further, data from 2014 onward are not comparable to years prior to 2014. 
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12. The General Social Survey (GSS) on Victimization is conducted every five years. Results from the 2014 GSS on 
Victimization were not available at the time of publication, however, the data, as well as a Juristat, are scheduled to be 
released in the fall of 2015.  

13. Includes Criminal Code violations that specifically concern offences involving child and youth victims. These include 
sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, making sexually explicit material available to children 
for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth, and luring a child via a computer/agreement or 
arrangement. Incidents of sexual assault levels 1, 2 and 3 against children and youth are counted within those three violation 
categories.  

14. Incidents of child pornography are not included in the category of sexual violations against children. The offence of “Child 
Pornography” includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to access, possess, make, 
print, or distribute child pornography. When the actual victim is not identified, this offence is reported to the Uniform Crime 
Reporting Survey with the most serious offence being “Child Pornography” which falls under the larger crime category of 
“Other Criminal Code”. In cases where an actual victim is identified, police will report the most serious offence as sexual 
assault, sexual exploitation or other sexual violations against children, which falls under the category of “Violent Violations”, 
and child pornography may be reported as a secondary violation.  

15. Due to small populations, the territories are more susceptible to considerable year-over-year fluctuations in both their CSI 
and crime rates.  

16. See Note 14 for further information. Due to the complexity of these cyber incidents, the data likely reflect the number of 
active or closed investigations for the year rather than the total number of incidents reported to police. Further, data are 
based on police-reported incidents that are recorded in police services’ records management systems.  

17. Unlike the non-violent CSI, the non-violent crime count combines property crime and other Criminal Code offences and 
does not include Criminal Code traffic violations, such as impaired driving, or other federal statute offences, such as drug 
offences.  

18. See Note 7 for further information. 

19. See Note 7 for further information.  

20. Includes heroin, methamphetamines (e.g., crystal meth), methylenedioxyamphetamine (e.g., ecstasy) and other 
controlled drugs and substances, as well as possession of precursors and equipment.  
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Detailed data tables 
 

Table 1a 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes, Canada, 2004 to 2014 

Year 

Total  
Crime Severity Index 

Violent  
Crime Severity Index 

Non-violent  
Crime Severity Index 

index percent change  
from previous year 

index percent change  
from previous year 

index percent change  
from previous year 

2004 104.1 -3 96.0 -2 107.2 -3 
2005 101.3 -3 98.5 3 102.4 -4 
2006 100.0 -1 100.0 2 100.0 -2 
2007 95.3 -5 97.8 -2 94.3 -6 
2008 90.6 -5 95.1 -3 88.9 -6 
2009 87.8 -3 94.3 -1 85.3 -4 
2010 82.9 -6 89.2 -5 80.5 -6 
2011 77.6 -6 85.7 -4 74.5 -8 
2012 75.4 -3 81.9 -5 72.9 -2 
2013

r
 68.8 -9 73.9 -10 66.8 -8 

2014 66.7 -3 70.2 -5 65.2 -2 
Percent change  
  2004 to 2014 

-36 ... -27 ... -39 ... 

... not applicable 
r
 revised 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0052). Crime Severity Indexes are based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic 
offences, as well as other federal statute violations. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. Data on the Crime Severity Indexes are 
available beginning in 1998. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics Canada, 

Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 

 
 
 

Table 1b 
Police-reported crime rate, Canada, 2004 to 2014 

Year 

Total crime  
(crime rate) Violent crime Property crime 

Other Criminal Code 
offences 

number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from  
previous 

year 

2004 2,427,370 7,600 -2 448,514 1,404 -2 1,636,363 5,123 -3 342,493 1,072 3 
2005 2,361,974 7,325 -4 447,857 1,389 -1 1,574,808 4,884 -5 339,309 1,052 -2 
2006 2,359,804 7,245 -1 451,652 1,387 0 1,566,315 4,809 -2 341,837 1,050 0 
2007 2,271,754 6,908 -5 445,252 1,354 -2 1,488,103 4,525 -6 338,399 1,029 -2 
2008 2,204,479 6,631 -4 443,608 1,334 -1 1,415,572 4,258 -6 345,299 1,039 1 
2009 2,172,809 6,461 -3 444,533 1,322 -1 1,386,184 4,122 -3 342,092 1,017 -2 
2010 2,094,338 6,159 -5 439,220 1,292 -2 1,305,150 3,838 -7 349,968 1,029 1 
2011 1,984,790 5,779 -6 424,338 1,236 -4 1,214,312 3,536 -8 346,140 1,008 -2 
2012 1,957,227 5,632 -3 416,147 1,197 -3 1,193,600 3,435 -3 347,480 1,000 -1 
2013

r
 1,826,431 5,195 -8 384,385 1,093 -9 1,106,509 3,148 -8 335,537 954 -5 

2014 1,793,534 5,046 -3 369,359 1,039 -5 1,100,403 3,096 -2 323,772 911 -5 
Percent 
 change 
 2004 to 
 2014 

... -34 ... ... -26 ... ... -40 ... ... -15 ... 

