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Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2013: highlights 
 

• The Crime Severity Index (CSI), which measures the severity of police-reported crime in Canada, decreased for 
the tenth consecutive year in 2013 falling 9% to 68.7.  

• The police-reported crime rate, which measures the volume of police-reported crime in Canada, continued the 
downward trend that began in the early 1990s. In 2013, the police-reported crime rate reached 5,190 per 100,000 
population, its lowest point since 1969.  

• There were about 1.8 million criminal incidents reported by police in 2013, approximately 132,000 fewer incidents 
than the previous year.  

• While the incidence of most Criminal Code offences decreased in 2013, police reported increases for the offences 
of extortion (+32%), counterfeiting (+30%), child pornography (+21%), aggravated sexual assault (level 3) (+9%), 
sexual violations against children (+6%) and identity fraud (+6%).  

• The decline in both the police-reported CSI and crime rate occurred across most of the country in 2013. The only 
exceptions were Yukon, where the CSI increased 6% and the crime rate increased 14%, and Newfoundland and 
Labrador, where the CSI increased 1%.  

• For the first time since 1998, the earliest year the CSI is available, none of Canada’s census metropolitan areas 
(CMAs) recorded an increase in their CSI. Edmonton, where the CSI remained stable in 2013, was the only CMA 
that did not report a decrease.  

• The violent CSI fell 10% between 2012 and 2013, driven largely by a decrease in robbery. This drop marked the 
seventh consecutive decline in the violent CSI.  

• Police reported 505 homicides in 2013, 38 fewer than the previous year. There were also 23 fewer attempted 
murders in 2013. The homicide rate of 1.44 per 100,000 population was the lowest since 1966, while the attempted 
murder rate was the lowest recorded since 1971.  

• The non-violent CSI for 2013 was 66.8, 8% lower than the previous year. The decrease was largely the result of 
fewer reported incidents of breaking and entering, theft of $5,000 or under and mischief.  

• While most drug-related offences decreased between 2012 and 2013, the overall possession of drugs other than 
cannabis or cocaine increased by 4% and possession of cannabis increased 1%. The majority (67%) of drug-
related offences in Canada continued to involve cannabis in 2013.  

• The severity of police-reported crime involving youth accused, as measured by the youth CSI, was down 16% from 
the previous year and was primarily due to considerable declines in the number of youth accused of robbery and 
breaking and entering. In contrast, the number of youth accused of homicide increased from 35 in 2012 to 40 in 
2013.  

• There were approximately 104,000 youth accused of a Criminal Code offence in 2013, about 22,000 fewer than in 
2012. Of the youth accused in 2013, 55% were dealt with through the use of extrajudicial measures, while the 
remaining 45% were formally charged by police.  
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Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2013 
By Jillian Boyce, Adam Cotter and Samuel Perreault 

Crime is a complex issue, with the potential to impact not only victims, but also their families, friends, communities and 
society more broadly. As a result, many government and non-government resources are devoted to areas related to 
crime and crime prevention, such as police, courts, correctional services, and services for victims and others affected 
by crime. National and regional-level police-reported statistics can help better understand changes in the nature and 
amount of crime, which is important in the identification and development of programs, policies and strategies related 
to crime and prevention (United Nations 2013).  

Since 1962, Statistics Canada has collected information on all criminal incidents substantiated and reported by 
Canadian police services through its annual Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey.1 In addition to the UCR, Statistics 
Canada also collects information on victims’ experiences with crime through the General Social Survey on 
Victimization, conducted every five years (see Text box 3). Together, these surveys are the main sources for capturing 
information on crime in Canada.  

This Juristat article presents findings from the 2013 UCR Survey,2 examining trends in the volume and severity of 
police-reported crime at the national, provincial/territorial and census metropolitan area levels.3 The report presents 
information on changes in the number and rate of individual offences reported by police, including homicide, robbery, 
assault, sexual offences, breaking and entering and motor vehicle theft. In addition, the article looks at trends in youth 
accused of crime.4 In order to make comparisons across police services and over time, crime counts are based on the 
most serious violation in a criminal incident (see Text box 1).  

Police-reported crime in Canada decreases in volume and severity  

In 2013, the Crime Severity Index (CSI)5, which measures both the volume and seriousness of police-reported crime in 
Canada, declined for the tenth year in a row, dropping to 68.7. This marked a 9% decrease from 2012 and a 36% 
decrease from 2003 (Table 1a, Chart 1). The decline in 2013 was the largest annual decrease in the CSI since 1998, 
the earliest year for which CSI data were made available. 

 

 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r20
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n1
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n2
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n3
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n4
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n5
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In total, there were about 1.8 million Criminal Code (excluding traffic) incidents reported by police in 2013, 
approximately 132,000 fewer than the previous year (Table 1b). As such, the police-reported crime rate, which 
measures the volume of crime per 100,000 population, decreased in 2013. There were 5,190 incidents per 100,000 
population, marking an 8% decrease in the police-reported crime rate from 2012. 

In addition, there were approximately 136,000 Criminal Code traffic incidents, roughly 109,000 Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act offences, and about 28,000 other federal statute violations (e.g., Youth Criminal Justice Act) reported 
by police in 2013. In total, there were just under 2.1 million police-reported Criminal Code and federal statute offences, 
about 146,000 fewer than in 2012.  

The decrease in the police-reported crime rate in 2013 represented the continuation of a downward trend that began in 
the early 1990s. The police-reported crime rate in 2013 was the lowest recorded rate since 1969, and was 33% below 
the police-reported crime rate in 2003 (Table 1b, Chart 2).  

 

The drop in the CSI was driven primarily by decreases nation-wide in breaking and entering and robbery. In addition, 
there were considerable decreases across the country in the high-volume police-reported offences of theft of $5,000 or 
under and mischief. Decreases in the violent offences of assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2) and 
common assault (level 1) also contributed to a decline in Canada’s overall CSI. 

While the CSI and the crime rate are separate measures, with the CSI accounting not only for volume but changes in 
the relative seriousness of police-reported crime (see Text box 1), both show a similar downward trend in police-
reported crime in Canada since 1998, the earliest year for which the CSI was calculated (Chart 3).  
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Text box 1 
Measuring police-reported crime  
 
In Canada, there are two complementary ways to measure police-reported crime: the traditional crime rate and the 
Crime Severity Index (CSI). While both measures take into account the volume of police-reported crime, the CSI also 
accounts for the seriousness of crime. Both the traditional crime rate and the Crime Severity Index measure crime 
based on the most serious violation in the criminal incident (see Survey description for more details). The most serious 
violation is determined by criteria in the following order of priority: violations against the person take precedence over 
violations not against the person; the greatest maximum penalty prescribed by law; violations causing death take 
precedence over other violations with the same maximum penalty, or; if the above rules do not break a tie, the police 
service's discretion as to which violation is the most serious within the incident.6 

Crime rate  

The traditional crime rate has been used to measure crime in Canada since 1962, and is generally expressed as a rate 
per 100,000 population. The crime rate is calculated by summing all Criminal Code incidents reported by the police and 
dividing by the population. The crime rate excludes Criminal Code traffic violations, as well as other federal statute 
violations such as drug offences. 

To calculate the traditional police-reported crime rate, all offences are counted equally, regardless of their seriousness. 
For example, one incident of homicide is counted as equivalent to one incident of theft. As such, one limitation of the 
traditional crime rate is that it can easily fluctuate as a result of variations in high-volume, less serious offences, such 
as theft of $5,000 or under or mischief. In other words, a large decline in frequent, but less serious violations may 
cause the police-reported crime rate to decrease even when the number of more serious but lesser volume incidents, 
such as homicides or robberies, increases.  
 

 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n6
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Text box 1 continued 
Measuring police-reported crime  

In addition to the overall crime rate, total rates are calculated for violent crime, property crime and other Criminal Code 
offences. All types of crime rate measures are also available for youth accused who have either been charged by 
police or dealt with through the use of extrajudicial measures.  

Crime Severity Index 

The Crime Severity Index (CSI) was developed to address the limitation of the crime rate being driven by high-volume, 
relatively less serious offences. The CSI, which is also based on the most serious violation in the incident, not only 
takes into account the volume of crime, but also the seriousness of crime.  

In order to calculate the CSI, each violation is assigned a weight that is based on the violation’s average sentence 
handed down by criminal courts.7 The more serious the average sentence, the higher the weight assigned to the 
offence, meaning that the more serious offences have a greater impact on the Index. Unlike the traditional crime rate, 
all offences, including Criminal Code traffic violations and other federal statute violations such as drug offences, are 
included in the CSI.  

To calculate the CSI, the weighted offences are summed and then divided by the population. Similar to other indexes, 
to allow for ease of comparison, the CSI is then standardized to a base year of “100” (for the CSI, the base year is 
2006). In other words, all CSI values are relative to the Canada-level CSI for 2006. CSI values are available back to 
1998.  

In addition to the overall CSI, both a Violent Crime Severity Index and a Non-Violent Crime Severity Index have been 
created, which like the CSI, are both available back to 1998. All types of CSI measures are also available for youth 
who have been accused of a crime (charged and not charged).  

For more information on the Crime Severity Index, see Measuring Crime in Canada: Introducing the Crime Severity 
Index and Improvements to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (Wallace et al. 2009) and The Methodology of the 
Police-Reported Crime Severity Index (Babyak et al. 2009).  
 

Police-reported crime down across almost all provinces and territories 

With the exception of Yukon, where the CSI increased 6% and the crime rate was up 14%, and Newfoundland and 
Labrador, where the CSI increased 1%, all provinces and territories recorded decreases in both their police-reported 
CSI and crime rate in 2013. The largest decreases in CSI were recorded in Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, 
Quebec and Manitoba (each reporting a 12% decline) (Table 2a), while Nunavut recorded the largest decrease in the 
traditional crime rate (-15%) (Table 2b).  

In most jurisdictions, the decrease in CSI was largely a result of a decrease in the number of police-reported break-ins. 
In British Columbia, however, it was driven by decreases in robbery. In the Northwest Territories, a decline in homicide 
was behind the territory’s lower CSI, while a considerable drop in mischief explains most of the decrease in Nunavut. 
The increase in Newfoundland and Labrador was largely due to the increase in homicide, while the increase in Yukon 
was primarily due to increases in the non-violent offences of mischief and disturbing the peace.  

Saskatchewan, despite recording declines, had both the highest CSI and the highest crime rate among the provinces 
in 2013 (125.7 and 10,644 per 100,000, respectively). The relatively high CSI in Saskatchewan was driven by breaking 
and entering, mischief, theft of $5,000 or under and administration of justice violations. Ontario reported both the 
lowest CSI (52.5) and the lowest crime rate (3,678 per 100,000). 

 

 

 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n7
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r22
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r2
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Text box 2 
Factors influencing police-reported crime  

There are many factors that influence police-reported crime statistics. First, an incident must come to the attention of 
police. The decision by the public to report criminal incidents to police has a considerable impact on the number of 
crimes ultimately recorded by police. The 2009 General Social Survey on Victimization, which provides the most recent 
information on Canadians’ crime reporting behaviour for selected offences, indicated that about one-third (31%) of 
crimes in the year prior to the survey had been reported to police (see Text box 3 for more detail on the reasons for 
reporting).  

Second, differences between individual police services, such as available resources or departmental priorities, policies 
and procedures can also have an effect on police-reported crime. For instance, as a crime prevention measure, some 
police services have implemented initiatives to focus attention on prolific or repeat offenders within the community. 
Moreover, certain crimes such as impaired driving, prostitution, and drug offences can be notably affected by a police 
service’s enforcement practices. Some police services may also make greater use of municipal bylaws or provincial 
statutes to respond to minor offences such as mischief and disturbing the peace. 

