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Police-reported crime in Canada’s Provincial North and Territories, 2013: highlights: 
highlights 

 In 2013, police-reported crime in the Provincial North and Territories was notably higher than in the South. The police-
reported crime rate was twice as high in the Provincial North, and seven times higher in the Territories than in the South.  

 Crime varied substantially across the northern regions of the provinces and territories. Northern Saskatchewan had the 
highest police-reported crime rate and Crime Severity Index (CSI) in the North. Nunavut, northern Manitoba and the 
Northwest Territories also had notably high levels of police-reported crime, followed by Yukon and northern 
Newfoundland and Labrador. Crime rates and CSIs in northern Ontario and Quebec were closer to the Canada average. 

 Mischief and disturbing the peace were the most frequent offences in the Provincial North and Territories. They 
accounted for over one-third of all police-reported crime in the Provincial North and 60% of crime in the Territories.  

 High rates of mischief and disturbing the peace in the Provincial North and Territories explain much of the difference in 
overall crime between north and south. 

 Rates of almost all types of police-reported violent crime were notably higher in the Provincial North and the Territories 
relative to the South, with the exception of robbery and extortion.  

 The most frequent violent offence reported by police in the Provincial North and the Territories was common assault 
(Assault level 1), representing 53% of all violent crime in the Territories and 47% in the Provincial North in 2013 
(compared to 40% of violent incidents in the South). 

 With 65 homicides in the Provincial North and six in the Territories in 2013, homicide rates in the Provincial North and 
Territories were particularly high compared to the South. Homicides in the Provincial North and Territories were more 
likely to be the result of an argument or quarrel, or to involve alcohol and/or drugs than in the South.  

 Both victims and those accused of police-reported violent crimes in the Provincial North and Territories tended to be 
older and were more likely to be female than in the South. 
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Police-reported crime in Canada’s Provincial North and Territories, 2013 
 
by Mary Allen and Samuel Perreault 

Police-reported crime statistics and self-reported victimization studies show that levels of crime in the Territories tend to be 
higher than in the rest of Canada. In 2013, police-reported crime was substantially higher in Yukon, the Northwest Territories 
and Nunavut than in any of the provinces, with a Crime Severity Index (CSI) for the Territories three times higher than the 
national average (Boyce et al. 2014, Charron et al. 2010, Perreault and Hotton Mahoney 2012). 

While levels of police-reported crime are high in the Territories, they are not the only Canadian northern regions where crime 
is an issue. The conditions and challenges faced in the north are not confined within territorial borders. Communities in the 
northern regions of the western provinces, northern Ontario, northern Quebec and northern Newfoundland and Labrador 
share many similarities with their northern neighbours as well as a common concern over high crime rates.  

Recent research and policy discussions related to common northern issues have expanded the scope of “the North” to 
include the northern parts of some provinces, referred to in this report as the “Provincial North” (Coates and Poelzer 2014, 
Conference Board of Canada 2014, McNiven 1999, Wilson and Poelzer 2005).  

This extension of the north to include the northern regions of the provinces with the territories is also relevant to policing and 
the justice system. A 2012 Symposium on Policing in Northern and Remote Canada, for example, included the northern and 
remote regions of the provinces in its discussions of a wide variety of challenges for policing in the north. However, data to 
inform such discussions for the expanded “North” are limited. While police-reported crime statistics are regularly published for 
the Territories, in contrast, there has been little information available on crime in the Provincial North.1 

In both the Territories and Provincial North, crime is a serious concern in communities already faced with a variety of social 
and economic problems. Many northerners live in small, isolated communities or remote areas and face the challenges of low 
education levels, high unemployment, and low income (Statistics Canada 2013c). These conditions are often accompanied 
by high levels of substance abuse, particularly alcohol (Ajunnginq Centre 2007, Collins 2006, Nunavut Tunngavik 2014, NWT 
Health and Social Services 2010).  

According to the 2009 General Social Survey on Victimization which collected self-reported information on certain types of 
crime, one-third of residents in the three territories reported that they were victims of at least one criminal incident in the 12 
months preceding the survey. 2 The survey found that victimization rates were higher among individuals with low income. In 
addition, about three-quarters of self-reported violent incidents in the Territories were said to be related to alcohol or drug use 
by the perpetrator (Perreault and Hotton Mahoney 2012). 

Currently, there is particular concern about high rates of victimization among the Aboriginal populations who comprise a large 
proportion of the population in the North. In the Territories, victimization rates among Aboriginal populations in 2009 were 
notably higher than for non-Aboriginal populations (Perreault and Hotton Mahony 2012). Regardless of region, high rates of 
victimization among Aboriginal populations, specifically among Aboriginal women, are a special concern for multiple levels of 
government (Brennan 2011, Perreault 2011, Royal Canadian Mounted Police 2014). 

Social and economic conditions vary considerably across the Provincial North and Territories, and crime in these regions is 
not necessarily driven by poverty. Northern development, often based on resource exploration and extraction, can result in 
high levels of employment and income. The “boomtown” conditions arising from rapid development have also been shown to 
be related to higher rates of crime (Ruddell and Ortiz 2014). 

While there have been some studies focusing on specific northern regions or communities, there has been no 
comprehensive analysis of crime in the Provincial North and Territories as a whole. In the context of the diversity of the 
Provincial North and the Territories, this Juristat uses data from the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) survey to examine the 
nature and extent of police-reported crime in these northern regions, as compared to police-reported crime in the South. The 
analysis will focus on types of crime and characteristics of the perpetrators and victims in these different regions. 

  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X  

 

  5 

Juristat Article— Police-reported crime in Canada’s Provincial North and Territories, 2013 

Definition of the North  

For this report, Canada’s “North” includes the three territories and the “Provincial North” which encompasses the northern 
regions of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and Newfoundland and Labrador. While 
there is no standard definition or delineation of this provincial northern region, the definition agreed upon by the Northern 
Development Ministers Forum (NDMF) and used by the Conference Board of Canada’s Centre for the North provides a 
generally accepted definition which is consistent with the sources of data used in this analysis (Conference Board of Canada 
2014, Northern Development Ministers Forum n.d.).3 It is this methodology that is used for the purpose of this Juristat. Figure 
1 below shows the line which, based on this methodology, delineates the North from the South within the provinces. The 
“South”, according to this methodology, refers to the provincial regions below the line as well as Prince Edward Island, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick. 

For the most part, these northern boundaries reflect provincial administrative regions. For example, the boundary in northern 
Saskatchewan approximates the Saskatchewan Northern Administration District. By this definition, northern Saskatchewan 
shows the greatest similarity in demographic and socio-economic conditions to the Territories. It is a region of relatively 
remote, smaller communities with little economic development compared to the northern-defined regions in other provinces 
such as Ontario, Quebec, or Alberta, which are demographically more varied, and include larger population centres.  