... not applicable 
r
 revised 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. 
See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total violent crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. Counts are based upon the 
most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for the rates of total, violent, property and other crime 
categories are available beginning in 1962. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percent changes are based on unrounded 
rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 2a 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes, by province and territory, 2014 

Province  
and territory 

Total  
Crime Severity Index 

Violent  
Crime Severity Index 

Non-violent  
Crime Severity Index 

index 
percent change  

2013 to 2014 index 
percent change  

2013 to 2014 index 
percent change  

2013 to 2014 

Newfoundland and Labrador 62.5 -9 58.6 -11 63.8 -8 
Prince Edward Island 53.9 -17 44.3 3 57.3 -21 
Nova Scotia 66.1 -5 65.5 -10 66.1 -4 
New Brunswick 55.9 -7 56.0 -6 55.7 -8 
Quebec 57.3 -8 63.5 -7 55.0 -9 
Ontario 50.0 -5 57.6 -7 47.1 -4 
Manitoba 95.9 -5 126.9 -7 84.4 -3 
Saskatchewan 123.4 -2 122.5 0 123.5 -3 
Alberta 85.7 1 85.2 1 85.7 1 
British Columbia 91.6 3 77.0 -4 96.8 6 
Yukon 189.1 11 236.7 50 171.3 -2 
Northwest Territories 290.5 -8 278.2 -9 294.3 -7 
Nunavut 272.0 -5 415.6 -3 219.3 -6 
Canada 66.7 -3 70.2 -5 65.2 -2 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0052). Crime Severity Indexes are based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic 
offences, as well as other federal statute violations. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. Data on provincial and territorial Crime 
Severity Indexes are available beginning in 1998. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates 

from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  

 
 
 

Table 2b 
Police-reported crime rate, by province and territory, 2014 

Province  
and territory 

Total crime  
(crime rate) Violent crime Property crime 

Other Criminal Code 
offences 

number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

29,531 5,604 -6 6,725 1,276 -8 17,480 3,317 -7 5,326 1,011 0 

Prince Edward 
Island 

6,862 4,691 -20 1,206 824 -13 4,819 3,294 -23 837 572 -12 

Nova Scotia 51,391 5,452 -3 11,699 1,241 1 31,182 3,308 -5 8,510 903 -4 
New Brunswick 33,832 4,488 -7 8,778 1,164 -6 19,686 2,611 -8 5,368 712 -5 
Quebec 286,828 3,492 -10 77,261 941 -4 172,577 2,101 -10 36,990 450 -17 
Ontario 486,384 3,556 -3 107,600 787 -6 313,607 2,293 -3 65,177 476 -2 
Manitoba 98,899 7,714 -3 21,961 1,713 -7 55,275 4,311 0 21,663 1,690 -8 
Saskatchewan 118,222 10,505 -2 22,097 1,963 -1 63,333 5,628 -1 32,792 2,914 -4 
Alberta 290,581 7,050 0 51,267 1,244 -3 177,590 4,309 1 61,724 1,498 -1 
British 
Columbia 

351,912 7,599 2 53,187 1,148 -8 226,290 4,886 7 72,435 1,564 -3 

Yukon 8,733 23,919 0 1,660 4,547 8 3,415 9,354 -2 3,658 10,019 0 
Northwest 
Territories 

19,158 43,917 -4 3,015 6,911 -7 10,108 23,171 -4 6,035 13,834 -2 

Nunavut 11,201 30,616 -6 2,903 7,935 -9 5,041 13,779 6 3,257 8,903 -18 
Canada 1,793,534 5,046 -3 369,359 1,039 -5 1,100,403 3,096 -2 323,772 911 -5 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. 
See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total violent crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. Counts are based upon the 
most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for the rates of total, violent, property and other crime 
categories are available beginning in 1962. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percent changes are based on unrounded 
rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 3 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes, by census metropolitan area, 2014 

Census  
metropolitan  
area

1, 2, 3
 

Population 
Total Crime  

Severity Index 
Violent Crime 
Severity Index 

Non-violent Crime 
Severity Index 

number index 

percent 
change 2013 

to 2014 

percent 
change 2004 

to 2014 index 

percent 
change 2013 

to 2014 index 

percent 
change 2013 

to 2014 

St. John's 204,427 73.9 -5 -25 69.5 -12 75.4 -3 
Halifax 414,370 65.7 -4 -51 73.6 -13 62.7 0 
Moncton

4
 154,460 65.4 ... ... 74.5 ... 62.0 ... 

Saint John
4
 127,730 55.7 ... ... 61.6 ... 53.5 ... 

Saguenay 167,708 54.9 -7 -11 58.2 6 53.6 -12 
Québec 793,352 45.2 -2 -35 47.5 0 44.2 -3 
Sherbrooke 196,621 52.4 -8 -38 51.6 16 52.5 -15 
Trois-Rivières 154,975 58.7 -3 -18 57.3 10 59.1 -6 
Montréal 4,032,173 60.2 -9 -41 72.5 -9 55.6 -9 
Gatineau

5
 325,403 56.3 -1 -36 57.5 -12 55.7 4 

Ottawa
6
 986,863 45.3 -7 -44 49.6 -12 43.7 -6 

Kingston 165,319 55.2 2 -33 44.3 -8 59.1 5 
Peterborough

7
 122,197 53.4 -2 -33 51.7 -10 53.9 2 

Toronto 5,997,063 44.9 -4 -38 63.5 -6 38.0 -3 
Hamilton 744,618 50.7 -8 -38 55.0 -8 49.0 -8 
St. Catharines–Niagara 446,192 57.3 0 -28 40.9 -17 63.1 5 
Kitchener–Cambridge– 
  Waterloo 

538,302 55.2 -4 -34 51.1 -11 56.6 -1 

Brantford
7
 143,909 76.3 -8 -33 73.5 0 77.2 -11 

Guelph
7
 129,079 47.7 9 -20 44.1 3 48.9 12 

London 504,599 66.3 -2 -27 49.0 -15 72.4 2 
Windsor 329,886 58.1 -5 -43 57.0 -8 58.3 -4 
Barrie

7
 210,592 43.6 2 -44 42.3 11 44.0 -1 

Greater Sudbury 165,175 61.3 -8 -25 62.9 -5 60.6 -10 
Thunder Bay 121,616 89.9 10 -18 138.5 22 72.0 3 
Winnipeg 790,995 80.7 -4 -53 116.1 -4 67.7 -3 
Regina 239,630 102.8 -3 -55 103.8 -4 102.2 -2 
Saskatoon 306,605 109.7 10 -42 122.6 11 104.8 10 
Calgary 1,415,000 59.9 -2 -39 63.0 1 58.6 -2 
Edmonton 1,328,780 87.1 2 -40 93.3 3 84.7 2 
Kelowna