Thirdly, and more broadly, social and economic factors can influence the volume of crime at a national, regional, 
municipal or neighbourhood level. In particular, crime rates can be affected by age demographics (Stevens et al. 2013; 
Carrington 2001), economic conditions (Andresen 2012; Phillips and Land 2012; Pottie-Bunge et al. 2005), 
neighbourhood characteristics (Livingston et al. 2014; Charron 2011; Savoie 2008), the emergence of new 
technologies (Wall 2010; Nuth 2008) or by Canadians’ attitudes toward crime and risky behaviour (Ouimet 2004).  
 

Over past decade, all provinces and territories report drop in CSI 

While there have been fluctuations year-to-year, each of the Atlantic provinces saw a drop in their CSI over the past 
decade, with each province reporting CSIs that were lower in 2013 than in 2003 (Chart 4). The largest decreases in the 
CSI over the 10 year period from 2003 to 2013 were reported in New Brunswick (-32%) and Nova Scotia (-31%).  

 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r18
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r4
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r1
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r16
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r10
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r5
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r17
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r21
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r11
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r12
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The CSI in Canada’s largest provinces, Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia fell in 2013 and as a result, these 
provinces recorded their lowest CSIs since 1998, when data for the CSI were first calculated. Compared to a decade 
ago, the CSI in each of these three provinces decreased by at least one-third (-33% in Quebec, -37% in Ontario and -
42% in British Columbia) (Chart 5).  

 

In 2013, all three Prairie provinces recorded their lowest CSI since 1998. Although Saskatchewan (125.7) and 
Manitoba (100.3) continued to have the highest CSI values among the provinces in 2013, they have seen considerable 
decreases in their CSI since 2003 (-37% and -38%, respectively) (Table 2a, Chart 6).  
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The territories have consistently recorded CSI values higher than any province, a trend which continued in 2013. Both 
Nunavut and the Northwest Territories recorded a decrease in their CSI in 2013 and saw a drop in their CSI over the 
past decade (Table 2a, Chart 7). Yukon, on the other hand, was the only territory to record an increase in their CSI in 
2013. Despite this increase, Yukon recorded the largest decrease in the CSI among the territories over the past 10 
years (-36%, compared to -22% in Nunavut and -7% in the Northwest Territories).  
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Across all census metropolitan areas, volume and severity of police-reported crime down or 
stable 

For the first time since 1998, when the CSI was first calculated, none of Canada’s census metropolitan areas8 (CMAs) 
recorded an increase in their CSI. With the exception of Edmonton, whose police-reported CSI and crime rate both 
remained stable, every CMA recorded a decrease in both their CSI and their crime rate in 2013 (Table 3, Table 4). 
Despite a 7% decrease, Regina (109.3) recorded the highest CSI among CMAs, while Barrie (42.8) and Guelph (43.0) 
reported the lowest (Chart 8). Victoria (-17%) recorded the largest decline in their CSI in 2013, driven largely by a 
decrease in breaking and entering, as well as declines in theft of $5,000 or under, robbery and homicide. 

 

 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n8
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Almost all of Canada’s CMAs recorded decreases in their total CSI when compared to 2003, with the exception of 
Saguenay, where the CSI in 2013 was the same as it was in 2003. While the CSI in St. John’s decreased 7% 
compared to 2003, every other CMA recorded a decrease of at least 21% in their CSI compared to 10 years 
previously.9 

The largest declines in CSI since 2003 have been reported in western CMAs which have tended to report relatively 
high levels of police-reported crime compared to other parts of the country: Saskatoon (-55%), Abbotsford–Mission     
(-52%), Regina (-51%) and Winnipeg (-50%). In both Saskatoon and Regina, the decrease in the CSI was largely the 
result of considerably fewer incidents of breaking and entering, robbery and theft of $5,000 or under. Abbotsford–
Mission saw decreases in breaking and entering, motor vehicle theft and theft of $5,000 or under which contributed to 
their decline. Similar offences contributed to the decline in Winnipeg, although the decline of motor vehicle thefts had 
the greatest impact, followed by decreases in breaking and entering and theft of $5,000 or under.  

Violent crime 

Police-reported violent crime continues to decrease in volume and severity  

Similar to previous years, violent crimes continued to account for about one-fifth (21%) of all police-reported Criminal 
Code offences in 2013 (excluding Criminal Code traffic violations). In total, police reported about 384,000 violent 
incidents in 2013, approximately 32,000 fewer than in 2012, resulting in a rate of 1,092 violent violations per 100,000 
population (Table 5). Almost all types of violent crimes decreased between 2012 and 2013, with the exception of 
extortion (+32%), aggravated sexual assault (level 3) (+9%) and sexual violations against children10, 11 (+6%).  

Overall, the volume and severity of police-reported violent crime, as measured by the violent CSI, continued to decline 
in 2013 (Table 1a). The violent CSI fell 10% in 2013 from the previous year to 73.7, resulting in the seventh 
consecutive drop. A large decrease in robbery was the main reason for the overall decline in the violent CSI between 
2012 and 2013, while fewer assaults with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2), common assaults (level 1) and 
uttering threats also contributed to the lower violent CSI. The 2013 violent CSI was 24% lower than a decade earlier.  

Coinciding with the national trend, the severity of violent crime declined in all provinces and territories between 2012 
and 2013, with the exception of Newfoundland and Labrador, where the violent CSI increased slightly, up 2% from the 
previous year (Table 2a). Among the provinces, Prince Edward Island (43.3) continued to record the lowest violent 
CSI, while Manitoba (136.0) continued to record the highest. Similar to overall police-reported crime, the severity of 
violent crime was higher for the territories than for the provinces.  

Almost all of Canada’s CMAs recorded a decrease in their violent CSI in 2013, with the exception of Trois-Rivières 
(+14%), St. John’s (+9%), Brantford (+9%) and Calgary (+1%) (Table 3).  

In Trois-Rivières, increases in sexual assault (level 1) and homicide contributed to the increase in the severity of violent 
crime.12 The overall increase in the violent CSI in St. John’s was driven by an increase in homicide and firearm 
violations (i.e., use of, discharge, pointing), whereas the increase in Brantford was the result of more robberies and an 
increase in homicide (from 0 to 1). In Calgary, the increase in homicide was the primary contributor to the increase in 
the violent CSI. 

On the whole, the violent CSI was highest in Winnipeg (119.9), Thunder Bay (110.9) and Saskatoon (109.9) (Chart 9). 
In all three CMAs, robbery was the largest contributor to the violent CSI. Following robbery, homicide and sexual 
assault (level 1) were the next largest contributors to the violent CSI in Winnipeg and Thunder Bay, while sexual 
assault (level 1) and assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2) were the next largest contributors to the 
violent CSI in Saskatoon. 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n9
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n10
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n11
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n12
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Homicide rate and attempted murder rate lowest in over 40 years 

Homicide continued to be a relatively rare event in Canada in 2013, representing less than 1% of all violent crime. In 
total, police reported 505 homicides in 2013, 38 fewer than the previous year. As a result, the national homicide rate 
declined to 1.44 per 100,000 population in 2013, marking an 8% decrease from the previous year and the lowest 
homicide rate recorded since 1966 (Table 5, Chart 10).  
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The overall decline in homicides in 2013 was primarily the result of a large drop in Quebec, where 40 fewer homicides 
were recorded in 2013 than in 2012. In contrast, the number of homicides increased in several provinces, with the 
largest increases being recorded in British Columbia (+5), Ontario (+4) and Newfoundland and Labrador (+4). For the 
third year in a row, Yukon recorded no homicides.  

As has been the case for the past 20 years, homicide rates in the North and the West continued to be, for the most 
part, above the national homicide rate, while rates in the East were below (Chart 11). Among the provinces, Manitoba 
recorded the highest homicide rate for the seventh year in a row at 3.87 victims per 100,000 population, despite a 7% 
decrease in its homicide rate from the previous year (Table 6).  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X  

 

  15 

Juristat Article—Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2013 

 

Among Canada’s CMAs, Regina, with a total of 9 homicides in 2013, recorded the highest homicide rate at 3.84 victims 
per 100,000 population, followed by Winnipeg (3.24) and Thunder Bay (2.46) (Table 7). For the third year in a row, 
Moncton recorded no homicides, while Guelph recorded no homicides for the second consecutive year. Three other 
CMAs also recorded no homicides in 2013: Saguenay, Sherbrooke and Peterborough.  

The attempted murder rate also decreased in 2013 to 1.83 victims per 100,000 population, marking a 5% decline from 
the previous year and the lowest attempted murder rate since 1971. The overall decrease in attempted murders was 
the result of a large drop in Ontario (57 fewer victims), as well as a decrease in Quebec (16 fewer victims). In contrast, 
Nova Scotia recorded 29 more attempted murders in 2013 than the previous year, resulting in an 86% increase in its 
attempted murder rate (Table 6). As such, Nova Scotia recorded the highest rate of attempted murders among the 
provinces for the third consecutive year.  

Large drop in police-reported robbery in 2013  

While police-reported robbery rates have been decreasing for more than five years, the 2013 drop represents one of 
the largest decreases in robbery rates ever recorded. In 2013, the robbery rate fell 17% to 66 robberies per 100,000 
population (Table 5, Chart 12). In total, police recorded just over 23,200 robberies in 2013, approximately 4,500 less 
than the year before.  
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There were fewer robberies in almost all provinces and territories in 2013. Among the provinces, Nova Scotia and 
Manitoba recorded the largest drops in robberies in 2013, both down 24% from the previous year. Manitoba, however, 
continued to record the highest rate among all provinces and territories in 2013 at 130 robberies per 100,000 
population (Table 6). New Brunswick (+9%) and the Northwest Territories (+5%) were the only regions in the country to 
report an increase in the rate of robbery in 2013. Unlike other forms of violent crime, robbery rates in the territories 
have generally been among the lowest in the country, a trend which continued for the most part in 2013, with the 
exception of the Northwest Territories.  

Most census metropolitan areas (CMAs) recorded a decrease in robberies in 2013. Kingston, which had the greatest 
decrease in its robbery rate in 2013, down 47% from the previous year, also recorded the lowest robbery rate among 
all CMAs (Table 7). In contrast, Moncton (+42%) recorded the largest increase in robbery rates in 2013, but still 
recorded a rate that was lower than several CMAs. Aligning with trends at the provincial level, the rate of robbery was 
highest in Winnipeg.  

Major assaults decrease in all provinces and territories 

As in previous years, physical assault continued to be the most frequent type of police-reported violent crime in 
Canada. Combined, physical assaults13 accounted for close to 6 in 10 (57%) violent offences reported by police in 
2013.  

In total, there were approximately 219,400 police-reported assaults in 2013, the majority (72%) of which were classified 
as common assaults (level 1). While common assaults continued the downward trend seen over the past decade, the 
8% decline in the rate between 2012 and 2013 was double any decrease recorded over the past 10 years. The overall 
decline was the result of fewer common assaults (level 1) across most of the country, with all provinces and territories, 
except Yukon (+8%), recording a decrease in the rate of common assaults in 2013.  

All other forms of assault also declined in 2013 (Table 5). The 9% decline in major assault (level 2 and level 3, 
combined) represented the sixth consecutive annual decline, and resulted in the lowest major assault rate recorded 
since 1999 (Chart 12).  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n13
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The decline in major assault occurred in all provinces and territories between 2012 and 2013. New Brunswick (-21%) 
and Nova Scotia (-19%) recorded the largest decreases in major assault rates in 2013, while the decrease was more 
modest in Alberta (-5%) and the Northwest Territories (-2%) (Table 6). Saskatchewan (339 per 100,000 population) 
reported a 9% decrease in major assaults, yet continued to record the highest rate among the provinces, followed 
closely by Manitoba (321 per 100,000 population). 