The size and distribution of the population in the North varies considerably by province (Text Table 1). Northern Ontario, for 
example, has a population around 800,000 and includes the Census Metropolitan Areas of Sudbury and Thunder Bay and 
Quebec’s North includes Saguenay. Northern Saskatchewan, in contrast, has a very small population (under 40,000) and no 
communities with a population over 3,000 (Statistics Canada 2013a).  

The nature of economic development and socio-economic conditions in northern regions also varies considerably between 
provinces. As is the case in the South, the provincial northern regions are diverse with different populations and economic 
and social characteristics. Some of these differences are presented in the next section and should be considered when 
making provincial comparisons. 

See the “Survey Description” section for a brief description of the northern delineation by province. 

  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 6 

Juristat Article— Police-reported crime in Canada’s Provincial North and Territories, 2013 

Figure 1: Delineating northern and southern Canada 

 

Text Table 1 
Distribution of population by north-south region, by province and territory, 2013 
 

Province and territory 
Population South North Total 

number percent 
Total provinces 35,042,476 94 6 100 
Newfoundland and Labrador 526,702 95 5 100 
Prince Edward Island 145,237 100 0 100 
Nova Scotia 940,789 100 0 100 
New Brunswick 756,050 100 0 100 
Quebec 8,155,334 95 5 100 
Ontario 13,537,994 94 6 100 
Manitoba 1,265,015 92 8 100 
Saskatchewan 1,108,303 96 4 100 
Alberta 4,025,074 90 10 100 
British Columbia 4,581,978 93 7 100 
Total territories 115,828 0 100 100 
Yukon 36,700 0 100 100 
Northwest Territories 43,537 0 100 100 
Nunavut 35,591 0 100 100 
Canada 35,158,304 94 6 100 
Note: North encompasses the Territories as well as the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. South refers to the southern regions of these provinces and includes Prince Edward Island, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Estimates of Total Population, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 2013.  
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Characteristics of the Provincial North and the Territories 

The boundary defining Canada’s Provincial North in this analysis is based on the northern definition of the Northern 
Development Ministers Forum (NDMF), and reflects provincial administrative regions. The resulting northern regions in each 
province are not necessarily comparable in terms of their demographic and socio-economic conditions. Some northern 
regions include large metropolitan areas or regions of economic development while others are more remote. Similarly, social 
and economic conditions in the three territories also vary considerably. 

These different conditions can have an impact on the nature of crime in the North. It is therefore important to consider the 
demographic and socio-economic context in each of the provincial and territorial northern jurisdictions when making 
comparisons. This section lays out a variety of demographic and socio-economic measures primarily based on the 2011 
Census and 2011 National Household Survey (NHS) (Table 1). 

One of the most obvious differences between provincial and territorial northern regions is demographic. There were large 
differences in the size of the populations served by police in the northern regions in 2013, from under 50,000 in northern 
Saskatchewan, northern Newfoundland and Labrador and the three territories to over 800,000 in northern Ontario (Text table 
1).4 These differences reflect the presence of large population centres in Ontario and Quebec, as well as in Alberta and 
British Columbia. The percentage of the northern population living in rural areas (outside Census Metropolitan Areas or 
Census Agglomerations) ranges from less than 40% in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia to 100% in northern 
Newfoundland and Labrador and northern Saskatchewan.5 

In addition, the proportion of the population in the North with Aboriginal identity also varies by province and territory. While 
over two-thirds of the Aboriginal population in Canada resides in the South, the Aboriginal population makes up a large 
portion of the population in some regions of the Provincial North and the Territories.6 According to the 2011 NHS, Aboriginal 
people accounted for the majority of the population in northern Saskatchewan (87%), Nunavut (86%), northern Manitoba 
(69%) and the Northwest Territories (52%). In Yukon (23%), northern British Columbia (19%), northern Alberta (17%), 
northern Ontario and northern Quebec (both 13%), Aboriginal people made up less than 25% of the total population. In 
northern Newfoundland and Labrador, the proportion was 44%.  

In general, populations in the Provincial North and the Territories tend to be slightly younger than in the South. In 2011, the 
proportion of the population less than 18 years old was 23% in the Provincial North and 28% in the Territories compared to 
20% in the South. However, the age profile of the northern regions varies by province and territory. In northern 
Saskatchewan, northern Manitoba and Nunavut, children and youth made up over 35% of the population. In contrast, they 
comprised 20% of the population in the northern parts of Quebec and Ontario. These differences in the overall age 
distribution of the northern regions are primarily explained by the high proportion of children and youth among the Aboriginal 
populations. Over one-third of the Aboriginal population in the Provincial North (36%) and Territories (38%) was under age 
18.7 

The younger populations in some regions may also be reflected in family size. The northern parts of Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, as well as Nunavut, had the highest percentage of families with five or more members in 2011. These were also 
the regions where families were more likely to be lone parent families. 

Generally, individuals in the Provincial North and the Territories are less likely to complete high school than their southern 
counterparts, but this varied by region. The proportion of adults without high school or any completed postsecondary 
education in 2011 was particularly high in northern Manitoba, northern Saskatchewan and Nunavut.8 

Unemployment is high in many parts of the Provincial North and Territories.9 In 2011, individuals in most northern regions of 
the provinces were more likely to be looking for work than in the South (with the exception of Newfoundland and Labrador, 
where unemployment was high in both north and south, and Alberta where unemployment was low in both north and south).  

Many individuals in the Provincial North and the Territories did not participate in the labour force in 2011. They were not 
employed and they were not looking for work.10 In northern Saskatchewan, in particular, the NHS found that over half of 
individuals age 15 and over (53%) were not in the labour force during the week of Sunday, May 1 to Saturday, May 7, 2011. 
Combined with an unemployment rate of 18%, this means that just 38% of working age individuals in northern Saskatchewan 
were employed (compared to 66% in southern Saskatchewan, and 58% in the Provincial North overall).  

Income includes earnings as well as other income such as government support payments. While the northern regions of 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba in 2011 had particularly high proportions of the population in the bottom income quintile, other 
jurisdictions did not show the same large north/south difference in levels of low income.11 
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Police-reported crime in the Provincial North and the Territories is notably high compared to the 
rest of Canada  

Police-reported crime in the Provincial North and the Territories is notably high compared to the rest of Canada. Among the 
50 police services that reported the highest Crime Severity Indexes (CSIs) in 2013, 32 were located in the Provincial North, 8 
in the Territories and 10 in the South, even though the vast majority of the population and police services were located in 
southern Canada.12 

About 6% of the Canadian population lives in the Provincial North and 0.3% in the Territories. However, these regions 
accounted for 12% and 2% of police-reported criminal incidents in 2013, respectively. There were about 221,000 criminal 
incidents reported in the Provincial North in 2013 and about 40,000 in the Territories, compared to over 1.5 million in the 
South. Once the size of the population is factored in, however, both areas have substantially high crime rates compared to 
the South.  