7
 190,015 87.9 0 -38 60.4 -5 97.8 1 

Abbotsford–Mission 178,919 84.4 6 -50 81.1 17 85.4 2 
Vancouver 2,470,942 96.7 8 -39 78.2 -5 103.2 12 
Victoria 358,930 62.8 6 -46 58.4 7 64.3 6 
Canada 35,540,419 66.7 -3 -36 70.2 -5 65.2 -2 
... not applicable 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA 
must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent 
municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census 
data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service. 
2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries. 
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table due to the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA 
boundaries. 
4. Part way through 2013, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police revised policing boundaries for rural detachments in New Brunswick. This 
resulted in a change in the census metropolitan area (CMA) boundaries that are determined for the purpose of reporting crime statistics. 
As such, 2013 data for the New Brunswick CMAs of Saint John and Moncton are not comparable to previous or future years. Further, data 
from 2014 onward are not comparable to years prior to 2014.  
5. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
6. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
7. Peterborough, Brantford, Guelph, Barrie and Kelowna became CMAs in 2006. Therefore, the percent change in Total Crime Severity 
Index for these CMAs is calculated from 2006 to 2014. 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0052). Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police 
services deal with offences. In some instances, police or municipalities might choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or 
provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. Crime Severity Indexes are based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, 
as well as other federal statute violations. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. Data on the Crime Severity Indexes by census 
metropolitan area are available beginning in 1998. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates 

from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_1
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_2
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_3
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_4
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_4
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_5
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_6
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_7
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_7
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_7
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl03-eng.htm#tbl03n_7
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Table 4 
Police-reported crime rate, by census metropolitan area, 2014 

Census  
metropolitan  
area

1, 2, 3
 

Total crime (crime rate)
4
 Violent crime Property crime 

Other Criminal 
Code offences Drug offences 

rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 

percent 
change in 
rate 2004 

to 2014 rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 rate 

percent 
change in 
rate 2013 

to 2014 

St. John's 5,777 -10 -14 1,298 -13 3,798 -10 680 -8 173 -32 
Halifax 5,280 -1 -47 1,179 7 3,276 -3 825 1 323 4 

Moncton
5
 5,649 ... ... 1,282 ... 3,393 ... 974 ... 265 ... 

Saint John
5
 4,773 ... ... 1,412 ... 2,605 ... 755 ... 193 ... 

Saguenay 3,228 -9 -21 1,059 4 1,711 -9 458 -30 258 18 
Québec 2,977 -8 -34 870 -4 1,785 -10 322 -9 241 7 
Sherbrooke 3,333 -9 -40 730 5 1,866 -14 737 -6 372 -5 
Trois-Rivières 3,472 -10 -25 871 3 2,096 -7 504 -34 311 -12 
Montréal 3,728 -9 -38 882 -2 2,396 -10 450 -13 211 -3 

Gatineau6 3,682 -6 -38 1,070 -3 1,932 -13 680 12 482 5 

Ottawa7 3,424 -4 -39 624 -8 2,351 -4 449 4 160 -13 

Kingston 4,987 3 -28 920 -8 3,482 8 586 0 132 -22 

Peterborough8 4,473 0 -30 774 -6 2,971 3 728 -5 159 -9 

Toronto 2,844 -3 -38 718 -3 1,860 -3 266 4 194 2 
Hamilton 3,531 -7 -37 765 1 2,366 -10 400 -4 277 -1 
St. Catharines– 
 Niagara 

4,117 3 -25 580 -20 3,115 11 423 -5 146 -17 

Kitchener– 
 Cambridge–Waterloo 

4,279 -3 -22 770 -11 2,878 -2 630 6 310 -4 

Brantford8 5,602 -10 -34 1,277 5 3,712 -14 614 -13 297 -8 

Guelph8 3,745 4 -16 667 -10 2,570 8 508 8 231 -12 

London 5,477 5 -18 775 -4 3,543 6 1,159 7 243 -10 
Windsor 4,251 -3 -43 831 -7 2,901 -2 519 -3 130 -30 

Barrie8 3,754 1 -41 759 8 2,264 -2 731 4 210 -17 

Greater Sudbury 4,525 -3 -23 958 -2 2,861 -3 705 -5 237 -30 
Thunder Bay 6,402 -1 -30 1,515 -5 3,695 2 1,191 -5 120 -7 
Winnipeg 5,398 0 -56 1,071 -5 3,692 2 636 -6 141 -3 
Regina 7,858 -4 -47 1,168 -2 4,652 -2 2,038 -9 214 -34 
Saskatoon 8,229 3 -39 1,318 0 4,687 5 2,224 1 208 -18 
Calgary 4,205 -2 -38 740 4 3,066 -3 400 -2 131 0 
Edmonton 6,783 0 -35 1,090 -4 4,053 -1 1,640 4 278 5 

Kelowna8 7,374 0 -36 1,038 -8 4,792 1 1,544 3 829 0 

Abbotsford–Mission 6,496 7 -49 1,137 6 4,361 7 998 8 313 -24 
Vancouver 7,425 8 -35 962 -5 5,242 13 1,221 -1 430 -8 
Victoria 5,586 4 -44 1,099 5 3,636 2 851 9 409 -2 
Canada 5,046 -3 -34 1,039 -5 3,096 -2 911 -5 292 -6 
... not applicable 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a 
total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must 
have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically 
comprises more than one police service. 
2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries. 
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table due to the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA 
boundaries. 
4. Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total violent 
crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. 
5. Part way through 2013, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police revised policing boundaries for rural detachments in New Brunswick. This resulted 
in a change in the census metropolitan area (CMA) boundaries that are determined for the purpose of reporting crime statistics. As such, 2013 data 
for the New Brunswick CMAs of Saint John and Moncton are not comparable to previous or future years. Further, data from 2014 onward are not 
comparable to years prior to 2014. 
6. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
7. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
8. Peterborough, Brantford, Guelph, Barrie and Kelowna became CMAs in 2006. Therefore, the percent change in total crime rate for these CMAs 
is calculated from 2006 to 2014. 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with 
offences. In some instances, police or municipalities might choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than 
Criminal Code provisions. Counts are based on the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types 
of crime by census metropolitan area are available from 1991. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percent changes are based on 
unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 5 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada, 2013 and 2014 