Overall decline in police-reported sexual assault in 2013, but slight increase in aggravated sexual assaults 

Similar to physical assault, the Criminal Code classifies sexual assault into three categories depending on the severity 
of the incident, with aggravated sexual assault (level 3) being the most severe. Overall, there were about 21,300 
sexual assaults reported by police in 2013, the majority (98%) of which continued to be classified as level 1.  

On the whole, the rate of police-reported sexual assaults declined 4% in 2013, to 61 incidents per 100,000 population 
(Table 6). While this overall decline was mostly due to fewer level 1 sexual assaults, there was also a slight decrease 
in sexual assaults with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2). While still remaining relatively low (0.39 per 100,000 
population), the police-reported rate of aggravated sexual assault (level 3) increased 9% between 2012 and 2013 
(Table 5).  

While most provinces and territories reported decreases in overall rates of police-reported sexual assault, the rate 
remained stable in British Columbia and the Northwest Territories, and increased in Prince Edward Island (+15%) 
(Table 6). The overall increase in Prince Edward Island was the result of more level 1 sexual assaults.  

It is important to note that the number of sexual assaults reported by police is likely an underestimate of the actual 
number of sexual assaults that occur. Self-reported victimization data suggest that the majority (88%) of sexual 
assaults experienced by Canadians aged 15 years and older are not brought to the attention of police (Perreault and 
Brennan 2010). 

Sexual violations against children increase in 2013 

In addition to sexual assaults (levels 1, 2 and 3), which can occur against children or youth, there are also a number of 
sexual violations within the Criminal Code that, by definition, apply only to victims under the age of 18.14 These five 
specific sexual violations – luring a child via a computer, sexual exploitation, sexual interference, invitation to sexual 
touching and making sexually explicit material available to a child – are categorized within the UCR as sexual 
violations against children.  

Unlike the majority of police-reported violent offences, sexual violations against children was one of the few categories 
of violent offences to increase in 2013. In total, police reported about 4,200 incidents of sexual violations against 
children in 2013, almost 300 more than in 2012, resulting in a 6% increase in the rate (Table 5). Among the specific 
violations included within this category, the rate of luring a child via a computer (+30%) and sexual exploitation (+11%) 
increased, while the rate of sexual interference remained stable and invitation to sexual touching decreased (-5%).15 

It is important to note that for sexual violations against children, differences between geographic areas or changes 
across time may be influenced by levels of reporting to police, as well as single incidents that include several victims. 
Similar to sexual offences in general, the number of sexual violations against children are also expected to be an 
underestimate due to compounding factors that are likely to impact reporting, such as reliance on an adult to bring the 
incident to the attention of police (Kuoppämaki et al. 2011; United Nations 2006).  

Non-violent crime 

Decrease in severity and volume of police-reported non-violent crime  

Non-violent Criminal Code offences, which include property offences as well as other Criminal Code offences, account 
for the majority of police-reported crime in Canada.16 There were approximately 1.4 million such incidents in 2013, of 
which 1.1 million were property crimes and about 300,000 were other Criminal Code offences (Table 1b). Together, 
these offences accounted for about eight in ten (79%) Criminal Code offences reported by police. In 2013, the rates of 
most non-violent Criminal Code offences decreased from the previous year, with the exception of fraud, which 
remained stable, and counterfeiting (+30%), child pornography17 (+21%) and identity fraud (+6%) which increased 
(Table 5).  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r14
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r14
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n14
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n15
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r8
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r19
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n16
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n17
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Similar to the overall CSI, the non-violent CSI decreased 8% in 2013, marking the tenth consecutive annual decrease. 
At the national level, the decline was primarily due to decreases in the number of incidents of breaking and entering, 
theft of $5,000 or under and mischief. Canada’s non-violent CSI was 66.8 in 2013, 40% lower than it was in 2003 
(Table 1a).  

Ontario recorded the lowest non-violent CSI (49.0) in 2013. The non-violent CSI was highest in the territories, while 
Saskatchewan (127.5) had the highest non-violent CSI among the provinces. Saskatchewan’s non-violent CSI was 
largely the result of breaking and entering, mischief and theft of $5,000 or under.  

The non-violent CSI decreased in almost every province. The largest decreases were reported in New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island (both -13%), where declines were driven by decreases in breaking and entering. In 
Newfoundland and Labrador, the only province not to record a decrease, the non-violent CSI remained stable. While 
both Nunavut (-13%) and the Northwest Territories (-4%) recorded decreases in their non-violent CSI, Yukon (+12%) 
was the only territory whose non-violent CSI increased in 2013 (Table 2a). The increase was primarily due to more 
incidents of disturbing the peace and mischief.  

The decrease in the non-violent CSI also occurred in all but one of Canada’s CMAs (Table 3). The exception was 
Edmonton, where the non-violent CSI increased 3% in 2013, largely the result of increases in motor vehicle theft and 
theft of $5,000 or under. The largest decreases were reported by Moncton (-18%) and Victoria (-17%), both of which 
saw decreases in the number of police-reported break-ins and thefts of $5,000 or under. Toronto decreased 8% from 
2012, with a non-violent CSI of 39.4 in 2013, which was the lowest among all CMAs.  

Police-reported break-ins continue to decline  

Break-ins are one of the most serious forms of property crime, and their decrease in 2013 contributed more to the 
decline of the overall CSI than any other offence. In 2013, the rate of break-ins in Canada decreased 12%, reaching 
445 per 100,000 population (Table 5, Chart 13). The roughly 156,000 incidents reported by police in 2013 represented 
a decrease of about 20,000 from 2012. Over the past decade, the rate of police-reported breaking and entering has 
decreased by half (-51%).  
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Aside from Yukon, where there was a 4% increase in the rate of break-ins, all provinces and territories recorded 
declines from the previous year, with the largest decreases in Prince Edward Island (-23%), Quebec (-16%) and 
Manitoba (-16%) (Table 6). Despite declining 13% from the previous year, Saskatchewan (682 per 100,000 population) 
had the highest rate of break-ins among the provinces.  

With the exception of Sherbrooke where the rate of breaking and entering grew by 5% and Kitchener–Cambridge–
Waterloo where it remained stable, police-reported break-ins declined across all other CMAs in 2013 (Table 7). 
Compared to the previous year, the rate of break-ins decreased 29% in Moncton, while St. John’s and Victoria 
recorded decreases of 25% in their rate of break-ins. Despite a 3% decrease, Vancouver, with 689 break-ins per 
100,000 population, reported the highest rate among CMAs in 2013.  

Decline in police-reported motor vehicle theft continues  

Similarly, motor vehicle theft saw the continuation of a longer-term downward trend in 2013. There were about 73,000 
incidents of motor vehicle theft reported by police in 2013, representing a rate of 207 per 100,000 population (Table 5). 
This was a decrease of 8% from 2012, and was 62% lower than the rate of motor vehicle theft in Canada in 2003 
(Chart 13).  

The rate of police-reported motor vehicle theft also declined across most of the country, with the exception of Yukon 
(+29%), Alberta (+11%) and Newfoundland and Labrador (+2%) (Table 6). With this increase, Alberta recorded the 
highest provincial rate of motor vehicle theft in 2013 (395 per 100,000 population).  

Five CMAs recorded increases in their rates of motor vehicle theft in 2013: Edmonton (+18%), Abbotsford–Mission 
(+14%), Calgary (+12%), Thunder Bay (+9%) and Saskatoon (+4%), while a sixth, Winnipeg, remained stable. Among 
the rest of Canada’s CMAs, the greatest decreases were recorded in Kelowna (-38%), Victoria (-28%) and Greater 
Sudbury (-28%).  

Between 2003 and 2013, the largest decreases in motor vehicle theft were recorded in Manitoba and British Columbia 
(both -74%). In each of these provinces, there are specialized police programs that target motor vehicle thefts. For 
example, the Winnipeg Police Service, Manitoba Justice, and Manitoba Public Insurance have developed a 
comprehensive strategy that targets high-volume offenders, the most frequently targeted automobiles and programs to 
address underlying causes of vehicle theft (Linden 2010). In British Columbia, police services have implemented a bait 
car program to aid in prevention and in the apprehension of accused persons (British Columbia Ministry of Justice 
2014).  

Police-reported impaired driving rates decrease for second consecutive year 

The rate of impaired driving offences decreased for the second consecutive year in 2013, reaching 223 incidents per 
100,000 population (Table 5, Chart 14). Nationally, following a steady decline prior to 2000, the rate of impaired driving 
has fluctuated. The number of police-reported impaired driving incidents can vary depending on many factors such as 
legislative changes, law enforcement practices (e.g., increased use of roadside checks) and changing attitudes toward 
drunk driving (Perreault 2013). Most police-reported impaired driving incidents continued to involve alcohol (97%), 
while a small proportion (3%) involved drug-impaired driving. 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r9
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r3
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r3
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r13
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Decreases in impaired driving rates were recorded in almost every province and in two of the territories, while Nova 
Scotia (+6%) and Yukon (+4%) reported increases in 2013. Among the provinces, New Brunswick recorded the largest 
decrease (-14%) (Table 6).  

Police-reported drug offences decrease in 2013, but remain higher than a decade earlier 

In 2013, the rate of police-reported drug offences declined by 2%. There were just over 109,000 Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act (CDSA) offences reported by police, representing a rate of 310 per 100,000 population (Table 5). Of 
these offences, about two-thirds (67%) were related to cannabis, primarily possession.  

Rates for all types of drug offences decreased in 2013, with the exception of possession of other drugs, such as 
heroin, methamphetamines, ecstasy or other controlled substances18 (+4%), and possession of cannabis (+1%). The 
increase in possession of other drugs was the result of an increase in the number of incidents of possession of crystal 
meth (from 2,613 in 2012 to 3,345 in 2013) and possession of heroin (from 779 to 915).  

The composition of offences involving drugs other than cannabis has shifted since 2009.19 While offences involving 
heroin, cocaine and ecstasy have remained relatively stable, the rate of offences involving crystal meth was four times 
higher in 2013 than it was five years previously. However, offences related to crystal meth continued to account for a 
small proportion of drug-related crime in Canada (4%) in 2013.  

Over the past decade, there has been an increase in the rate of police-reported drug offences in Canada (Chart 14). 
The rate in 2013 was 13% higher than it was a decade previously. The rate of possession offences for other drugs 
increased 80%, driven by increases in Quebec, British Columbia and Ontario. The rate of possession of cannabis 
(+28%) and cocaine (+8%) also increased, as well as offences involving the trafficking, production or distribution of 
cocaine (+13%) and other drugs (+10%) (Table 5). Offences involving the trafficking, production or distribution of 

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n18
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#n19
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cannabis were the only drug offences to see a decrease compared to their rate 10 years previously (-35%), with the 
largest decreases recorded in British Columbia and Quebec.  

The general upward trend in police-reported drug offences in Canada may be related to varying policies, practices and 
resources available across different police services and over time. For example, a police service choosing to target 
particular offences or offenders may result in the identification of more incidents of drug-related crime, rather than 
representing an increase in the number of incidents that are actually occurring (Dauvergne 2009). Similarly, when other 
types of crime are declining, police may be able to focus more resources and efforts on crime involving drugs. 
Comparisons between police services or, more broadly, between geographical areas, should therefore be made with 
caution. 