In 2013, the police-reported crime rate was 10,425 criminal incidents per 100,000 population in the Provincial North and 
34,594 per 100,000 population in the Territories. These rates were two and seven times higher respectively than the rate of 
4,749 per 100,000 population in the South (Table 2, Chart 1). 

 

While rates of both violent and non-violent crime are higher in the Provincial North and Territories, much of the difference in 
overall crime rates is attributable to non-violent offences, particularly mischief and disturbing the peace. 

In addition to a higher volume of police-reported crime in the Provincial North and Territories, the Crime Severity Index (CSI), 
which takes into account both the volume and seriousness of police-reported crime, was also notably higher in the Provincial 
North (113.7) and the Territories (257.3) than in the southern part of the provinces (65.1) (Table 2 and Table 3). 
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Police-reported crime in the North varies substantially across provinces and territories  

In all provinces with northern regions, the police-reported crime rate and the CSI in 2013 were higher in the northern part 
than in the southern part. There were, however, substantial differences across the provincial and territorial North whereas 
levels of crime in the South did not range as widely by province (Figure 2 and 3, Table 2). 

Figure 2: Police-reported crime rate by north-south region 

 

Northern Saskatchewan had the highest police-reported crime rate and CSI in the North. The Northwest Territories, Nunavut, 
and northern Manitoba also had notably high levels of crime, followed by Yukon and northern Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Some northern regions had relatively low levels of police-reported crime. Among the northern regions examined in this report, 
the lowest crime rates and CSI were noted in northern Quebec, where the crime rate was lower than the rate for Canada 
overall. Northern Ontario also reported relatively low crime rates and CSI. In fact, both northern Ontario and northern Quebec 
reported crime rates and CSIs at levels similar to or lower than those reported in the southern parts of the western provinces. 
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Figure 3: Police-reported Crime Severity Index (CSI) by North-South region 

 

The two northern regions of Ontario and Quebec stand out as having larger population centres, including Thunder Bay, 
Sudbury and Saguenay, which may make them more similar to southern regions. However, the presence of these cities does 
not explain their lower levels of police-reported crime. Crime rates and CSIs reported by police services in both the larger 
population centres and the rural areas in northern Quebec and Ontario were relatively low (Table 4 and Table 5).  

Violent crime rates notably higher in the Provincial North and Territories than in the South 

Almost all types of police-reported violent crime were notably higher in the Provincial North and Territories relative to the 
South (Chart 2). In the Provincial North, the violent crime rate in 2013 was over twice as high as in the South. In the 
Territories, the violent crime rate was almost seven times the rate in the South (Table 2).  
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In terms of the severity of violent crime, the north-south differences were less pronounced since higher rates of police-
reported violent crime in the Provincial North and Territories were mostly driven by high rates of common assault, which is 
one of the less serious violent crimes (Table 3 and Table 6). 

Again, violent crime in the North varied considerably by province and territory (Chart 3). In 2013, northern Saskatchewan had 
the highest police-reported violent crime rate and violent CSI in Canada. The next highest violent crime rates and violent 
CSIs were in northern Manitoba, Nunavut, and the Northwest Territories. Northern Quebec and northern Ontario had the 
lowest violent crime rates and violent CSIs among northern regions, although still higher than total Canada levels.  
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Almost all violent offences were more frequent in the Provincial North and Territories than in the 
South 

The most frequent violent offence reported by police in the Provincial North and the Territories was common assault (Assault 
level 1) (Table 6), representing 53% of all violent crime in the Territories and 47% in the Provincial North in 2013 (compared 
to 40% of violent incidents in the South). While common assault was also the most frequent violent offence in the South, 
rates in the Provincial North and Territories were respectively three and nine times higher. 

The rates of more serious levels of assault reported by police (assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm and aggravated 
assault) were also higher in the Provincial North and Territories relative to the South. Again, rates of assault in the North 
varied substantially by province and territory reflecting the overall provincial variation in northern crime (Table 7). 

Rates of most other violent offences reported by police were also higher in the Territories and Provincial North. In addition to 
assault, northern regions had notably higher rates of sexual assault and sexual violations against children, as well as high 
rates of criminal harassment, uttering threats and threatening or harassing phone calls. 

The only violent offences which were generally more prevalent in southern Canada in 2013 were robbery and extortion. Only 
in Saskatchewan were rates of robbery higher in the North than in the South.13 
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Individuals accused of violent crime in the Provincial North and the Territories tended to be older 
than accused in the South  

The rate of individuals accused of police-reported violent crime was higher in the North than in the South.14 In all regions, 
both north and south, young adults aged 18 to 24 were those most likely to be accused of violent crime. The highest rate of 
accused in violent crimes was among 18 to 24 year olds in the Territories for whom there were 12,513 accused per 100,000 
population (Table 8). 

However, accused rates were notably high among all adult age groups in the North, particularly in the Territories. Compared 
to the South, for all adult age groups up to age 54, the rate of adults accused of violent crimes per 100,000 population was 
about 9 times higher in the Territories and about 3 times higher in the Provincial North (Chart 4).  

 

Youth in the Provincial North and Territories (aged 12 to 17) also had higher rates of accused than in the South, but the 
magnitude of the difference between the North and the South was not as great as it was for older age groups. Rates of youth 
accused of violent crime were four times higher in the Territories and two times higher in the Provincial North. 

Females in the Provincial North and Territories more likely to be accused than in the South 

As was the case in the South, the majority of accused persons identified by police in violent crimes were males. However, 
while the rate of accused for males was almost three times higher in the Provincial North and eight times higher in the 
Territories than in the South, the difference for females was even greater (four times higher in the Provincial North and 13 
times higher in the Territories) (Table 8, Chart 5). 
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Older populations much more likely to be victimized in the Provincial North and the Territories than 
in the South 

The rate of victims of police-reported violent crime was over twice as high in the Provincial North, and almost 7 times higher 
in the Territories than in the South. As was the pattern among accused, victimization rates for police-reported violent 
incidents were notably higher among older populations in the Provincial North and the Territories than in the South (Table 9). 

Young adults (18 to 24) were the age group most at risk of victimization in both the north and south, but older individuals in 
the Provincial North and particularly in the Territories had much higher victimization rates for police-reported violent crime 
than in the South. In fact, for older populations in the North, the risk of being victimized was similar to or higher than for youth 
and young adults in the South. This was most noticeable in the Territories where victimization rates for adults aged 45 to 54 
were over three times higher than for young adults in the South (Chart 6). 
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Females made up a much greater proportion of victims in the Provincial North and Territories than 
in the South 

Females were at greater risk of victimization in police-reported violent crime in the North than in the South, particularly in the 
Territories (Chart 7).15 Rates of female victims were 8 times higher in the Territories and nearly 3 times higher in the 
Provincial North than in the South. As a result, females made up a much greater proportion of victims in the North. In the 
South, just over half (51%) of all victims in 2013 were female. The proportion was 55% in the Provincial North and 59% in the 
Territories.  
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Victims of police-reported violent crime in the Provincial North and Territories more likely to know 
their attacker  

Overall, most victims of police-reported violent crime in Canada knew the accused. Violent crimes committed by strangers 
were less common in the Provincial North and Territories than in the South. While 28% of victims in the South in 2013 
identified the accused as a stranger, this was the case for 15% of victims in the Provincial North and 9% of victims in the 
Territories (Chart 8). This difference may reflect the smaller populations of northern communities where individuals are less 
likely to be a stranger. 