Type of offence 

2013
r
 2014 

percent change in 
rate 2013 to 2014 

percent change in 
rate 2004 to 2014 

number rate number rate percent 

Total Criminal Code (excluding traffic) – "Crime rate" 1,826,431 5,195 1,793,534 5,046 -3 -34 
Violent crime  
Homicide 512 1 516 1 0 -26 
Other violations causing death

1, 2
 141 0 90 0 -37 -41 

Attempted murder 636 2 617 2 -4 -17 
Sexual assault - level 3 - aggravated 133 0 105 0 -22 -50 
Sexual assault - level 2 - weapon or bodily harm 368 1 319 1 -14 -28 
Sexual assault - level 1 20,695 59 20,311 57 -3 -19 
Sexual violations against children

3, 4, 5
 4,174 12 4,452 13 6 ... 

Assault - level 3 - aggravated 3,241 9 3,242 9 -1 7 
Assault - level 2 - weapon or bodily harm 46,019 131 44,788 126 -4 -14 
Assault - level 1 158,259 450 153,352 431 -4 -25 
Assault peace officer 9,826 28 9,450 27 -5 -7 
Other assaults

6
 2,639 8 2,091 6 -22 -49 

Firearms - use of, discharge, pointing 1,892 5 1,828 5 -4 -26 
Robbery 23,249 66 20,924 59 -11 -39 
Forcible confinement or kidnapping 3,231 9 3,266 9 0 -15 
Abduction 375 1 393 1 4 -45 
Extortion 2,310 7 2,716 8 16 43 
Criminal harassment 21,546 61 19,653 55 -10 -27 
Uttering threats 63,984 182 62,387 176 -4 -34 
Threatening or harassing phone calls 16,506 47 14,375 40 -14 -49 
Other violent Criminal Code violations 4,649 13 4,484 13 -5 -1 
Total 384,385 1,093 369,359 1,039 -5 -26 
Property crime  
Breaking and entering 156,470 445 151,921 427 -4 -51 
Possess stolen property

7, 8
 16,983 48 17,143 48 0 -57 

Theft of motor vehicle 72,512 206 73,964 208 1 -61 
Theft over $5,000 (non-motor vehicle) 14,336 41 14,258 40 -2 -24 
Theft of $5,000 or under (non-motor vehicle) 472,226 1,343 474,879 1,336 -1 -37 
Fraud (excluding identity fraud)

9
 79,744 227 82,049 231 2 -24 

Identity fraud
9, 10

 11,635 33 12,729 36 8 ... 
Mischief

11
 273,688 779 264,976 746 -4 -33 

Arson 8,915 25 8,484 24 -6 -41 
Total 1,106,509 3,148 1,100,403 3,096 -2 -40 
Other Criminal Code offences  
Counterfeiting 630 2 572 2 -10 -76 
Weapons violations 13,733 39 13,898 39 0 -19 
Child pornography

12, 13
 2,818 8 4,020 11 41 264 

Prostitution
14

 2,046 6 1,073 3 -48 -85 
Terrorism

15
 71 0 100 0 39 ... 

Disturbing the peace 109,307 311 103,266 291 -7 -21 
Administration of justice violations 177,552 505 171,897 484 -4 -7 
Other violations 29,380 84 28,946 81 -3 -24 
Total 335,537 954 323,772 911 -5 -15 
Criminal Code traffic violations  
Impaired driving

16
 77,558 221 74,781 210 -5 -16 

Other Criminal Code traffic violations 58,050 165 54,724 154 -7 20 
Total 135,608 386 129,505 364 -6 -4 

See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 5 — continued 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada, 2013 and 2014 

Type of offence 

2013
r
 2014 

percent change in 
rate 2013 to 2014 

percent change in 
rate 2004 to 2014 

number rate number rate percent 

Drug offences  
Possession - cannabis 59,354 169 57,314 161 -4 7 
Possession - cocaine 7,729 22 7,596 21 -3 -17 
Possession - methamphetamines

7, 8
 3,387 10 4,720 13 38 ... 

Possession - heroin 919 3 1,242 3 34 140 
Possession - methylenedioxyamphetamine

18, 9
 284 1 368 1 28 ... 

Possession - other drugs
18, 20

 6,521 19 6,660 19 1 ... 
Trafficking, production or distribution - cannabis 14,185 40 10,696 30 -25 -52 
Trafficking, production or distribution - cocaine 9,523 27 8,502 24 -12 -13 
Trafficking, production or distribution - 
methamphetamines

17, 18
 

1,288 4 1,528 4 17 ... 

Trafficking, production or distribution - heroin 631 2 714 2 12 93 
Trafficking, production or distribution - 

methylenedioxyamphetamine
18, 19

 
161 0 160 0 -2 ... 