 

Text box 3 
Measuring Crime in Canada: Police-reported data and the GSS on Victimization  

In Canada, two main national surveys collect crime-related data: the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey and the 
General Social Survey (GSS) on Victimization. The UCR collects police-reported data, while the GSS on Victimization 
collects information from a sample of Canadians aged 15 years and older. The GSS on Victimization is conducted 
every five years, with the 2014 survey cycle currently underway. Unlike the UCR, the GSS on Victimization also 
captures information on crimes that have not been reported to police. The GSS on Victimization, however, only collects 
information for a subset of offences – sexual assault, robbery, physical assault, breaking and entering, theft of motor 
vehicles or their parts, theft of personal property, theft of household property, and vandalism – and does not include 
crimes committed against businesses.  

While both surveys are used to measure crime, due to significant methodological and conceptual differences that exist 
between the two surveys, direct comparisons of data findings are not recommended (for further information, see 
Wallace et al. 2009). It is possible, however, to compare trends from the two surveys to better understand changes in 
the pattern of crimes reported to police. For instance, for some offences, namely assault, robbery, motor vehicle theft 
and mischief, both surveys show similar downward trends between 1999 and 2009. In contrast, the GSS data illustrate 
an increase in theft, and no change in breaking and entering or sexual assault between 1999 and 2009, while the UCR 
Survey recorded decreases for those violations during the same time period.  

Differences in crime trends between the two surveys may be partly due to Canadians’ tendency to report certain 
crimes. More specifically, GSS data indicate that while reporting rates to police remained steady for the majority of 
offences between 1999 and 2009, reporting rates decreased 12 percentage points for breaking and entering, 11 
percentage points for household property theft, and 7 percentage points for theft of personal property. Trends in the 
reporting of sexual assaults to police were unavailable, as the sample size was too small to yield a reliable estimate of 
the reporting rates for each cycle. Based on results from the 2009 GSS, 88% of sexual assaults experienced by 
Canadians aged 15 years and older were not brought to the attention of police.  

Among victims reporting to the GSS, the most common reason for not reporting the criminal incident to police was that 
they did not consider it to be important enough (36%). Other reasons for not reporting the criminal incident to police 
included feeling that the police could not have done anything about the incident (19%), or that the incident had been 
dealt with in another way (15%).  

For more information about the results of the 2009 GSS on Victimization, see ‘Criminal victimization in Canada, 2009’ 
(Perreault and Brennan 2010).  
 

Police-reported youth crime 

Fewer youth accused of crime in 2013  

The number and rate of youth accused of a Criminal Code offence (excluding Criminal Code traffic offences) continued 
to decrease in 2013. Unlike overall crime, which is based on the number of criminal incidents, police-reported youth 
crime is based on the number of youth (aged 12 to 17 years) accused in a criminal incident. As such, the youth 
accused rate – also referred to as the youth crime rate – and the youth Crime Severity Index are not directly 
comparable to overall trends in crime.  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r7
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r22
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In total, approximately 104,000 youth were accused of a Criminal Code offence in 2013, about 22,000 fewer than in 
2012. As such, the rate of youth accused decreased 16% from the previous year to 4,346 youth per 100,000 youth 
population in 2013 (Table 8a). Compared to a decade ago when the Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA) was 
implemented, the 2013 rate of youth accused was 40% lower.  

The number of youth accused of a Criminal Code offence includes youth who were either charged, or recommended 
for charging, as well as youth who were dealt with by other means, such as warnings, cautions or referrals to 
community programs. One of the goals of the 2003 implementation of the YCJA was to establish clear objectives for 
the use of extrajudicial measures among youth. Since then, the rate of youth dealt with by other means has continued 
to be higher than the rate of youth formally charged, although the difference has been narrowing slightly since 2009 
(Chart 15). In 2013, 55% of youth accused were dealt with by other means, while the remaining 45% were formally 
charged by police.  

 

Severity of crime involving youth accused declines 

The severity of crime involving youth accused also declined in 2013. More specifically, the youth Crime Severity Index 
(CSI), which measures both the volume and seriousness of crime involving youth accused (both charged and not 
charged) continued the annual downward trend seen over the past three years, dropping to 65.0 in 2013 (Table 8b, 
Chart 16). The decrease in the youth CSI represented a 16% decrease from the previous year and a 39% decline over 
the past decade.  
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Overall, the decrease in the youth CSI between 2012 and 2013 was driven by considerable decreases in the number of 
youth accused of robbery and breaking and entering. In addition, fewer youth accused of theft of $5,000 or under also 
contributed to the decline in the youth CSI in 2013.  

All provinces and territories recorded a decline in their youth CSI between 2012 and 2013, with the exception of Yukon 
(+4%) (Table 9). In nearly all provinces and territories, the decline in the youth CSI was due to fewer youth accused of 
either robbery or breaking and entering. Exceptions included Nunavut and Saskatchewan, where the decrease in the 
youth CSI was the result of fewer youth accused of homicide. In addition, a decrease in theft of $5,000 or under drove 
the decline in the youth CSI in Newfoundland and Labrador. Even with the decline, Saskatchewan (169.9) continued to 
record the highest youth CSI among the provinces in 2013. In contrast, for the third consecutive year, the youth CSI 
continued to be lowest in British Columbia (50.3), followed by Ontario (53.6) and Quebec (55.5).  

Rate of youth accused of homicide up in 2013, but majority of other violations down 

Across almost all types of offences, there were fewer youth accused in 2013 than in the previous year. The overall rate 
of youth accused of property crimes declined by 19% in 2013, and was the result of a decrease in rate for all types of 
property crimes, including the most common offences, such as theft of $5,000 or under (-19%) and mischief (-18%). 
The rate of youth accused of breaking and entering also declined in 2013 (-19%), representing one of the largest year-
over-year declines ever recorded. 

The overall rate of youth accused of violent crime decreased by 13% in 2013. Declines were seen across most types of 
violent crimes, including common assault (level 1) (-14%), the violent offence for which youth were most frequently 
accused. The rate of youth accused of robbery also saw one of the largest year-over-year decreases ever recorded, 
dropping 26% between 2012 and 2013 to 112 youth accused per 100,000 youth population (Table 10).  

In contrast, some of the most serious but least frequently occurring violent offences involving youth accused increased 
in 2013. More specifically, the number of youth accused of homicide went from 35 in 2012 to 40 in 2013, resulting in a 
17% increase in the rate of youth accused of homicide. Despite this increase, however, the rate of youth accused of 
homicide in 2013 (1.67 per 100,000 youth) remained lower than the 10-year average rate (2.38 per 100,000 youth). 
Furthermore, the number of youth accused of aggravated sexual assault (level 3) also increased from 5 accused in 
2012 to 15 accused in 2013. Overall, these more serious offences represented less than 1% of all violent violations 
involving youth accused in 2013. 
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In addition, in 2013, about 17,700 youth were accused of a drug violation under the Controlled Drugs and Substance 
Act, the majority (81%) of which involved possession of cannabis. While the rates of youth accused of drug offences 
decreased for almost all types of drug violations between 2012 and 2013, rates for certain drug violations remained 
higher than a decade ago. For instance, while the rate of youth accused of possession of cannabis decreased slightly 
between 2012 and 2013 (-1%), the rate remained 30% higher than in 2003 (600 youth accused per 100,000 youth 
population versus 462 youth accused per 100,000 youth population).  

Summary 

Both the Crime Severity Index (CSI) and the police-reported crime rate decreased in 2013, continuing a longer-term 
downward trend. With the exception of Yukon and Newfoundland and Labrador, declines in the volume and severity of 
police-reported crime were reported across all provinces and territories, as well as in virtually all census metropolitan 
areas.  

While almost all offences decreased in 2013, the overall drop in the severity of crime was largely due to declines in 
breaking and entering, robbery, theft of $5,000 or under and mischief.  

Among violent offences, a large drop in robbery drove the overall decline in the seriousness of violent crime. 
Additionally, there were fewer homicides and attempted murders recorded in 2013, resulting in the lowest homicide 
rate and attempted murder rate in over 40 years. While almost all violent offences declined in 2013, extortion, 
aggravated sexual assault (level 3) and sexual violations against children were among the few offences to record an 
increase.  

The youth CSI continued to decline in 2013, with decreases recorded in all provinces and territories, with the exception 
of Yukon. While declines were seen in the majority of offences, the rate of youth accused of homicide increased from 
2012.  

Survey description 

Uniform Crime Reporting Survey 

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey was established in 1962 with the co-operation and assistance of the 
Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police. The scope of the survey is Criminal Code offences and other federal statutes 
that have been reported to federal, provincial or municipal police services in Canada and that have been substantiated 
through investigation by these services. 

Coverage of the UCR aggregate data reflects virtually 100% of the total caseload for all police services in Canada. One 
incident can involve multiple offences. In order to ensure comparability, counts presented in this article are based upon 
the most serious offence in the incident as determined by a standard classification rule used by all police services. 
Counts based upon all violations are available upon request. 

Each year, the UCR database is “frozen” at the end of May for the production of crime statistics for the preceding 
calendar year. However, police services continue to send updated data to Statistics Canada after this date for incidents 
that occurred in previous years. Generally, these revisions constitute new accused records, as incidents are solved 
and accused persons are identified by police. However, some new incidents may be added and previously reported 
incidents may be deleted as new information becomes known.  

Revisions are accepted for a one-year period after the data are initially released. For example, when the 2013 crime 
statistics are released, the 2012 data are updated with any revisions that have been made between May 2013 and May 
2014. The data are revised only once and are then permanently frozen. Over the past 10 years (2003 to 2012), data to 
previous years has been revised upward 7 times and revised downward 3 times, with an average annual revision of 
0.2%. The 2013 revision to persons charged and youth not charged counts resulted in a 0.7% increase to 2012 counts.  

Measuring incidents of crime  

Data from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey are used to calculate both the traditional crime rate and the Crime 
Severity Index (CSI). Both the traditional crime rate and the CSI are based on the aggregate count of criminal 
incidents. A criminal incident involves one or more related offences that are committed during a single criminal event 
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and have been reported to and substantiated by police. Where there are multiple victims within a single criminal event, 
a separate aggregate incident is counted for each victim. For example, a single incident involving an assault on three 
victims at the same time and location is counted in the aggregate statistics as three incidents of assault. 

Police services can report up to four violations for each incident, however, this has typically only been the practice 
since the late 1980s and not for all police services. Therefore, both the traditional crime rate and the CSI are based on 
the most serious violation in the criminal incident. By basing the measures on the most serious offence in an incident, it 
allows for historical comparisons, as well as better comparisons among police services.  

It is possible, however, that by counting only the most serious violation, some offences may be underrepresented. This 
has little or no effect on serious violent offences, such as homicide, sexual assault and aggravated assault. However, 
some, but not all, minor offences are less likely to be the most serious when occurring at the same time as other more 
serious violations. These secondary offences, therefore, are not included in the calculation of aggregate statistics, the 
crime rate or the CSI.  

For more information on counting crime in Canada, please refer to Measuring Crime in Canada: Introducing the Crime 
Severity Index and Improvements to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (Wallace et al. 2009) and The Methodology 
of the Police-Reported Crime Severity Index (Babyak et al. 2009).  
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Notes 

1. These data conform to a nationally approved set of common crime categories and definitions that have been 
developed in co-operation with the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police. The UCR Survey collects and reports 
on police-reported federal statute offences.  

2. To publish police-reported crime statistics as timely as possible, this report relies on aggregate data (totals), which 
are the first crime data available each calendar year. More detailed data on the characteristics of incidents, victims 
and accused persons will be available following the release of this report, and will be accessible for custom data 
requests or possible inclusion in future editions of Juristat.  