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X  

 

  17 

Juristat Article— Police-reported crime in Canada’s Provincial North and Territories, 2013 

 

Furthermore, police-reported violent crimes in the North in 2013 were more likely than crimes committed in the South to take 
place in a private dwelling. Specifically, nearly two-thirds (66%) of police-reported violent crimes in the Provincial North in 
2013 were committed in private dwellings, compared with 56% in the South. The proportion was even higher in the Territories 
(73%). 

The homicide rate in the Provincial North in 2013 was lower than in the Territories, but more than 
double the rate in southern Canada 

In 2013, police services reported 65 homicides in the Provincial North, a rate of 3.1 homicides per 100,000 population, more 
than double the rate (1.3) in southern Canada. In the Territories, there was a total of six homicides in 2013, a rate of 5.2 per 
100,000 population. Rates of attempted murder were also higher in the Provincial North and the Territories (Table 6). 

Northern Manitoba had the highest homicide rate amongst all northern and southern regions. In 2013, 14 homicides were 
committed there, a rate of 14.6 per 100,000 population. Next highest were Nunavut (4 homicides or 11.2 per 100,000 
population) and northern Saskatchewan (4 homicides or 10.3 per 100,000 population). In contrast, no homicides were 
reported in Yukon in 2013 (Table 7). 

According to the 2013 Homicide Survey, there were key differences in the nature of homicides that occurred in the Provincial 
North and the Territories (combined) as compared to those that occurred in the southern regions of the provinces.16 

Homicides that occurred in the South in 2013 were more likely to be incidents of first degree murder (44%) than in the 
provincial/territorial North (24%). Murder (2nd degree) made up 70% of homicides in the provincial and territorial North. This 
may be related to the fact that homicides in the provincial/territorial North were more likely to be the result of an argument or 
quarrel (45% compared with 32% in the South). 
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Most often, homicides in the provincial/territorial North were caused by a knife or other piercing instrument (stabbings, 39%) 
or by beatings (25%). While stabbings were also the most common cause of death in the South (38%), death as a result of 
beatings was less frequent (19%). Shootings were the cause of death for a smaller proportion of homicides in the 
provincial/territorial North (21% compared to 27% in the South). 

As in the South, the majority of those accused of homicide were male (86%). However, in contrast to other violations in the 
Provincial North and Territories, those accused of homicide in the North tended to be younger than accused in the South: 
44% of individuals accused of homicide in the North were aged 18 to 24 and another 18% were aged 12 to 17. The majority 
of those accused of homicide in the South were over 25 years old. Young adults in the South (18 to 24 years) comprised 28% 
of accused and youth 12 to 17 years old, 7%.  

In spite of their younger age, those accused of homicide in the provincial/territorial North were more likely to have a previous 
criminal conviction (61%) than their counterparts in the South (53%). 

While the majority of homicides in Canada involve alcohol and/or drugs, this was even more pronounced for the North. 
Individuals accused of homicide in the Provincial North and Territories were more likely and to have been under the influence 
of alcohol and/or drugs when they committed the homicide (83% compared with 66% in the South). Victims of homicide in the 
provincial/territorial North were also more likely to be under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs at the time of the homicide 
(76% compared with 51% of homicide victims in southern Canada).  

As was the case with other police-reported crimes, most homicide victims in the North knew the accused. In most cases, the 
person accused of the homicide was a friend or acquaintance (55%); 14% were committed by a spouse or intimate partner, 
and 29% were committed by another family member. Gang-related killings made up 14% of homicides in the North compared 
to 18% in the South. 

Mischief and disturbing the peace were the most frequent police-reported crimes in the Provincial 
North and Territories 

Rates of non-violent crime were substantially higher in the Provincial North and Territories than in the South. The non-violent 
CSIs were also notably higher in the North. As with police-reported violent crime, both rates and CSIs for non-violent 
incidents varied notably by province. Northern Saskatchewan and the Northwest Territories reported the highest rates and 
CSIs for non-violent crime (Table 2 and Table 3).  

As in the South, the majority of police-reported criminal incidents in the Provincial North and Territories were non-violent. 
Overall, 76% of incidents in the Provincial North and 80% in the Territories were non-violent offences, while this was the case 
in 79% of incidents in the South.17 However, the nature of non-violent crime in the Provincial North and Territories was quite 
different from non-violent crime in the South. Theft under $5,000 was the most frequent non-violent offence reported by 
police in the South, accounting for 28% of all criminal incidents. In contrast, mischief and disturbing the peace were the most 
commonly reported offences in the Provincial North and Territories, together comprising 36% of all crime in the Provincial 
North and 60% of crime in the Territories (18% in the South) (Table 6). 

Mischief and disturbing the Peace explain much of the difference in overall police-reported crime 
rates between North and South 

While police-reported crime rates for almost all types of crimes were higher in the Provincial North and Territories than in the 
South, a large part of the overall difference in crime rates between north and south can be attributed to non-violent crime. In 
particular, high crime rates in the North are partly explained by incidents of mischief and disturbing the peace. These two 
non-violent offences comprised a much larger proportion of crime in the North than in the South. In 2013, 35% of all police-
reported crime in the Territories and 21% in the Provincial North were incidents of mischief (compared to 14% in the South). 
Disturbing the peace made up another 25% of all police-reported crime in the Territories and 14% in the Provincial North 
compared to 4% in the South. 

The rates of these two offences and their impact, however, vary notably by province and territory, with particularly high rates 
of mischief in northern Saskatchewan (20,884 per 100,000 population) and the Northwest Territories (19,751 per 100,000 
population). Rates of disturbing the peace were highest in the three territories, northern Manitoba, and northern 
Saskatchewan (Chart 9, Table 7).  
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These high rates of mischief and disturbing the peace in some northern regions partly explain the wide variation in crime 
rates in the north by province and territory. When these two offences are excluded the differences in the total crime rates 
among the provincial northern regions and the three territories decrease (Chart 10).  
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In addition, these two offences help explain the magnitude of the north-south difference in overall police-reported crime rates. 
More specifically, when mischief and disturbing the peace are not included in the calculation, the difference in the crime rates 
between the Provincial North and South is reduced by half, while the difference between the Territories and the South 
decreases by 67% (Chart 11). 
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Some of the difference in police-reported crime rates between north and south, particularly for incidents of mischief and 
disturbing the peace, may be a reflection of the police practices in different jurisdictions. In particular, policing in small 
northern remote communities differs from policing in larger population centres (Lithopoulos and Ruddell 2011, Yukon 
Department of Justice 2012). This is particularly relevant in the Territories where the average population served by a police 
service was about 1,900 compared to 9,000 in the Provincial North and over 44,000 in the South. 