Trafficking, production or distribution - other drugs
18

 5,109 15 4,257 12 -18 ... 
Total 109,091 310 103,757 292 -6 -4 
Other federal statute violations  
Youth Criminal Justice Act 9,428 27 7,969 22 -16 -60 
Other federal statutes 18,218 52 17,426 49 -5 -2 
Total 27,646 79 25,395 71 -9 -33 
Total - all violations 2,098,776 5,970 2,052,191 5,774 -3 -31 
... not applicable 
r
 revised 
1. Includes, for example, criminal negligence causing death. 
2. The decrease in "Other Violations Causing Death" between 2013 and 2014 is partly attributable to fewer incidents of criminal negligence, which were specific to 
the Lac-Mégantic rail disaster in 2013. 
3. Excludes sexual assaults against children and youth, which are reported as level 1, 2 or 3 sexual assault. 
4. Sexual violations against children is a relatively new crime category with only partial data available prior to 2010, therefore the percentage change from 2004 to 
2014 is not shown. 
5. Includes sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, luring a child via a computer/agreement or arrangement, and making sexually 
explicit material available to a child for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth. 
6. A notable portion of the decrease in "Other Assaults" in 2014 is attributable to a change in Toronto Police Service’s records management system whereby 
incidents previously reported as other assaults are now being reported as common assaults. 
7. Includes trafficking and the intent to traffic stolen goods. 
8. In 2011, the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey was modified to create separate categories for possession of stolen property of $5,000 or under, and possession of 
stolen property over $5,000. As a result, incidents of possession of $5,000 or under may now be reported as secondary offences when occurring in conjunction with 
more serious offences, leading to a decrease in the number of possession of stolen property incidents reported since 2011. 
9. In January 2010, the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey was modified to create new violation codes for identity fraud and identity theft. Prior to 2010, those 
offences would have been coded as fraud. Therefore, the percentage change from 2004 to 2014 for fraud includes identity fraud and identity theft. 
10. Includes identity theft. 
11. Includes altering/removing/destroying a vehicle identification number. 
12. Due to the complexity of these cyber incidents, the data likely reflect the number of active or closed investigations for the year rather than the total number of 
incidents reported to police. Data are based on police-reported incidents that are recorded in police services’ records management systems. 
13. The offence of “Child Pornography” includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to access, possess, make, print, or 
distribute child pornography. When the actual victim is not identified, this offence is reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey with the most serious offence 
being “Child Pornography” which falls under the larger crime category of “Other Criminal Code”. In cases where an actual victim is identified, police will report the 
most serious offence as sexual assault, sexual exploitation or other sexual violations against children, which falls under the category of “Violent Violations”, and 
child pornography may be reported as a secondary violation. 
14. On December 20, 2013 the Supreme Court of Canada found laws surrounding prostitution to be unconstitutional, and gave parliament 12 months to review and 
rewrite legislation. As a result of this, a large number of incidents of prostitution were no longer being reported, leading to a large decrease in the number of 
prostitution incidents in 2014. New legislation came into force December 6 2014, therefore comparisons to previous years should be made with caution. 
15. Includes seven new terrorism violations which were introduced mid-year 2013, as a result of the enactment of Bill S-7 (An Act to amend the Criminal Code, the 
Canada Evidence Act and the Security of Information Act). Therefore, comparisons to previous years should be made with caution. Terrorism is a relatively new 
crime category with only partial data available prior to 2010; therefore, the percentage change from 2004 to 2014 is not shown. 
16. Includes alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle, alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle causing death or bodily harm, failure or refusal 
to comply with testing for the presence of alcohol or drugs and failure or refusal to provide a breath or blood sample. In some jurisdictions, including British 
Columbia, impaired driving incidents that meet the elements of the Criminal Code may be handled using a provincial statute. Collection of these incidents is within 
the scope of the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
17. Includes substances such as crystal meth, speed, etc. 
18. In April 2008, the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey began counting violations involving methamphetamines (e.g., crystal meth) and methylenedioxyamphetamine 
(MDA) (e.g., ecstasy) under their own unique violation codes. Prior to this, violations involving methamphetamines and MDA were counted within the category of 
“Other Drugs”. Therefore, the percentage change from 2004 to 2014 for violations involving methamphetamines, MDA or "Other Drugs" are not shown. 
19. Referred to as MDA for short, and commonly known as ecstasy. 
20. Includes all other drugs listed under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, as well as possession of precursors and equipment. 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with offences. 
In some instances, police or municipalities might choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. 
Counts are based on the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime are available, in most cases, 
from 1977. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates 

from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 6 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by province and territory, 2014 

Province  
and territory 

Homicide Attempted murder 
Major assault  

(levels 2 and 3)
1
 Robbery 

number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate  

2013 to 
2014

2
 number rate 

percent 
change 
in rate  

2013 to 
2014

2
 number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

2 0.38 ... 1 0.19 ... 654 124 -7 160 30 15 

Prince Edward 
Island 

3 2.05 ... 1 0.68 ... 96 66 2 27 18 17 

Nova Scotia 6 0.64 -54 56 5.94 -8 1,120 119 -5 278 29 -17 
New Brunswick 9 1.19 29 9 1.19 -36 832 110 4 147 19 -18 
Quebec 71 0.86 1 167 2.03 3 9,534 116 -4 4,066 49 -17 
Ontario 155 1.13 -9 196 1.43 -2 12,645 92 -5 7,660 56 -15 
Manitoba 44 3.43 -15 19 1.48 -35 4,075 318 -1 1,525 119 -9 
Saskatchewan 24 2.13 -24 34 3.02 29 3,899 346 0 923 82 4 
Alberta 104 2.52 23 40 0.97 -21 7,247 176 -1 2,707 66 -1 
British Columbia 88 1.90 15 90 1.94 -1 6,964 150 -7 3,366 73 -7 
Yukon 3 8.22 ... 0 0.00 ... 204 559 13 26 71 188 
Northwest 
Territories 

3 6.88 ... 2 4.58 ... 367 841 -1 21 48 -12 

Nunavut 4 10.93 ... 2 5.47 ... 393 1,074 -13 18 49 149 
Canada 516 1.45 0 617 1.74 -4 48,030 135 -4 20,924 59 -11 

Province  
and territory 

Sexual assault 
(levels 1, 2 and 3) 