3. Data at the police service level is available on CANSIM (tables 252-0075 to 252-0090) and upon request.  

4. Trends in youth accused of crime are not directly comparable to trends in overall crime. For instance, instead of 
measuring the number of criminal incidents per 100,000 population, the youth accused rate is calculated as the 
number of youth accused per 100,000 youth population. Similarly, the youth CSI is also based upon youth accused 
rather than criminal incidents.  

5. See Text Box 1 for an explanation of the CSI and the crime rate.  

6. Information on the total number of violations is available upon request.  

7. To calculate weights, the CSI uses national average sentences which are adjusted every five years in order to 
account for changes in sentencing patterns, or changes to the Criminal Code and other federal statutes. The CSI 
weights were most recently adjusted in 2013 and applied to UCR data beginning in 2011. Outliers (atypically very 
long and unique sentences for a given offence) are not included in the average.  

8. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major 
urban core. A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. 
To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central 
urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one 
police service.  

9. Moncton, Peterborough, Brantford, Guelph, Barrie, and Kelowna became CMAs in 2006. As a result, percent 
changes are calculated from 2006 to 2013 for these CMAs.  

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-31-ECOSOCDecisions-E.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-31-ECOSOCDecisions-E.pdf
http://ssrn.com/abstract=740626
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10. Includes Criminal Code violations that specifically concern offences involving child and youth victims. These 
include sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, making sexually explicit material 
available to children for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth, and luring a child via a 
computer/agreement or arrangement. Incidents of sexual assault levels 1, 2 and 3 against children and youth are 
counted within those three violation categories.  

11. Incidents of child pornography are not included in the category of sexual violations against children. The offence of 
“Child Pornography” includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to access, 
possess, make, print, or distribute child pornography. When the actual victim is not identified, this offence is 
reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey with the most serious offence being “Child Pornography” which 
falls under the larger crime category of “Other Criminal Code”. In cases where an actual victim is identified, police 
will report the most serious offence as sexual assault, sexual exploitation or other sexual violations against 
children, which falls under the category of “Violent Violations”, and child pornography may be reported as a 
secondary violation.  

12. While the actual number of homicides in Trois-Rivières decreased (from 2 to 1) between 2012 and 2013, the 
increase in the CSI is partially explained by the difference in weights assigned to the offences of manslaughter and 
first- and second-degree murder. Homicide in Canada includes first-degree murder, second-degree murder, 
manslaughter and infanticide.  

13. Includes aggravated assault (level 3), assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (level 2), common assault 
(level 1), assaults against peace officers and other assaults.  

14. For more information on police-reported sexual offences against children and youth, see Cotter and Beaupré, 
2014.  

15. Making sexually explicit material available to a child for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against 
children/youth was a new crime category introduced in 2012. Therefore, comparisons between 2012 and 2013 
cannot be made.  

16. Unlike the non-violent CSI, the non-violent crime rate combines property crime and other Criminal Code offences 
and does not include Criminal Code traffic violations, such as impaired driving, or other federal statute offences, 
such as drug offences.  

17. Due to the complexity of cyber incidents, the data likely reflect the number of active or closed investigations for the 
year rather than the total number of incidents reported to police. See Note 11 for further information.  

18. Offences of “possession of other drugs” also includes possession of precursors and equipment.  

19. In April 2008, the UCR Survey began counting violations involving methamphetamines (crystal meth) and 
methylenedioxyamphetamine (ecstasy) under their own unique violation codes. Prior to this, violations involving 
crystal meth and ecstasy were counted within the category of “other drugs”.  

 
 
 
  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r6
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040-eng.htm#r6
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Detailed data tables 
 
Table 1a 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes, Canada, 2003 to 2013 
 

Year 

Total Crime  
Severity Index Violent Crime Severity Index 

Non-violent Crime  
Severity Index 

index   
percent change  

from previous year index  
percent change  

from previous year index  
percent change  

from previous year 
2003 106.8 3 97.6 1 110.4 3 
2004 104.1 -3 96.0 -2 107.2 -3 
2005 101.3 -3 98.5 3 102.4 -4 
2006 100.0 -1 100.0 2 100.0 -2 
2007 95.3 -5 97.8 -2 94.3 -6 
2008 90.6 -5 95.1 -3 88.9 -6 
2009 87.8 -3 94.3 -1 85.3 -4 
2010 82.9 -6 89.2 -5 80.5 -6 
2011 77.6 -6 85.7 -4 74.5 -8 
2012r 75.4 -3 81.9 -5 72.9 -2 
2013 68.7 -9 73.7 -10 66.8 -8 
Percent change 

2003 to 2013 -36 ... -24 ... -40 ... 
... not applicable 
r revised 
Note: Data on the Crime Severity Indexes are available beginning in 1998. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
 
Table 1b 
Police-reported crime rate, Canada, 2003 to 2013 
 

Year 

Total crime  
(crime rate) Violent crime Property crime 

Other Criminal Code 
offences 

number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year 
2003 2,458,482 7,770 3 453,963 1,435 0 1,676,439 5,299 4 328,080 1,037 5 
2004 2,427,370 7,600 -2 448,514 1,404 -2 1,636,363 5,123 -3 342,493 1,072 3 
2005 2,361,974 7,325 -4 447,857 1,389 -1 1,574,808 4,884 -5 339,309 1,052 -2 
2006 2,359,804 7,245 -1 451,652 1,387 0 1,566,315 4,809 -2 341,837 1,050 0 
2007 2,271,754 6,908 -5 445,252 1,354 -2 1,488,103 4,525 -6 338,399 1,029 -2 
2008 2,204,479 6,631 -4 443,608 1,334 -1 1,415,572 4,258 -6 345,299 1,039 1 
2009 2,172,809 6,461 -3 444,533 1,322 -1 1,386,184 4,122 -3 342,092 1,017 -2 
2010 2,094,338 6,159 -5 439,220 1,292 -2 1,305,150 3,838 -7 349,968 1,029 1 
2011 1,984,790 5,779 -6 424,338 1,236 -4 1,214,312 3,536 -8 346,140 1,008 -2 
2012r 1,957,227 5,632 -3 416,147 1,197 -3 1,193,600 3,434 -3 347,480 1,000 -1 
2013 1,824,837 5,190 -8 383,945 1,092 -9 1,106,093 3,146 -8 334,799 952 -5 
Percent 

change 
2003 to 
2013 ... -33 ... ... -24 ... ... -41 ... ... -8 ... 

... not applicable 
r revised 
Note: Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total violent crime, total 
property crime and total other crime categories. Counts are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. 
Data for the rates of total, violent, property and other crime categories are available beginning in 1962. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 
population. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 2a 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes, by province and territory, 2013 
 

Province  
and territory 

Total Crime  
Severity Index 

Violent Crime  
Severity Index 

Non-violent Crime  
Severity Index 

Index 
percent change  

2012 to 2013 Index 
percent change  

2012 to 2013 Index 
percent change  

2012 to 2013 
Newfoundland and Labrador 68.4 1 65.7 2 69.2 0 
Prince Edward Island 64.5 -12 43.3 -5 72.1 -13 
Nova Scotia 69.8 -9 72.6 -7 68.6 -10 
New Brunswick 59.7 -12 58.5 -11 60.1 -13 
Quebec 62.3 -12 67.8 -10 60.1 -12 
Ontario 52.5 -11 61.9 -11 49.0 -11 
Manitoba 100.3 -12 136.0 -13 87.2 -12 
Saskatchewan 125.7 -9 120.2 -10 127.5 -9 
Alberta 83.7 -2 83.2 -6 83.7 -1 
British Columbia 89.2 -6 81.5 -11 91.8 -5 
Yukon 165.7 6 149.3 -9 171.3 12 
Northwest Territories 314.4 -7 303.8 -14 317.6 -4 
Nunavut 281.9 -11 422.7 -9 230.1 -13 
Canada 68.7 -9 73.7 -10 66.8 -8 
Note: Data on provincial and territorial Crime Severity Indexes are available beginning in 1998. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
 
Table 2b 
Police-reported crime rate, by province and territory, 2013 
 

Province  
and territory 

Total crime  
(crime rate) Violent crime Property crime 

Other Criminal Code 
offences 

number rate 

percent 
change 
in rate 

2012 to 
2013 number rate 

percent 
change 
in rate 

2012 to 
2013 number rate 

percent 
change 
in rate 

2012 to 
2013 number rate 

percent 
change 
in rate 

2012 to 
2013 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 31,364 5,955 -2 7,329 1,391 -7 18,761 3,562 0 5,274 1,001 3 

Prince Edward 
Island 8,502 5,854 -11 1,382 952 -19 6,184 4,258 -8 936 644 -17 

Nova Scotia 52,982 5,632 -11 11,584 1,231 -10 32,625 3,468 -12 8,773 933 -10 
New Brunswick 36,387 4,813 -13 9,314 1,232 -16 21,450 2,837 -12 5,623 744 -8 
Quebec 314,841 3,861 -11 79,891 980 -7 191,005 2,342 -14 43,945 539 -7 
Ontario 497,939 3,678 -9 112,802 833 -8 319,636 2,361 -11 65,501 484 -3 
Manitoba 100,789 7,967 -11 23,230 1,836 -11 54,371 4,298 -13 23,188 1,833 -6 
Saskatchewan 117,965 10,644 -7 21,848 1,971 -10 62,875 5,673 -8 33,242 2,999 -3 
Alberta 282,467 7,018 -3 50,935 1,265 -9 171,289 4,256 -1 60,243 1,497 -6 
British Columbia 341,532 7,454 -6 57,806 1,262 -10 209,285 4,568 -5 74,441 1,625 -5 
Yukon 8,633 23,523 14 1,509 4,112 2 3,477 9,474 10 3,647 9,937 25 
Northwest 

Territories 19,924 45,763 -4 3,233 7,426 -7 10,533 24,193 1 6,158 14,144 -11 
Nunavut 11,512 32,345 -15 3,082 8,659 -11 4,602 12,930 -20 3,828 10,756 -12 
Canada 1,824,837 5,190 -8 383,945 1,092 -9 1,106,093 3,146 -8 334,799 952 -5 
Note: Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total violent 
crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. Counts are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may 
involve multiple violations. Data for the rates of total, violent, property and other crime categories are available beginning in 1962. Rates are 
calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from 
Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 3 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes, by census metropolitan area, 2013 
 

Census metropolitan 
area1, 2, 3 

Population 
Total Crime  

Severity Index 
Violent Crime 
Severity Index 

Non-violent Crime 
Severity Index 

number index 
percent change 

2012 to 2013 
percent change 

2003 to 2013 index 
percent change 

2012 to 2013 index 
percent change 

2012 to 2013 
St. John’s 202,602 78.4 -4 -7 79.5 9 77.8 -8 
Halifax 408,714 68.6 -9 -43 84.8 -10 62.6 -9 
Moncton4 143,388 66.1 -16 -31 66.5 -8 65.8 -18 
Saint John 146,107 60.4 -10 -35 59.5 -12 60.6 -9 
Saguenay5 167,775 59.9 -16 0 57.2 -21 60.7 -14 
Québec 785,838 46.5 -10 -36 48.3 -7 45.7 -10 
Sherbrooke 194,678 58.4 -5 -40 45.3 -10 63.0 -3 
Trois-Rivières 154,351 60.3 -7 -21 51.4 14 63.3 -12 
Montréal 3,986,346 65.9 -12 -38 79.5 -10 60.9 -13 
Gatineau6 323,084 56.9 -13 -39 65.1 -8 53.8 -15 
Ottawa7, 8 974,307 52.1 -10 -41 56.1 -4 50.5 -13 
Kingston 163,969 54.6 -6 -36 48.6 -9 56.7 -5 
Peterborough4 121,576 54.4 -14 -32 57.7 -13 53.0 -15 
Toronto 5,905,031 47.1 -10 -39 68.2 -14 39.4 -8 
Hamilton 734,389 55.1 -10 -42 59.9 -4 53.3 -11 
St. Catharines–