Some police services may be more likely to record incidents (especially of disturbing the peace) under similar municipal by-
laws or provincial or territorial statues such as laws governing public intoxication or noise. This may also be more likely in the 
South where police services in larger centres may be able to divert calls related to disturbances to specialized by-law 
enforcement units.  

Moreover, in order for an incident to be counted as a crime, police require sufficient evidence to determine that a crime 
actually occurred (rather than a non-criminal event). This is particularly relevant in instances of minor offences such as 
mischief or disturbing the peace. In a smaller community, police officers may be more likely to have the evidence because 
they know the accused and the circumstances of the incident (McCormick et al. 2012). 

It is important to note that although clearance or solve rates were higher in the Provincial North and Territories than in the 
South, these solved incidents were much less likely to result in charges being laid. Nearly three-quarters of mischief incidents 
(74%) were cleared in the Territories, and 48% in the Provincial North (compared to 20% in the South). However, charges 
were laid in only 3% of cleared incidents in the Territories and 12% in the Provincial North (compared to 38% in the South). 
The pattern is similar for disturbing the peace where 1% of cleared incidents resulted in charges in the Territories, 4% in the 
Provincial North and 11% in the South (Table 10). A further discussion of clearance rates is provided later in this report. 
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Cannabis possession is the most common drug-related offence in the North and the South 

In 2013, just over 11,000 drug-related offences were reported by police in the Provincial North, and just over 1,000 were 
reported in the Territories. As with other offences, rates for drug-related offences were highest in northern Saskatchewan, the 
Northwest Territories, Nunavut and northern Manitoba (Table 7). 

Although the rate for almost every type of drug-related offence was higher in the Provincial North and Territories than in the 
South, the nature of drug-related offences was fairly similar. For example, most offences involved cannabis. The only notable 
difference was in the Territories where offences related to drugs other than cannabis and cocaine was lower than in the 
Provincial North. In fact, rates of possession of these other drugs were notably lower than in either the Provincial North or 
South. 

However, the rates for trafficking, production or distribution of cannabis and cocaine in the Territories were much higher than 
the rates in either the northern or southern parts of the provinces. Compared to the South, for example, the trafficking, 
production or distribution rate in the Territories was 8.5 times higher for cannabis and 6 times higher for cocaine. 

Impaired driving rates higher in the North than in the South, but varied widely by province and 
territory 

Impaired driving rates were higher in the Provincial North and Territories than in the South. There were considerable 
differences, however, across northern regions. Northern Saskatchewan had a particularly high rate of impaired driving (2,149 
per 100,000 population), followed by northern Manitoba, the Northwest Territories and Yukon, all with rates around 1,100 per 
100,000. In contrast, police services in northern Ontario reported the lowest rates in the northern regions (235 per 100,000), 
followed by northern Newfoundland and Labrador (491 per 100,000). On average, there were 201 impaired driving incidents 
per 100,000 population in the South (Table 7). 

Older adults are more likely to be accused of non-violent crimes in the North, particularly in the 
Territories  

As with violent offences, rates of older adults accused of non-violent offences were notably higher in the North than in the 
South, particularly in the Territories. Although rates are highest everywhere among young adults aged 18 to 24, they are also 
notably high among older adults in the North, particularly in the Territories. While some non-violent offences, such as 
mischief, tend to be crimes of youth in the South, this was not the case in the North. While the majority (53%) of those 
accused of mischief in the South were under age 25, the proportions were much lower in the Provincial North (39%) and 
Territories (25%) (Chart 12). 
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Crimes in the Provincial North and the Territories are more likely to be solved, but accused are less 
likely to be charged 

Most police-reported criminal incidents, both violent and non-violent, were more likely to be cleared (solved) in the Provincial 
North and Territories than in the South. Among violent crimes in 2013, 87% of incidents in the Territories and 79% in the 
Provincial North were cleared compared to 70% in the South. For most non-violent offences, the difference in clearance rates 
between north and south was even greater. For example, the clearance rate for property crime was 22% in the south, the 
clearance rates in the Provincial North (37%) and Territories (65%) were higher (Table 10).  

These differences may be a function of the smaller size of communities in the North. Previous analysis has shown that 
clearance rates decrease as community size increases (Mahony and Turner 2012). In smaller communities, for example, 
police officers may be more likely to know the individuals involved and can therefore clear, or solve the case.  

For those incidents which were cleared, those in the North were less likely to result in a charge. This was particularly notable 
for non-violent crime. Although non-violent incidents were much more likely to be cleared in the Provincial North and 
Territories than in the South, most did not result in a charge. Among property crimes in 2013, charges were laid in 29% of 
cleared incidents in the Provincial North and 8% in the Territories compared to 59% in the South. This difference was 
primarily driven by the high number of mischief incidents.  

Among violent crimes as well, the proportion of cleared incidents resulting in charges in 2013 was lower in the Provincial 
North and Territories. However, this was the case only for less serious forms of violent crime. For cleared incidents of 
common assault, for example, the proportion cleared by charge was 56% in the Provincial North and 46% in the Territories 
compared to 64% in the South. In contrast, the proportion cleared by charge did not differ substantially for the most serious 
offences such as homicide and attempted murder or aggravated assault. For sexual assault level 1 and sexual offences 
against children, in fact, the percentage of cleared incidents resulting in a charge was higher in the Provincial North and the 
Territories than in the South. 
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Clearance rates, particularly for minor offences, may be influenced by differences in police practices and local conditions 
(Mahony and Turner 2012). There may be different policies restricting which offences can be cleared by departmental 
discretion.18 Also, in the case of habitual offenders, an incident may be cleared otherwise if there are already existing charges 
against an accused related to other incidents (Hollins 2007, McCormick et al. 2012). 

Other reasons for not laying a charge may include situations where the incident is diverted to a diversionary program 
(alternative measures), other forms of departmental discretion, or where the complainant declines to pursue charges or 
withdraws a complaint.  

Many northern communities make use of restorative justice programs. Restorative justice programs divert offenders from the 
formal justice system with a focus on community healing. These programs are particularly relevant in smaller communities 
where offenders and victims (and police) often know each other and where individual crimes have an impact on the 
community overall. These programs include a variety of alternative measures such as victim offender mediation, family group 
conferencing, and sentencing circles (Department of Public Safety n.d.). For example, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
which polices much of the North, promotes Community Justice Forums which facilitate discussions between the offender and 
victim(s), encourage offenders to take responsibility for their actions and find ways for them to make restitution. Resolutions 
may include community service, counseling or addiction treatment. Offenders may be diverted to these programs without 
being charged (Royal Canadian Mounted Police n.d.).  