Sexual violations 
against children

3
 Breaking and entering Motor vehicle theft 

number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 number rate 

percent 
change 
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

305 58 -2 97 18 28 2,525 479 -6 479 91 -5 

Prince Edward 
Island 

56 38 -34 17 12 30 492 336 -25 76 52 -37 

Nova Scotia 591 63 -9 126 13 -7 3,672 390 -10 1,059 112 -2 
New Brunswick 426 57 -8 115 15 -12 2,796 371 -10 999 133 -5 
Quebec 3,661 45 -7 1,531 19 5 35,449 432 -10 15,216 185 -15 
Ontario 7,618 56 -2 953 7 18 39,812 291 -6 15,997 117 -3 
Manitoba 1,413 110 -1 198 15 12 7,484 584 -6 3,812 297 4 
Saskatchewan 1,124 100 4 241 21 -3 8,506 756 10 4,339 386 0 
Alberta 2,786 68 -3 462 11 3 20,041 486 1 16,572 402 2 
British Columbia 2,341 51 -5 644 14 -3 29,874 645 4 15,022 324 29 
Yukon 81 222 6 18 49 49 210 575 -4 109 299 -43 
Northwest 
Territories 

146 335 -17 15 34 -6 463 1,061 -23 193 442 11 

Nunavut 187 511 -4 35 96 -15 597 1,632 -4 91 249 -31 
Canada 20,735 58 -3 4,452 13 6 151,921 427 -4 73,964 208 1 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 6 — continued 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by province and territory, 2014 

Province  
and territory 

Impaired driving
4
 Cannabis

5
 Cocaine

5
 Other drugs

5, 6
 

number rate 

percent 
change in 

rate  
2013 to 

2014 number Rate  

percent 
change 
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 number rate 

percent 
change in 

rate  
2013 to 

2014
2
 number rate 

percent 
change 
in rate  

2013 to 
2014 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

1,573 298 -8 825 157 -16 153 29 -1 210 40 -31 

Prince Edward 
Island 

413 282 -7 143 98 20 37 25 5 66 45 -45 

Nova Scotia 2,907 308 0 2,310 245 3 349 37 1 455 48 -6 
New Brunswick 1,713 227 -9 1,131 150 -8 211 28 4 293 39 -14 
Quebec 15,138 184 -4 15,342 187 -3 2,171 26 2 4,794 58 2 
Ontario 15,149 111 -5 19,871 145 -6 4,452 33 -8 5,846 43 0 
Manitoba 2,770 216 -7 1,905 149 -16 944 74 -4 476 37 8 
Saskatchewan 6,975 620 -3 2,485 221 -25 694 62 -45 501 45 -27 
Alberta 14,178 344 -5 7,472 181 -5 3,207 78 6 2,360 57 44 
British Columbia 12,690 274 -8 15,773 341 -15 3,686 80 -14 4,594 99 18 
Yukon 493 1,350 22 157 430 37 89 244 15 14 38 -27 
Northwest 
Territories 

581 1,332 30 355 814 -13 105 241 -24 31 71 35 

Nunavut 201 549 -23 241 659 -35 0 0 ... 9 25 -21 
Canada 74,781 210 -5 68,010 191 -9 16,098 45 -8 19,649 55 6 
... not applicable 
1. Excludes assaults against peace officers. 
2. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes have not been calculated when the number of offences is below 5 in any given 
year. 
3. Includes sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, luring a child via a computer/agreement or arrangement, 
and making sexually explicit material available to a child for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth. Incidents of 
child pornography are not included in the category of sexual violations against children. The offence of “Child Pornography” includes 
offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to access, possess, make, print, or distribute child pornography. 
When the actual victim is not identified, this offence is reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey with the most serious offence being 
“Child Pornography” which falls under the larger crime category of “Other Criminal Code”. In cases where an actual victim is identified, 
police will report the most serious offence as sexual assault, sexual exploitation or other sexual violations against children, which falls 
under the category of “Violent Violations”, and child pornography may be reported as a secondary violation. 
4. Includes alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle, alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle causing death or bodily 
harm, failure or refusal to comply with testing for the presence of alcohol or drugs and failure or refusal to provide a breath or blood 
sample. In some jurisdictions, including British Columbia, impaired driving incidents that meet the elements of the Criminal Code may be 
handled using a provincial statute. Collection of these incidents is within the scope of the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
5. Includes possession, trafficking, production or distribution. 
6. Includes heroin, methamphetamines (e.g., crystal meth), methylenedioxyamphetamine (e.g., ecstasy) and all other drugs listed under 
the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, as well as possession of precursors and equipment. 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police 
services deal with offences. In some instances, police or municipalities might choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or 
provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. Counts are based on the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve 
multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime are available, in most cases, from 1977. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. 
Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 7 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by census metropolitan area, 2014 

Census  
metropolitan  
area

1, 2, 3
 

Homicide
4
 

Sexual assault 
(levels 1, 2 and 3) Robbery 

Breaking and 
entering Motor vehicle theft 

number rate rate 

percent 
change in 

rate 2013 to 
2014 rate 

percent 
change in 

rate 2013 to 
2014 rate 

percent 
change in 

rate 2013 to 
2014 rate 

percent 
change in 

rate 2013 to 
2014 

St. John's 1 0.49 56 15 64 10 604 19 125 22 
Halifax 5 1.21 73 -2 46 -24 279 -13 98 -19 

Moncton
5
 3 1.94 49 ... 36 ... 355 ... 138 ... 

Saint John
5
 3 2.35 60 ... 23 ... 284 ... 91 ... 