Niagara 445,351 57.5 -10 -38 49.3 -9 60.4 -11 
Kitchener–Cambridge–

Waterloo 534,762 56.8 -4 -27 57.0 -8 56.6 -3 
Brantford4 142,084 83.7 -9 -27 73.9 9 87.2 -13 
Guelph4 128,573 43.0 -16 -28 42.5 -21 43.1 -14 
London 500,949 67.2 -11 -31 56.9 -12 70.8 -10 
Windsor 330,108 61.3 -9 -34 61.9 -8 60.9 -9 
Barrie4 207,972 42.8 -14 -45 38.6 -13 44.3 -14 
Greater Sudbury 164,983 66.9 -6 -25 66.3 -11 67.0 -4 
Thunder Bay 121,763 80.6 -9 -24 110.9 -7 69.4 -10 
Winnipeg 802,273 83.2 -15 -50 119.9 -19 69.6 -13 
Regina 234,426 109.3 -7 -51 105.8 -4 110.4 -8 
Saskatoon 299,190 99.1 -7 -55 109.9 -13 95.0 -5 
Calgary 1,375,123 60.4 -1 -41 62.0 1 59.7 -2 
Edmonton 1,290,932 84.5 0 -40 89.7 -6 82.4 3 
Kelowna4 185,168 92.6 -12 -35 67.1 -22 101.6 -9 
Abbotsford–Mission 177,298 80.7 -5 -52 70.7 -13 84.2 -2 
Vancouver 2,443,887 90.3 -5 -44 83.6 -12 92.5 -2 
Victoria 357,416 59.1 -17 -48 54.4 -17 60.7 -17 
Canada 35,158,304 68.7 -9 -36 73.7 -10 66.8 -8 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a 
total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must 
have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically 
comprises more than one police service. 
2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries. 
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table due to the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA 
boundaries. 
4. Moncton, Peterborough, Brantford, Guelph, Barrie and Kelowna became CMAs in 2006. Therefore, the percent change in Total Crime 
Severity Index for these CMAs is calculated from 2006 to 2013. 
5. With the release of 2013 data, revised population estimates at the respondent level were applied back to and including 2011. This resulted in 
boundary changes for the CMA of Saguenay. Crime data for these years for this respondent have therefore been revised. 
6. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
7. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
8. Ottawa numbers also include child pornography incidents reported by the National Child Exploitation Coordination Centre of the RCMP 
which is located in the City of Ottawa. The Centre responds to Internet-facilitated sexual abuse cases nationally. Therefore, while the incidents 
are detected by the RCMP Centre located in Ottawa and appear in Ottawa’s crime statistics, the incidents themselves or the offenders are not 
limited to the city of Ottawa. 
Note: Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with minor offences. In some instances, police or 
municipalities might choose to deal with some minor offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. 
Data on the Crime Severity Indexes by census metropolitan area are available beginning in 1998. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for 
Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 4 
Police-reported crime rate, by census metropolitan area, 2013 
 

Census  
metropolitan 
area1, 2, 3 

Total crime (crime rate)4 Violent crime Property crime 
Other Criminal 
Code offences Drug offences 

rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012  

to 2013 

percent  
change in 
rate 2003  

to 2013 rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012  

to 2013 rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

 to 2013 rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012  

to 2013 rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012  

to 2013 
St. John’s 6,464 -3 0 1,498 -7 4,226 1 741 -13 256 -19 
Halifax 5,326 -10 -43 1,111 -5 3,397 -11 818 -10 310 -10 
Moncton5 5,931 -15 -25 1,306 -19 3,527 -16 1,098 -5 245 -8 
Saint John 4,986 -11 -34 1,312 -14 2,908 -10 766 -10 251 2 
Saguenay6 3,566 -12 -14 1,023 -11 1,877 -15 666 -6 219 19 
Québec 3,257 -6 -31 915 1 1,986 -11 356 9 225 -1 
Sherbrooke 3,716 -8 -42 705 -10 2,223 -7 788 -8 390 -11 
Trois-Rivières 3,875 -6 -22 849 9 2,260 -15 766 11 355 4 
Montréal 4,072 -11 -35 903 -7 2,657 -13 512 -7 218 3 
Gatineau7 3,916 -14 -34 1,099 -12 2,212 -17 605 -6 457 15 
Ottawa8, 9 3,615 -12 -42 672 5 2,442 -17 500 -4 184 0 
Kingston 4,848 -5 -27 1,011 -7 3,250 -7 587 8 170 0 
Peterborough5 4,489 -3 -30 823 2 2,899 -8 768 12 175 -13 
Toronto 2,941 -7 -42 749 -8 1,936 -7 256 -1 192 -12 
Hamilton 3,786 -12 -41 758 -13 2,623 -13 405 -3 280 -3 
St. Catharines–

Niagara 3,992 -12 -36 729 -12 2,817 -14 446 -1 174 0 
Kitchener–

Cambridge–
Waterloo 4,336 -6 -22 847 -9 2,897 -6 592 -2 316 -2 

Brantford5 6,242 -10 -27 1,219 -8 4,318 -11 705 -8 325 -1 
Guelph5 3,557 -14 -20 740 -15 2,349 -15 468 -4 261 2 
London 5,225 -8 -25 805 -10 3,332 -9 1,087 -5 269 1 
Windsor 4,399 -8 -39 895 -9 2,967 -9 537 -3 185 -8 
Barrie5 3,712 -15 -42 706 -11 2,304 -17 702 -11 252 -13 
Greater Sudbury 4,685 -7 -25 983 -4 2,955 -9 746 -2 337 14 
Thunder Bay 6,392 -10 -24 1,566 6 3,574 -13 1,252 -16 128 0 
Winnipeg 5,368 -16 -55 1,104 -14 3,587 -17 676 -7 144 11 
Regina 8,069 -8 -46 1,188 -13 4,715 -6 2,166 -11 441 -8 
Saskatoon 7,958 -6 -47 1,312 -11 4,459 -5 2,188 -7 252 3 
Calgary 4,268 -2 -40 710 -4 3,157 -1 401 -5 129 -10 
Edmonton 6,743 0 -34 1,130 -6 4,054 4 1,560 -3 261 8 
Kelowna5 7,680 -13 -33 1,201 -21 4,901 -13 1,577 -7 885 42 
Abbotsford–

Mission 6,109 -2 -51 1,085 -5 4,096 -1 928 -5 418 -11 
Vancouver 6,897 -4 -40 1,023 -11 4,642 -3 1,232 -2 464 5 
Victoria 5,408 -12 -47 1,059 -8 3,551 -15 798 2 417 -8 
Canada 5,190 -8 -33 1,092 -9 3,146 -8 952 -5 310 -2 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a total 
population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high 
degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one 
police service. 
2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries. 
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table due to the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA boundaries. 
4. Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total violent crime, total 
property crime and total other crime categories. 
5. Moncton, Peterborough, Brantford, Guelph, Barrie and Kelowna became CMAs in 2006. Therefore, the percent change in total crime rate for these 
CMAs is calculated from 2006 to 2013. 
6. With the release of 2013 data, revised population estimates at the respondent level were applied back to and including 2011. This resulted in boundary 
changes for the CMA of Saguenay. Crime data for these years for this respondent have therefore been revised. 
7. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
8. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
9. Ottawa numbers also include child pornography incidents reported by the National Child Exploitation Coordination Centre of the RCMP which is located in 
the City of Ottawa. The Centre responds to Internet-facilitated sexual abuse cases nationally. Therefore, while the incidents are detected by the RCMP Centre 
located in Ottawa and appear in Ottawa’s crime statistics, the incidents themselves or the offenders are not limited to the city of Ottawa. 
Note: Police reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with minor offences. In some instances, police or municipalities 
might choose to deal with some minor offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. Counts are based on the 
most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime by census metropolitan area are available 
from 1991. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1st 
estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 5 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada, 2012 and 2013 
 

Type of offence 
2012r 2013 

Percent change in 
rate 2012 to 2013 

Percent change in 
rate 2003 to 2013 

number rate number rate percent 
Total Criminal Code (excluding 

traffic)– "Crime Rate" 1,957,227 5,632 1,824,837 5,190 -8 -33 
Violent crime 

 Homicide 543 2 505 1 -8 -17 
Other violations causing death1 102 0 84 0 -19 -49 
Attempted murder 665 2 642 2 -5 -18 
Sexual assault - level 3 – aggravated 124 0 137 0 9 -28 
Sexual assault - level 2 - weapon or 

bodily harm 372 1 370 1 -2 -7 
Sexual assault - level 1 21,374 62 20,804 59 -4 -19 
Sexual violations against children2, 3, 4 3,953 11 4,232 12 6 ... 
Assault - level 3 - aggravated 3,532 10 3,190 9 -11 -1 
Assault - level 2 - weapon or bodily 

harm 49,807 143 45,672 130 -9 -9 
Assault - level 1 170,291 490 158,090 450 -8 -25 
Assault peace officer 10,776 31 9,722 28 -11 -1 
Other assaults 2,906 8 2,718 8 -8 -35 
Firearms - use of, discharge, pointing 2,057 6 1,886 5 -9 -26 
Robbery 27,748 80 23,213 66 -17 -35 
Forcible confinement or kidnapping 3,637 10 3,239 9 -12 -9 
Abduction 393 1 385 1 -3 -38 
Extortion 1,730 5 2,302 7 32 8 
Criminal harassment 22,280 64 21,555 61 -4 -15 
Uttering threats 70,460 203 63,970 182 -10 -33 
Threatening or harassing phone calls 18,732 54 16,610 47 -12 -45 
Other violent Criminal Code violations 4,665 13 4,619 13 -2 6 
Total 416,147 1,197 383,945 1,092 -9 -24 
Property crime 

 Breaking and entering 176,250 507 156,357 445 -12 -51 
Possess stolen property5, 6 17,450 50 16,797 48 -5 -54 
Theft of motor vehicle 78,068 225 72,804 207 -8 -62 
Theft over $5,000 (non-motor vehicle) 15,436 44 14,339 41 -8 -34 
Theft of $5,000 or under (non-motor 

vehicle) 499,484 1,437 471,924 1,342 -7 -39 
Fraud (excluding identity fraud)7 78,661 226 79,765 227 0 -23 
Identity fraud7, 8, 9 10,807 31 11,594 33 6 ... 
Mischief10 306,348 881 273,597 778 -12 -31 
Arson 11,096 32 8,916 25 -21 -41 
Total 1,193,600 3,434 1,106,093 3,146 -8 -41 
Other Criminal Code offences 

 Counterfeiting 440 1 580 2 30 -81 
Weapons violations 13,992 40 13,789 39 -3 -15 
Child pornography11, 12 2,177 6 2,668 8 21 163 
Prostitution 2,102 6 2,066 6 -3 -67 
Terrorism13, 14 126 0 72 0 -44 ... 
Disturbing the peace 114,540 330 109,830 312 -5 -4 
Administration of justice violations 182,691 526 176,431 502 -5 -4 
Other violations 31,412 90 29,363 84 -8 -26 
Total 347,480 1,000 334,799 952 -5 -8 
Criminal Code traffic violations 

 Impaired driving15 84,149 242 78,391 223 -8 -9 
Other Criminal Code traffic violations 57,046 164 57,967 165 0 30 
Total 141,195 406 136,358 388 -5 4 

See notes at the end of the table. 
  