Youth in the North were less likely to be charged than youth in the South. Instead incidents with youth accused were more 
likely to be cleared with a warning or caution. However, referrals of youth to community programs (such as substance abuse 
programs) or other alternative measures were slightly more common in the South. 

Summary 

Previous analyses of police-reported crime statistics have consistently shown that crime is particularly high in the Territories. 
Moreover, socio-economic and demographic data indicate that the territories are very different from the provinces. The 
current analysis of police-reported crime shows that the northern regions of the provinces also have higher rates of crime 
than in the South, and some share similar socio-economic conditions with the Territories. 

Crime in the Provincial North and Territories, however, varied substantially by province and territory with the highest police-
reported crime rates in 2013 in northern Saskatchewan, northern Manitoba, the three Territories and northern Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 

Violent crime in 2013 was notably higher in the North. The most common police-reported violent offence in the Provincial 
North and the Territories was common assault, followed by uttering threats, criminal harassment and harassing phone calls. 
Rates of sexual offences and homicide were also higher in the Provincial North and Territories. 

High rates of police-reported non-violent crime in the Provincial North and the Territories in 2013 were largely attributable to 
incidents of mischief and disturbing the peace. While rates of almost all offences were higher in the North than in the South, 
mischief and disturbing the peace explained much of the variation in northern crime by province and territory as well as 
explaining a large part of the overall difference in crime rates between the north and south.  

Survey descriptions 

Uniform Crime Reporting Survey 

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey was established in 1962 with the co-operation and assistance of the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police. The scope of the survey is Criminal Code offences and other federal statutes that have been 
reported to federal, provincial, territorial or municipal police services in Canada and that have been substantiated through 
investigation by these services. 

Coverage of the UCR aggregate data reflects virtually 100% of the total caseload for all police services in Canada. One 
incident can involve multiple offences. In order to ensure comparability, counts presented in this article are based upon the 
most serious offence in the incident as determined by a standard classification rule used by all police services. Counts based 
upon all violations are available upon request. 
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Each year, the UCR database is “frozen” at the end of May for the production of crime statistics for the preceding calendar 
year. However, police services continue to send updated data to Statistics Canada after this date for incidents that occurred 
in previous years. Generally, these revisions constitute new accused records, as incidents are solved and accused persons 
are identified by police. However, some new incidents may be added and previously reported incidents may be deleted as 
new information becomes known.  

Revisions are accepted for a one-year period after the data are initially released. For example, when the 2013 crime statistics 
are released, the 2012 data are updated with any revisions that have been made between May 2013 and May 2014. The 
data are revised only once and are then permanently frozen. Over the past 10 years (2003 to 2012), data to previous years 
has been revised upward 7 times and revised downward 3 times, with an average annual revision of 0.2%. The 2013 revision 
to persons charged and youth not charged counts resulted in a +0.7% increase to 2012 counts.  

Measuring incidents of crime  

Data from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey is used to calculate both the traditional crime rate and the Crime Severity 
Index (CSI). Both the traditional crime rate and the CSI are based on the aggregate count of criminal incidents. A criminal 
incident involves one or more related offences that are committed during a single criminal event and have been reported to 
and substantiated by police. Where there are multiple victims within a single criminal event, a separate aggregate incident is 
counted for each victim. For example, a single incident involving an assault on three victims at the same time and location is 
counted in the aggregate statistics as three incidents of assault. 

Police services can report up to four violations for each incident, however, this has typically only been the practice since the 
late 1980s and not for all police services. Therefore, both the traditional crime rate and the CSI are based on the most 
serious violation in the criminal incident. By basing the measures on the most serious offence in an incident, it allows for 
historical comparisons, as well as better comparisons among police services.  

It is possible, however, that by counting only the most serious violation, some offences may be underrepresented. This has 
little or no effect on serious violent offences, such as homicide, sexual assault and aggravated assault. However, some, but 
not all, minor offences are less likely to be the most serious when occurring at the same time as other more serious 
violations. These secondary offences, therefore, are not included in the calculation of aggregate statistics, the crime rate or 
the CSI.  

For more information on counting crime in Canada, please refer to Measuring Crime in Canada: Introducing the Crime 
Severity Index and Improvements to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (Wallace et al. 2009) and The Methodology of the 
Police-Reported Crime Severity Index (Babyak et al. 2009).  

Homicide Survey 

The Homicide Survey collects police-reported data on the characteristics of all homicide incidents, victims and accused 
persons in Canada. The Homicide Survey began collecting information on all murders in 1961 and was expanded in 1974 to 
include all incidents of manslaughter and infanticide. Although details on these incidents are not available prior to 1974, 
counts are available from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey and are included in the historical aggregate totals.  

Whenever a homicide becomes known to police, the investigating police service completes the survey questionnaires, which 
are then sent to Statistics Canada. There are cases where homicides become known to police months or years after they 
occurred. These incidents are counted in the year in which they become known to police. Information on persons accused of 
homicide are only available for solved incidents (i.e. where at least one accused has been identified). Accused characteristics 
are updated as homicide cases are solved and new information is submitted to the Homicide Survey. Information collected 
through the victim and incident questionnaires are also accordingly updated as a result of a case being solved. For incidents 
involving more than one accused, only the relationship between the victim and the closest accused is recorded. 

Northern delineation by province: 

British Columbia: The North includes the regional districts Central Coast, Cariboo and Fraser-Fort George and the regions 
north of them. It includes Williams Lake and Quesnel, as well as the more northern cities of Prince George, Fort Saint John, 
Prince Rupert, Dawson Creek, and Terrace. 

Alberta: The North approximates the region overseen by the Northern Alberta Development Council, and also includes the 
counties of Barrhead, Lac Ste Anne, Westlock, Thorhild and Smoky Lake (Alberta Divisions [also Census Divisions – (CD)] 
12, 13, and 18 and further north). The largest centres in Northern Alberta are Wood Buffalo (Fort McMurray) and Grand 
Prairie. 
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Saskatchewan: Northern Saskatchewan reflects the Northern Saskatchewan Administration District. This area corresponds 
to the CD identified as Division 18. The largest community in Northern Saskatchewan is the town of La Ronge. 

Manitoba: Northern Manitoba includes CDs 19 to 23, and includes the cities of Thompson and Flin Flon.  

Ontario: Northern Ontario includes Parry Sound, Nipissing, Manitoulin and regions north and west of them. The largest 
population centres in Northern Ontario are the Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs) of Thunder Bay and Greater Sudbury. 

Quebec: Northern Quebec includes the administrative regions of Northern Quebec, Saguenay-Lac St Jean, and Cote-Nord. 
It includes the CMA of Saguenay. 

Newfoundland and Labrador: Northern Newfoundland is comprised of Labrador. The largest population centres are 
Labrador City and Happy Valley-Goose Bay.  

Classifying police services to North and South 

Some police services serve populations in both northern and southern Census Divisions (CDs) straddling the north-south 
boundary as defined by CDs. Overall, 1% of the population in the Provincial North (CDs) are served by police services 
primarily serving southern populations. This ranges from zero in Newfoundland and Labrador and Saskatchewan, and less 
than 1% in British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec to 3.0 % in Alberta and 7.6% in Manitoba.  