Saguenay 0 0.00 28 -29 27 70 380 -18 104 -29 
Québec 4 0.50 46 -10 21 -12 357 -1 88 -14 
Sherbrooke 0 0.00 45 -27 31 6 306 -34 93 1 
Trois-Rivières 3 1.94 41 -36 26 -17 465 4 123 -6 
Montréal 39 0.97 41 -4 82 -20 434 -8 224 -17 

Gatineau
6
 4 1.23 43 21 24 -29 386 -10 87 -8 

Ottawa
7
 7 0.71 52 4 51 -24 213 -9 94 -10 

Kingston 0 0.00 70 -24 17 47 333 2 86 31 
Peterborough 1 0.82 65 -26 40 -24 345 -8 73 -15 
Toronto 83 1.38 47 5 81 -16 224 -1 111 1 
Hamilton 9 1.21 61 7 55 -10 324 -16 232 -9 
St. Catharines–Niagara 4 0.90 32 -40 42 -3 410 -11 138 -19 
Kitchener–Cambridge–

Waterloo 
3 0.56 64 15 37 -25 357 -5 106 4 

Brantford 0 0.00 77 -12 70 11 559 -8 366 -12 
Guelph 2 1.55 55 -16 21 -28 317 14 69 10 
London 3 0.59 54 -11 43 7 456 -2 193 -5 
Windsor 3 0.91 51 4 60 -19 423 0 126 -10 
Barrie 1 0.47 68 14 21 -11 202 -11 79 1 
Greater Sudbury 1 0.61 68 -16 54 -5 387 -30 110 -7 
Thunder Bay 11 9.04 76 -14 104 -11 491 -4 146 8 
Winnipeg 26 3.29 90 1 165 -8 504 -10 307 1 
Regina 5 2.09 67 4 104 4 686 7 368 -3 
Saskatoon 8 2.61 81 3 145 5 763 29 416 9 
Calgary 31 2.19 45 -13 67 -4 413 -2 317 -11 
Edmonton 40 3.01 76 -2 90 0 451 0 376 -1 
Kelowna 3 1.58 31 -29 66 32 635 3 316 21 
Abbotsford–Mission 4 2.24 45 33 81 31 549 0 391 26 
Vancouver 46 1.86 45 3 97 -10 729 6 388 44 
Victoria 4 1.11 50 1 44 -10 380 15 110 30 
Canada 516 1.45 58 -3 59 -11 427 -4 208 1 
... not applicable 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA 
must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent 
municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census 
data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service. 
2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries. 
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table due to the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA 
boundaries. 
4. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes in the rates of homicide are not calculated. 
5. Part way through 2013, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police revised policing boundaries for rural detachments in New Brunswick. This 
resulted in a change in the census metropolitan area (CMA) boundaries that are determined for the purpose of reporting crime statistics. 
As such, 2013 data for the New Brunswick CMAs of Saint John and Moncton are not comparable to previous or future years. Further, data 
from 2014 onward are not comparable to years prior to 2014. 
6. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
7. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Counts are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident 
may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime by census metropolitan areas are available beginning in 1991. Rates are calculated 
on the basis of 100,000 population. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics 

Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  

 
  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_1
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_2
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_3
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_4
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_5
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_5
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_6
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2015001/article/14211/tbl/tbl07-eng.htm#tbl07n_7


Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 38 

Juristat Article—Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2014 

Table 8a 
Police-reported youth Crime Severity Indexes, Canada, 2004 to 2014 

Year 

Total youth  
Crime Severity Index 

Youth violent  
Crime Severity Index 

Youth non-violent  
Crime Severity Index 

index 

percent change  
from previous  

year index 

percent change  
from previous  

year index 

percent change  
from previous  

year 

2004 100.9 -5 87.9 -5 110.8 -5 
2005 97.4 -3 94.2 7 99.8 -10 
2006 100.0 3 100.0 6 100.0 0 
2007 101.5 1 102.1 2 101.0 1 
2008 95.7 -6 95.7 -6 95.6 -5 
2009 95.6 0 96.7 1 94.7 -1 
2010 90.0 -6 93.2 -4 87.6 -8 
2011 81.7 -9 87.4 -6 77.2 -12 
2012 77.3 -5 82.2 -6 73.4 -5 
2013

r
 66.2 -14 71.3 -13 62.3 -15 

2014 60.3 -9 64.3 -10 57.2 -8 
Percent change  
  2004 to 2014 

-40 ... -27 ... -48 ... 

... not applicable 
r
 revised 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0052). Refers to the number of youth aged 12 to 17 who were either charged (or 
recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the formal criminal justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to 
community programs, etc. The youth Crime Severity Indexes are based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other 
federal statute violations. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. Data on the youth Crime Severity Indexes are available beginning in 
1998. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
 
 

Table 8b 
Youth accused of police-reported crime, Canada, 2004 to 2014 

Year 

Total crime 
(youth crime rate) Violent crime Property crime 

Other Criminal Code 
offences 

number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change  
in rate 

from 
previous 

year 

2004 179,670 6,959 -4 49,695 1,925 -2 99,601 3,858 -7 30,374 1,176 -1 
2005 172,024 6,596 -5 49,430 1,895 -2 92,631 3,552 -8 29,963 1,149 -2 
2006 178,839 6,809 3 51,452 1,959 3 94,835 3,610 2 32,552 1,239 8 
2007 177,400 6,770 -1 51,144 1,952 0 93,701 3,576 -1 32,555 1,242 0 
2008 169,747 6,537 -3 49,130 1,892 -3 88,878 3,423 -4 31,739 1,222 -2 
2009 167,103 6,515 0 48,030 1,873 -1 88,309 3,443 1 30,764 1,199 -2 
2010 153,728 6,078 -7 46,056 1,821 -3 78,772 3,115 -10 28,900 1,143 -5 
2011 136,494 5,482 -10 43,004 1,727 -5 67,230 2,700 -13 26,260 1,055 -8 
2012 126,061 5,155 -6 39,560 1,618 -6 61,371 2,509 -7 25,130 1,028 -3 
2013

r
 105,084 4,394 -15 33,995 1,422 -12 49,562 2,072 -17 21,527 900 -12 

2014 94,145 4,016 -9 29,849 1,273 -10 44,631 1,904 -8 19,665 839 -7 
Percent  
 change  
 2004 to  
 2014 

... -42 ... ... -34 ... ... -51 ... ... -29 ... 