http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_1
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_2
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_3
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_4
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_5
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_6
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_7
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_7
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_8
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_9
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_10
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_11
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_12
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_13
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_14
http://wwwstaging.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2014001/article/14040/tbl/tbl05-eng.htm#tbl05n_15


Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X  

 

  33 

Juristat Article—Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2013 

Table 5 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada, 2012 and 2013 (continued) 
 

Type of offence 
2012r 2013 

Percent change in 
rate 2012 to 2013 

Percent change in 
rate 2003 to 2013 

number rate number rate percent 
Drug offences 

 Possession - cannabis 57,895 167 58,965 168 1 28 
Possession - cocaine 7,885 23 7,696 22 -4 8 
Possession - other drugs16 10,591 30 11,119 32 4 80 
Trafficking, production or distribution - 

cannabis 15,699 45 14,308 41 -10 -35 
Trafficking, production or distribution - 

cocaine 10,668 31 9,749 28 -10 13 
Trafficking, production or distribution - 

other drugs 7,355 21 7,220 21 -3 10 
Total 110,093 317 109,057 310 -2 13 
Other federal statute violations 

 Youth Criminal Justice Act17 12,721 37 9,418 27 -27 -61 
Other federal statutes 23,222 67 18,632 53 -21 15 
Total 35,943 103 28,050 80 -23 -30 
Total - all violations 2,244,458 6,458 2,098,302 5,968 -8 -30 
... not applicable  

r revised 
1. Includes, for example, criminal negligence causing death. 
2. Excludes sexual assaults against children and youth, which are reported as level 1, 2 or 3 sexual assault. 
3. Sexual violations against children is a relatively new crime category with only partial data available prior to 2010, therefore the percentage change 
from 2003 to 2013 is not shown. 
4. Includes sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, luring a child via a computer/agreement or arrangement, and (as of 
2012) making sexually explicit material available to a child for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth. 
5. Includes trafficking and the intent to traffic stolen goods. 
6. In 2011, the UCR survey was modified to create separate categories for possession of stolen property of $5,000 or under, and possession of 
stolen property over $5,000. As a result, incidents of possession of $5,000 or under may now be reported as secondary offences when occurring in 
conjunction with more serious offences, leading to a decrease in the number of possession of stolen property incidents reported since 2011. 
7. In January 2010, the UCR survey was modified to create new violation codes for identity fraud and identity theft. Prior to 2010, those offences 
would have been coded as fraud. Therefore, the percentage change from 2003 to 2013 for fraud includes identity fraud and identity theft. 
8. Includes identity theft. 
9. In 2013, it was discovered that an error in Quebec’s provincial system had incorrectly resulted in a number of thefts being coded as identity thefts 
in Montreal. As such, the number of incidents of identity theft has been revised for the years 2010 to 2012. 
10. Includes altering/removing/destroying a vehicle identification number. 
11. Due to the complexity of these cyber incidents, the data likely reflect the number of active or closed investigations for the year rather than the 
total number of incidents reported to police. 
12. The offence of “Child Pornography” includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to access, possess, make, 
print, or distribute child pornography. When the actual victim is not identified, this offence is reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey with the 
most serious offence being “Child Pornography” which falls under the larger crime category of “Other Criminal Code”. In cases where an actual 
victim is identified, police will report the most serious offence as sexual assault, sexual exploitation or other sexual violations against children, which 
falls under the category of “Violent Violations”, and child pornography may be reported as a secondary violation. 
13. Includes violations related to terrorism, such as hoax terrorist activity, participating in the activity of a terrorist group, commission of offence for 
terrorist group, facilitating terrorist activity, instructing to carry out terrorist activity, providing or making available property or services for terrorist 
purposes, using or possessing property for terrorist purposes, harbouring or concealing (terrorist) and freezing of property, disclosure and audit 
(terrorism). Terrorism is a relatively new crime category with only partial data available prior to 2010; therefore, the percentage change from 2003 to 
2013 is not shown. 
14. As a result of terrorist scares arising during the student demonstrations in the Spring of 2012 in Quebec, the Directeur des poursuites criminelles 
et pénales du Québec authorized police to make arrests under terrorism laws, particularly for “hoax terrorism”. Therefore, the decrease between 
2012 and 2013 may be partly attributed to the terrorism-related incidents that were specific to the student demonstrations in Quebec in 2012. 
15. Includes alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle, alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle causing death or bodily harm, 
failure or refusal to comply with testing for the presence of alcohol or drugs and failure or refusal to provide a breath or blood sample. 
16. Includes heroin, methamphetamines (crystal meth), methylenedioxyamphetamine (ecstasy) and other controlled drugs and substances, as well 
as possession of precursors and equipment. 
17. The Youth Criminal Justice Act replaced the Young Offenders Act and was enacted in April 2003. 
Note: Police reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with minor offences. In some instances, police or 
municipalities might choose to deal with some minor offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. 
Counts are based on the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime are 
available, in most cases, from 1977. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. 
Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 6 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by province and territory, 2013 
 

Province  
and territory 

Homicide Attempted murder 
Major assault  

(levels 2 and 3)1 Robbery 

number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 
to 20132 number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 
to 20132 number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

to 2013 number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

to 2013 
Newfoundland and  

Labrador 7 1.33 ... 1 0.19 ... 696 132 -10 142 27 0 
Prince Edward 

Island 1 0.69 ... 0 0.00 ... 94 65 -15 23 16 -12 
Nova Scotia 13 1.38 -23 63 6.70 86 1,170 124 -19 336 36 -24 
New Brunswick 7 0.93 17 15 1.98 37 783 104 -21 176 23 9 
Quebec 68 0.83 -38 163 2.00 -10 9,749 120 -10 4,846 59 -17 
Ontario 166 1.23 2 201 1.48 -23 13,144 97 -9 8,912 66 -18 
Manitoba 49 3.87 -7 29 2.29 30 4,064 321 -12 1,647 130 -24 
Saskatchewan 30 2.71 2 26 2.35 -6 3,762 339 -9 867 78 -18 
Alberta 82 2.04 -7 48 1.19 8 7,016 174 -5 2,625 65 -7 
British Columbia 76 1.66 6 90 1.96 1 7,406 162 -11 3,600 79 -21 
Yukon 0 0.00 ... 1 2.72 ... 178 485 -11 8 22 -28 
Northwest 

Territories 2 4.59 ... 3 6.89 ... 367 843 -2 24 55 5 
Nunavut 4 11.24 ... 2 5.62 ... 433 1,217 -10 7 20 -2 
Canada 505 1.44 -8 642 1.83 -5 48,862 139 -9 23,213 66 -17 

     

Province  
and territory 

Sexual assault 
(levels 1, 2 and 3) 

Sexual violations against 
children3 Breaking and entering Motor vehicle theft 

number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

to 2013 number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

to 2013 number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

to 2013 number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

to 2013 
Newfoundland and  

Labrador 311 59 -17 80 15 8 2,706 514 -3 514 98 2 
Prince Edward 

Island 85 59 15 13 9 -41 646 445 -23 120 83 -25 
Nova Scotia 647 69 -3 135 14 88 4,070 433 -15 1,075 114 -19 
New Brunswick 454 60 -7 118 16 -11 3,065 405 -15 1,037 137 -10 
Quebec 3,983 49 -1 1,466 18 20 39,247 481 -16 17,766 218 -16 
Ontario 7,677 57 -4 845 6 -9 42,096 311 -15 16,410 121 -15 
Manitoba 1,379 109 -7 174 14 8 7,832 619 -16 3,631 287 -4 
Saskatchewan 1,049 95 -2 238 21 -3 7,559 682 -13 4,274 386 -3 
Alberta 2,744 68 -7 413 10 7 19,263 479 -4 15,903 395 11 
British Columbia 2,554 56 0 684 15 -1 28,458 621 -6 11,583 253 -9 
Yukon 73 199 -6 12 33 32 215 586 4 191 520 29 
Northwest 

Territories 173 397 0 15 34 -12 600 1,378 -9 172 395 -13 
Nunavut 182 511 -3 39 110 9 600 1,686 -6 128 360 -21 
Canada 21,311 61 -4 4,232 12 6 156,357 445 -12 72,804 207 -8 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 6 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by province and territory, 2013 (continued) 
 

Province  
and territory 

Impaired driving4 Cannabis5 Cocaine5 Other drugs5, 6 

number rate 

percent  
change in 
rate 2012 

to 2013 number rate 

percent  
change in 

rate 2012 to 
2013 number rate 

percent  
change in 

rate 2012 to 
2013 number rate 

percent  
change in 

rate 2012 to 
2013 

Newfoundland and  
Labrador 1,726 328 -7 969 184 12 159 30 -25 308 58 -13 

Prince Edward 
Island 446 307 -5 116 80 -39 33 23 -15 117 81 -9 

Nova Scotia 2,875 306 6 2,224 236 -6 350 37 1 485 52 5 
New Brunswick 1,868 247 -14 1,213 160 -6 211 28 -22 356 47 -2 
Quebec 15,583 191 -9 15,766 193 4 2,121 26 -1 4,688 57 -5 
Ontario 15,806 117 -9 20,899 154 -7 4,767 35 -8 5,768 43 -1 
Manitoba 3,337 264 -4 2,217 175 9 959 76 -5 428 34 8 
Saskatchewan 7,041 635 -11 3,242 293 -8 1,510 136 -22 674 61 -16 
Alberta 14,662 364 -11 7,507 187 -3 2,878 72 -8 1,565 39 10 
British Columbia 13,925 304 -4 18,248 398 2 4,241 93 -4 3,896 85 15 
Yukon 405 1,104 4 111 302 -11 77 210 46 19 52 34 
Northwest 

Territories 463 1,063 -30 405 930 -11 133 305 29 23 53 -26 
Nunavut 254 714 -27 356 1,000 -11 6 17 -16 12 34 -16 
Canada 78,391 223 -8 73,273 208 -2 17,445 50 -7 18,339 52 1 
... not applicable 
1. Excludes assaults against peace officers. 
2. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes have not been calculated when the number of offences is below 5 in any given year. 
3. Includes sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, luring a child via a computer/agreement or arrangement, and 
(as of 2012) making sexually explicit material available to a child for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth. Incidents 
of child pornography are not included in the category of sexual violations against children. The offence of “Child Pornography” includes 
offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to access, possess, make, print, or distribute child pornography. When 
the actual victim is not identified, this offence is reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey with the most serious offence being “Child 
Pornography” which falls under the larger crime category of “Other Criminal Code”. In cases where an actual victim is identified, police will 
report the most serious offence as sexual assault, sexual exploitation or other sexual violations against children, which falls under the category 
of “Violent Violations”, and child pornography may be reported as a secondary violation. 
4. Includes alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle, alcohol- and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle causing death or bodily 
harm, failure or refusal to comply with testing for the presence of alcohol or drugs and failure or refusal to provide a breath or blood sample. 
5. Includes possession, trafficking, production or distribution. 
6. Includes heroin, methamphetamines (crystal meth), methylenedioxyamphetamine (ecstasy) and other controlled drugs and substances, as 
well as possession of precursors and equipment. 
Note: Police reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with minor offences. In some instances, police or 
municipalities might choose to deal with some minor offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. 
Counts are based on the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime are 
available, in most cases, from 1977. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. 
Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 7 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by census metropolitan area, 2013 
 