At the same time, 0.2% of the population served by northern police services live in southern Census Divisions. This ranges 
from zero in Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Alberta and British Columbia, to 0.4% in Ontario, 0.5% in Saskatchewan, 
and 1.2% in Manitoba.  
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Notes 

1. Statistics Canada does publish crime statistics for individual police services, but an overview of crime reported by police 
services in the Provincial North as a regional total has not previously been published. 

2. Information from the 2009 General Social Survey (GSS) differs from police-reported data as it collected information on 
criminal incidents which may or may not have come to the attention of police. In particular, the 2009 GSS collected data on 
three types of violent crimes (sexual assault, robbery and assault), four types of crimes targeting households (break and 
enter, motor vehicle theft, theft of household property and vandalism) as well as theft of personal property. 

3. While Statistics Canada carried out analysis on the concept of the Provincial North in the 1990s, there is no standard 
geographic definition of Provincial North available at Statistics Canada (McNiven and Puderer 2000).  

4. Population counts are based on the populations served by UCR respondents for 2013 and are calculated from 2013 
Population Estimates. 

5. Rural areas are those located in rural and small town areas (RSTs), including remote areas. An RST refers to the 
population living outside the commuting zone of larger population centres—specifically, outside census metropolitan areas 
(CMAs) and census agglomerations (CAs). RSTs include all municipalities with populations of 1,000 to 9,999 and rural areas, 
where less than 50% of the employed individuals commute to the core of a CMA or CA. This definition differs from “Census 
rural” which is based on population size and density. 

6. In all provinces with a north-south boundary, the majority of the Aboriginal population lives in the southern regions. 

7. In the south, 33% of the Aboriginal population was under age 18. 

8. Education information refers to adults age 25 to 64. 

9. The unemployment rate is calculated as the percentage of the labour force aged 15 years and older who are unemployed 
(e.g. temporarily laid off or looking for work). 

10. Persons not in the labour force are those aged 15 and older who, during the reference week, were unwilling or unable to 
offer or supply labour services under conditions existing in their labour markets, that is, they were neither employed nor 
unemployed. 

11. Income quintiles are the top 20% and bottom 20%, based on quintiles of adjusted after-tax family income in 2010. The 
quintiles divide the population ranked by size of adjusted after-tax family income into 5 groups of equal size. The population 
in the bottom quintile is the one who falls in the lower 20% of the adjusted after-tax family income distribution. The population 
in the top quintile is the one who falls in the highest 20% of the adjusted after-tax family income distribution. The 5 groups 
were formed with the full population in private households of Canada, whether or not they reported income. 

12. The Crime Severity Index is not available for police services or detachments with populations less than 1,000. 

13. The difference for rates of extortion was driven by Quebec which was the only province where extortion rates were higher 
in the South than in the North. 

14. An accused person is someone against whom enough information exists to lay a charge in connection with a criminal 
incident/offence. However, they may or may not be charged. 

15. Information on victims of police-reported crime is only collected for violent offences. 

16. Due to the small number of homicides in the Territories, information is combined in this report for the Provincial North and 
Territories. 
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17. Non-violent offences include all non-violent Criminal Code offences as well as Criminal Code traffic violations (e.g. 
impaired driving), drug offences and other federal statute violations not included in the crime rate. These are, however, 
included in the calculation of the Crime Severity Index. 

18. Departmental discretion refers to the clearance of incidents where the department’s administration decides not to lay a 
charge against the accused. For example, if an accused is given a warning, caution or a referral to a community-based 
program. It does not include formal diversionary programs. 
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Detailed data tables 

Table 1 
Selected characteristics of northern and southern regions, by province and territory 
 

Characteristics 

Total 
provinces 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

Prince 
Edward 

Island 
Nova 

Scotia 
New 

Brunswick Quebec Ontario Manitoba 
South North South North South South South South North South North South North 

percent 
Age  
Under 18 20 23 18 24 21 19 19 20 20 21 20 22 35 
18 to 24 9 9 8 10 9 9 8 9 9 9 9 10 11 
25 to 34 13 12 11 14 11 11 11 13 12 13 11 13 12 
35 and older 57 56 63 52 60 61 61 59 59 57 61 55 41 
Demographic 

characteristics 
 

Rural population1 15 43 55 100 37 35 31 17 25 9 34 25 86 
Aboriginal 

population2 
3 19 5 44 2 4 3 1 13 2 13 12 69 

Lone parent families 16 17 15 15 16 17 16 17 15 17 17 16 29 
Families with 5 or 

more members 
8 9 4 7 8 6 6 7 8 9 7 10 20 

Education  
No high school or 

postsecondary 
completion3 

12 19 20 22 14 15 17 15 19 11 15 15 41 

Labour Force 
Status4 

             

Employment rate 61 58 50 60 60 57 57 60 56 60 55 64 48 
Not in the labour 

force 
34 36 41 30 32 37 36 35 38 34 40 32 44 

Unemployment rate 5 6 15 14 12 10 11 7 9 8 9 6 14 
Income5  
In bottom income 

quintile 
20 21 24 15 21 24 23 22 20 18 19 22 49 

In top income 
quintile 

20 19 15 27 11 14 13 13 12 23 18 15 10 

See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 1 
Selected characteristics of northern and southern regions, by province and territory (continued) 
 

Characteristics 

Saskatchewan Alberta 
British 

Columbia 
Total 

Territories Yukon 
Northwest 
Territories Nunavut Canada 

South North South North South North North North North North South North 
percent 

Age  
Under 18 23 39 22 26 19 23 28 21 27 39 20 23 
18 to 24 10 13 10 10 9 9 11 9 11 13 9 9 
25 to 34 13 13 15 16 13 12 15 14 16 16 13 12 
35 and older 54 35 53 48 59 56 45 56 46 33 57 55 
Demographic 

characteristics 
 Rural population1 36 100 13 62 10 35 50 19 53 79 15 43 

Aboriginal 
population2 13 87 5 17 4 19 53 23 52 86 3 21 

Lone parent families 16 41 15 14 15 17 23 20 21 28 16 17 
Families with 5 or 

more members 10 22 9 12 7 9 15 7 13 26 8 9 
Education 

 No high school or 
postsecondary 
completion3 14 45 11 20 9 18 24 12 22 46 12 19 

Labour Force 
Status4 

 Employment rate 66 38 69 70 59 61 64 70 67 52 61 59 
Not in the labour 

force 30 53 27 26 36 33 27 23 25 37 34 36 
Unemployment rate 6 18 6 6 8 10 12 10 11 18 8 9 
Income5 

 In bottom income 
quintile 21 51 15 16 22 23 18 13 16 26 20 21 

In top income 
quintile 20 8 30 32 21 20 33 32 42 24 20 20 

 