... not applicable 
r
 revised 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Crime rates are based on Criminal Code violations, excluding traffic offences. See 
Table 5 for a list of offences included in the categories of total violent crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. Refers to the 
number of youth aged 12 to 17 years who were either charged (or recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the formal criminal justice 
system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to community programs, etc. Counts are based upon the most serious violation in the 
incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. While the definition of youth and the legislation governing youth justice have changed over the 
years, data for police-reported rates of youth accused of total, violent, property and other crime categories are available from 1977. Rates are 
calculated on the basis of 100,000 youth population. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1

st
 estimates 

from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 9 
Police-reported youth crime, by selected offences, by province and territory, 2014 

Province  
and territory 

Homicide
1
 Robbery 

Major assault 
(levels 2 and 3)

2
 Total violent crime

3
 

number rate rate 

percent change  
in rate 2013 to 

2014
4
 rate 

percent change  
in rate 2013 to  

2014 rate 

percent change  
in rate 2013 to 

2014 

Newfoundland and 
Labrador 

0 0.00 15 -61 257 4 1,728 -8 

Prince Edward Island 1 10.00 30 ... 90 -42 1,030 -20 
Nova Scotia 1 1.69 86 -19 216 -4 1,917 -6 
New Brunswick 0 0.00 40 -19 176 -9 1,509 -13 
Quebec 2 0.41 78 -10 161 -16 1,376 -8 
Ontario 7 0.75 129 -8 128 -3 1,048 -11 
Manitoba 4 4.07 192 -7 418 -11 2,311 -15 
Saskatchewan 2 2.42 179 17 506 0 2,386 -9 
Alberta 6 2.15 75 -12 191 -12 1,292 -10 
British Columbia 1 0.34 71 -25 113 -14 800 -17 
Yukon 0 0.00 163 ... 853 76 5,120 63 
Northwest Territories 1 31.52 126 ... 914 -23 5,925 -3 
Nunavut 0 0.00 80 ... 825 -5 5,749 5 
Canada 25 1.07 104 -9 174 -8 1,273 -10 

Province  
and territory 

Breaking and 
entering Motor vehicle theft Total property crime

3
 

Total crime 
(youth crime rate)

3
 

rate 

percent change 
in rate 2013 to 

2014 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2013 to 

2014 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2013 to 

2014 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2013 to 

2014 

Newfoundland and 
Labrador 

412 -17 56 -44 2,038 -21 4,543 -17 

Prince Edward Island 170 -72 100 -31 1,929 -29 3,349 -25 
Nova Scotia 387 -10 100 -21 2,703 -13 5,750 -13 
New Brunswick 242 -37 136 -15 2,011 -15 4,546 -10 
Quebec 245 -9 60 -32 1,313 -12 3,031 -10 
Ontario 168 -3 47 -2 1,589 -1 3,201 -5 
Manitoba 608 -5 253 21 3,210 -1 7,424 -9 
Saskatchewan 1,074 -11 412 -19 5,415 -12 11,816 -9 
Alberta 243 -5 169 -2 2,380 -13 4,875 -10 
British Columbia 122 -29 50 -1 1,502 -11 3,007 -15 
Yukon 569 1 447 -68 8,574 -15 21,536 6 
Northwest Territories 2,521 -6 882 116 14,718 1 28,175 3 
Nunavut 3,567 -20 293 -68 12,270 -8 22,731 -7 
Canada 257 -10 92 -11 1,904 -8 4,016 -9 
... not applicable 
1. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes in the rates of youth accused of homicide are not calculated. 
2. Excludes assaults against peace officers. 
3. Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total 
violent crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. 
4. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes have not been calculated when the number of offences is below 5 in any given 
year.  
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0051). Refers to the number of youth aged 12 to 17 years who were either charged (or 
recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the formal criminal justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to 
community programs, etc. Counts are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. While the 
definition of youth and the legislation governing youth justice have changed over the years, data for police-reported rates of youth accused of total, 
violent, property and other crime categories are available from 1977. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 youth population. Percent 
changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 10 
Police-reported youth Crime Severity Indexes, by province and territory, 2014 

Province  
and territory 

Total youth  
Crime Severity Index 

Youth violent  
Crime Severity Index 

Youth non-violent  
Crime Severity Index 

index 
percent change  

2013 to 2014 index 
percent change  

2013 to 2014 index 
percent change  

2013 to 2014 

Newfoundland and Labrador 55.2 -15 49.2 -3 59.2 -21 
Prince Edward Island 51.7 -16 67.1 79 40.5 -49 
Nova Scotia 83.5 -5 86.6 6 80.9 -12 
New Brunswick 57.1 -18 45.0 -21 65.4 -16 
Quebec 53.3 -8 63.9 -7 45.6 -10 
Ontario 51.1 -5 60.6 -7 44.1 -2 
Manitoba 115.6 -16 124.4 -25 108.9 -6 
Saskatchewan 165.8 -5 121.7 0 196.3 -6 
Alberta 64.5 -8 62.7 -7 65.5 -9 
British Columbia 38.6 -24 37.6 -31 39.2 -19 
Yukon 193.4 6 172.9 104 207.1 -18 
Northwest Territories 338.8 -6 268.1 -16 387.3 0 
Nunavut 304.3 -9 206.9 18 371.9 -16 
Canada 60.3 -9 64.3 -10 57.2 -8 
Note: Additional data are available on CANSIM (Table 252-0052). Refers to the number of youth aged 12 to 17 who were either charged (or 
recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the formal criminal justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to 
community programs, etc. The youth Crime Severity Indexes are based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other 
federal statute violations. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. Data on the provincial and territorial youth Crime Severity Indexes are 
available beginning in 1998. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1

st
 estimates from Statistics Canada, 

Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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