Census  
metropolitan  
area1, 2, 3 

Homicide4 
Sexual assault 

(levels 1, 2 and 3) Robbery 
Breaking and 

entering Motor vehicle theft 

number rate rate 

percent  
change in rate 
2012 to 2013 rate 

percent  
change in rate 
2012 to 2013 rate 

percent  
change in rate 
2012 to 2013 rate 

percent  
change in rate 
2012 to 2013 

St. John’s 3 1.48 49 -21 59 5 511 -25 103 -19 
Halifax 6 1.47 75 -10 61 -24 323 -14 122 -10 
Moncton 0 0.00 56 -18 51 42 370 -29 160 -3 
Saint John 2 1.37 59 17 28 -4 314 -24 96 -13 
Saguenay5 0 0.00 40 -45 17 -22 466 -22 147 -10 
Québec 3 0.38 55 12 24 -39 358 -18 103 -24 
Sherbrooke 0 0.00 63 -5 29 -17 463 5 93 -24 
Trois-Rivières 1 0.65 65 40 32 -11 448 -24 131 -25 
Montréal 43 1.08 43 -1 102 -15 474 -16 270 -14 
Gatineau6 5 1.55 37 -33 33 -13 431 -24 93 -21 
Ottawa7 9 0.92 50 24 68 -16 234 -20 105 -21 
Kingston 1 0.61 90 -6 12 -47 329 -12 66 -17 
Peterborough 0 0.00 87 29 53 -3 374 -23 85 -14 
Toronto 79 1.34 45 -5 96 -19 227 -13 112 -15 
Hamilton 15 2.04 57 0 61 -17 386 -3 255 -22 
St. Catharines–

Niagara 6 1.35 53 -18 43 -17 462 -15 169 -9 
Kitchener–

Cambridge–
Waterloo 8 1.50 55 -5 49 -21 373 0 101 -10 

Brantford 1 0.70 88 22 63 30 609 -18 418 -1 
Guelph 0 0.00 65 -18 29 -30 277 -17 61 -25 
London 9 1.80 60 9 40 -37 468 -21 202 -6 
Windsor 2 0.61 49 -17 73 2 422 -17 141 -24 
Barrie 3 1.44 61 -1 24 3 227 -24 78 -1 
Greater Sudbury 1 0.61 82 11 57 -12 557 -6 119 -28 
Thunder Bay 3 2.46 81 7 115 15 509 -7 134 9 
Winnipeg 26 3.24 88 -6 178 -28 560 -15 306 0 
Regina 9 3.84 62 1 101 -19 639 -6 378 -21 
Saskatoon 5 1.67 79 -1 138 -15 589 -10 379 4 
Calgary 24 1.75 51 -1 69 -3 420 -3 364 12 
Edmonton 27 2.09 76 -9 89 -8 448 -3 378 18 
Kelowna 3 1.62 49 -18 51 -39 635 -12 267 -38 
Abbotsford–Mission 3 1.69 38 19 62 -30 549 -4 309 14 
Vancouver 42 1.72 46 7 108 -20 689 -3 270 -10 
Victoria 1 0.28 49 30 50 -29 331 -25 85 -28 
Canada 505 1.44 61 -4 66 -17 445 -12 207 -8 
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must 
have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent 
municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. 
A CMA typically comprises more than one police service. 
2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries. 
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table due to the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA 
boundaries. 
4. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes in the rates of homicide are not calculated. 
5. With the release of 2013 data, revised population estimates at the respondent level were applied back to and including 2011. This resulted in 
boundary changes for the CMA of Saguenay. Crime data for these years for this respondent have therefore been revised. 
6. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
7. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA. 
Note: Counts are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime 
by census metropolitan areas are available beginning in 1991. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage change based 
on unrounded rates. Populations based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 8a 
Youth accused of police-reported crime, Canada, 2003 to 2013 
 

Year 

Total crime  
(youth crime rate) Violent crime Property crime 

Other Criminal Code 
offences 

number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year number rate 

percent 
change in 
rate from 
previous 

year 
2003 186,041 7,280 5 50,106 1,961 3 105,625 4,133 7 30,310 1,186 1 
2004 179,670 6,959 -4 49,695 1,925 -2 99,601 3,858 -7 30,374 1,176 -1 
2005 172,024 6,596 -5 49,430 1,895 -2 92,631 3,552 -8 29,963 1,149 -2 
2006 178,839 6,809 3 51,452 1,959 3 94,835 3,610 2 32,552 1,239 8 
2007 177,400 6,770 -1 51,144 1,952 0 93,701 3,576 -1 32,555 1,242 0 
2008 169,747 6,537 -3 49,130 1,892 -3 88,878 3,423 -4 31,739 1,222 -2 
2009 167,103 6,515 0 48,030 1,873 -1 88,309 3,443 1 30,764 1,199 -2 
2010 153,728 6,078 -7 46,056 1,821 -3 78,772 3,115 -10 28,900 1,143 -5 
2011 136,494 5,482 -10 43,004 1,727 -5 67,230 2,700 -13 26,260 1,055 -8 
2012r  126,061 5,154 -6 39,560 1,618 -6 61,371 2,509 -7 25,130 1,028 -3 
2013 103,927 4,346 -16 33,608 1,405 -13 48,886 2,044 -19 21,433 896 -13 
Percent 

change 
2003 to 
2013 ... -40 ... ... -28 ... ... -51 ... ... -24 ... 

... not applicable 
r revised 
Note: Crime rates are based on Criminal Code violations, excluding traffic offences. See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the categories of 
total violent crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. Refers to the number of youth aged 12 to 17 years who were either charged 
(or recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the formal criminal justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to 
community programs, etc. Counts are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. While the 
definition of youth and the legislation governing youth justice have changed over the years, data for police-reported rates of youth accused of total, 
violent, property and other crime categories are available from 1977. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 youth population. Percent 
changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division.  
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
 
Table 8b 
Police-reported youth Crime Severity Indexes, Canada, 2003 to 2013 
 

Year 

Youth Crime  
Severity Index 

Youth violent Crime  
Severity Index 

Youth non-violent Crime 
Severity Index 

index 
percent change from 

previous year index 
percent change from 

previous year index 
percent change from 

previous year 
2003 106.0 5 92.6 6 116.2 4 
2004 100.8 -5 87.8 -5 110.7 -5 
2005 97.3 -4 94.1 7 99.8 -10 
2006 100.0 3 100.0 6 100.0 0 
2007 101.5 1 102.1 2 101.0 1 
2008 95.7 -6 95.7 -6 95.6 -5 
2009 95.6 0 96.7 1 94.7 -1 
2010 90.0 -6 93.2 -4 87.6 -8 
2011 81.7 -9 87.4 -6 77.2 -12 
2012r 77.3 -5 82.2 -6 73.4 -5 
2013 65.0 -16 70.0 -15 61.2 -17 
Percent change 

2003 to 2013 -39 ... -24 ... -47 ... 
... not applicable 
r revised 
Note: Refers to the number of youth aged 12 to 17 who were either charged (or recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the formal 
criminal justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to community programs, etc. Data on the youth Crime Severity Indexes are 
available beginning in 1998. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 9 
Police-reported youth Crime Severity Indexes, by province and territory, 2013 
 

Province  
and territory 

Youth Crime  
Severity Index 

Youth violent Crime 
Severity Index 

Youth non-violent Crime 
Severity Index 

index 
percent change  

2012 to 2013 index 
percent change  

2012 to 2013 index 
percent change  

2012 to 2013 
Newfoundland and Labrador 61.8 -6 47.0 -5 72.0 -6 
Prince Edward Island 59.0 -16 34.6 -42 76.0 -2 
Nova Scotia 85.8 -23 81.1 -19 88.7 -25 
New Brunswick 66.2 -17 54.7 -11 74.0 -20 
Quebec 55.5 -15 65.1 -15 48.5 -14 
Ontario 53.6 -20 65.0 -20 45.2 -21 
Manitoba 136.1 -5 163.6 -1 116.0 -9 
Saskatchewan 169.9 -18 117.9 -27 205.9 -13 
Alberta 69.0 -14 65.5 -8 71.3 -17 
British Columbia 50.3 -12 54.1 -1 47.4 -19 
Yukon 181.4 4 82.1 -42 250.9 27 
Northwest Territories 344.4 -11 297.5 21 376.1 -22 
Nunavut 323.5 -5 176.7 -30 426.0 6 
Canada 65.0 -16 70.0 -15 61.2 -17 
Note: Refers to youth aged 12 to 17 years who were either charged (or recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the formal criminal 
justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to community programs, etc. Data on the provincial and territorial youth Crime 
Severity Indexes are available beginning in 1998. The base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 10 
Youth accused of police-reported crime, by selected offences, by province and territory, 2013 
 

Province  
and territory 

Homicide1 Robbery 
Major assault 

(levels 2 and 3)2 Total violent crime3 

number rate rate 

percent change 
in rate 2012  

to 20134 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2012  

to 2013 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2012  

to 2013 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 0 0.00 33 25 239 -11 1,799 -11 
Prince Edward Island 0 0.00 10 ... 156 12 1,273 -27 
Nova Scotia 0 0.00 105 -35 222 -23 2,008 -27 
New Brunswick 0 0.00 47 58 182 -26 1,653 -18 
Quebec 3 0.59 78 -39 187 -10 1,475 -6 
Ontario 10 1.04 140 -23 132 -14 1,176 -15 
Manitoba 13 13.09 203 -29 465 -21 2,688 -12 
Saskatchewan 1 1.21 151 -27 486 -17 2,588 -18 
Alberta 7 2.49 80 -19 212 -8 1,407 -12 
British Columbia 5 1.65 95 -18 132 -20 952 -14 
Yukon 0 0.00 80 ... 439 -52 3,032 -25 
Northwest Territories 1 29.33 29 ... 1,261 47 6,101 -20 
Nunavut 0 0.00 26 ... 869 52 5,475 -8 
Canada 40 1.67 112 -26 187 -14 1,405 -13 

Province  
and territory 

Breaking and entering Motor vehicle theft Total property crime3 
Total crime (youth 

crime rate)3 

rate 

percent change 
in rate 2012  

to 2013 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2012  

to 2013 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2012  

to 2013 rate 

percent change 
in rate 2012  

to 2013 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 479 3 97 -32 2,484 -13 5,307 -8 
Prince Edward Island 583 57 117 -30 2,625 -19 4,326 -23 
Nova Scotia 411 -32 122 -30 3,037 -29 6,476 -26 
New Brunswick 355 -24 139 -15 2,271 -26 4,862 -21 
Quebec 254 -16 82 -22 1,446 -19 3,287 -12 
Ontario 172 -24 49 -28 1,608 -20 3,366 -18 
Manitoba 640 -9 206 -11 3,233 -12 8,091 -10 
Saskatchewan 1,168 -10 493 -5 6,060 -19 12,830 -16 
Alberta 244 -30 169 -7 2,713 -16 5,353 -15 
British Columbia 165 -24 49 -11 1,665 -21 3,472 -18 
Yukon 558 -33 1,396 488 10,052 47 20,303 15 
Northwest Territories 2,493 -38 411 -49 14,491 -20 27,339 -20 
Nunavut 4,185 11 921 -25 13,109 0 24,243 -4 
Canada 276 -19 100 -16 2,044 -19 4,346 -16 
... not applicable 
1. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes in the rates of youth accused of homicide are not calculated. 
2. Excludes assaults against peace officers. 
3. Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 5 for a list of offences included in the total violent 
crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. 
4. Due to the variability in small numbers, percent changes have not been calculated when the number of offences is below 5 in any given year.  
Note: Refers to the number of youth aged 12 to 17 years who were either charged (or recommended for charging) by police or diverted from the 
formal criminal justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to community programs, etc. Counts are based upon the most serious 
violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. While the definition of youth and the legislation governing youth justice have 
changed over the years, data for police-reported rates of youth accused of total, violent, property and other crime categories are available from 1977. 
Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 youth population. Percent changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on July 1st 
estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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