1. Information on rural populations in this table is based on population information from the 2013 UCR Survey. Rural populations are those not living 
in a Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) or Census Agglomeration (CA). Boundaries for CMA and CAs have been adjusted to follow police service 
boundaries. This definition differs from “Census rural” which is based on population size and density. 
2. 'Aboriginal identity' includes persons who reported being an Aboriginal person that is First Nations (North American Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit) 
and/or those who reported Registered or Treaty Indian status that is registered under the Indian Act of Canada and/or those who reported 
membership in a First Nation or Indian band. Aboriginal peoples of Canada are defined in the Constitution Act 1982 section 35 (2) as including the 
Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada. Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by 
the incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the National Household Survey (NHS). In 2011 there were a total of 
36 Indian reserves and Indian settlements that were 'incompletely enumerated' in the NHS. For these reserves or settlements NHS enumeration 
was either not permitted or was interrupted before it could be completed or was not possible because of natural events (specifically forest fires in 
Northern Ontario). For additional information please refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide National Household Survey (NHS) 2011. 
3. Includes those with no high school diploma or equivalent nor any postsecondary certificate or degree. Information on education refers to the 
population 25 to 64 years of age. 
4. Information on labour force status refers to the population 15 years of age and over. For information on labour force status concepts see the 
National Household Survey Dictionary. The reference period for labour market activity for the NHS was the week of Sunday, May 1 to Saturday, 
May 7, 2011. Early enumeration was conducted in remote, isolated parts of the provinces and territories in February, March and April 2011. When 
enumeration has taken place before May 2011, the reference date used is the date on which the household was enumerated. 
5. Total of income from all sources, including employment income, income from government programs, pension income, investment income and any 
other money income. Top quintile and bottom quintile are based on quintiles of adjusted after-tax family income in 2010. The quintiles divide the 
population ranked by size of adjusted after-tax family income into 5 groups of equal size. The population in the bottom quintile is the one who falls in 
the lower 20% of the adjusted after-tax family income distribution. The population in the top quintile is the one who falls in the highest 20% of the 
adjusted after-tax family income distribution. The 5 groups were formed with the full population in private households of Canada, whether or not they 
reported income. 
Note: Information on age, lone parent families and family size is from the 2011 Census of Population. Information on Aboriginal identity, education, 
labour and income is based on the 2011 National Household Survey. For more information on these measures, please refer to the National 
Household Survey Dictionary. Excludes Census and NHS data for one or more incompletely enumerated Indian reserves or Indian settlements. 
North encompasses the Territories as well as the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, and British Columbia. South refers to the southern regions of these provinces and includes Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, 2011 Census of Population, 2011 National Household Survey. 
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Table 2 
Police-reported crime rate, by province and territory and by north-south region, 2013 
 

Province and 
territory 

Total crime (crime rate) Violent crime Property crime 
Other Criminal Code 

offences 
South North Total South North Total South North Total South North Total 

rate per 100,000 population 
Total provinces 4,749 10,425 5,093 981 2,511 1,073 2,984 4,948 3,103 784 2,966 916 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 5,204 19,368 5,955 1,239 4,112 1,391 3,233 9,433 3,562 732 5,823 1,001 
Prince Edward 

Island 5,854 ... 5,854 952 ... 952 4,258 ... 4,258 644 ... 644 
Nova Scotia 5,632 ... 5,632 1,231 ... 1,231 3,468 ... 3,468 933 ... 933 
New Brunswick 4,813 ... 4,813 1,232 ... 1,232 2,837 ... 2,837 744 ... 744 
Quebec 3,833 4,404 3,861 949 1,554 980 2,362 1,997 2,342 522 853 539 
Ontario 3,512 6,290 3,678 779 1,694 833 2,303 3,264 2,361 430 1,332 484 
Manitoba 6,062 31,225 7,967 1,352 7,746 1,836 3,683 11,803 4,298 1,027 11,677 1,833 
Saskatchewan 9,114 54,978 10,644 1,625 11,892 1,971 4,962 26,472 5,673 2,527 16,614 2,999 
Alberta 6,300 13,140 7,018 1,092 2,754 1,265 3,938 6,937 4,256 1,270 3,450 1,497 
British Columbia 7,050 12,711 7,454 1,155 2,651 1,262 4,504 5,399 4,568 1,392 4,660 1,625 
Total territories ... 34,594 34,594 ... 6,755 6,755 ... 16,069 16,069 ... 11,770 11,770 
Yukon ... 23,523 23,523 ... 4,112 4,112 ... 9,474 9,474 ... 9,937 9,937 
Northwest 

Territories ... 45,763 45,763 ... 7,426 7,426 ... 24,193 24,193 ... 14,144 14,144 
Nunavut ... 32,345 32,345 ... 8,659 8,659 ... 12,930 12,930 ... 10,756 10,756 
Canada 4,749 11,674 5,190 981 2,730 1,092 2,984 5,523 3,146 784 3,421 952 
... not applicable 
Note: Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 6 for a list of offences included in the total violent 
crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. Rates are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may 
involve multiple violations. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics 
Canada, Demography Division. North encompasses the Territories as well as the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. South refers to the southern regions of these provinces and includes Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 3 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes by province and territory and by north-south region, 2013 
 

Province and territory 

Total Crime Severity Index Violent Crime Severity Index 
Non-violent Crime  

Severity Index 
South North Total South North Total South North Total 

index 
Total provinces 65.1 113.7 68.1 69.0 134.4 73.0 63.6 106.0 66.2 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 62.6 171.9 68.4 58.7 191.1 65.7 63.9 164.5 69.2 
Prince Edward Island 64.5 ... 64.5 43.3 ... 43.3 72.1 ... 72.1 
Nova Scotia 69.8 ... 69.8 72.6 ... 72.6 68.6 ... 68.6 
New Brunswick 59.7 ... 59.7 58.5 ... 58.5 60.1 ... 60.1 
Quebec 61.9 70.1 62.3 66.9 84.6 67.8 59.9 64.7 60.1 
Ontario 50.7 80.8 52.5 59.5 99.9 61.9 47.4 73.6 49.0 
Manitoba 85.4 282.2 100.3 112.5 423.4 136.0 75.4 230.3 87.2 
Saskatchewan 111.7 540.0 125.7 105.5 548.8 120.2 113.7 535.6 127.5 
Alberta 77.9 132.0 83.7 76.7 138.8 83.2 78.2 129.2 83.7 
British Columbia 86.6 122.6 89.2 77.1 138.5 81.5 89.9 116.5 91.8 
Total territories ... 257.3 257.3 ... 291.4 291.4 ... 244.4 244.4 
Yukon ... 165.7 165.7 ... 149.3 149.3 ... 171.3 171.3 
Northwest Territories ... 314.4 314.4 ... 303.8 303.8 ... 317.6 317.6 
Nunavut ... 281.9 281.9 ... 422.7 422.7 ... 230.1 230.1 
Canada 65.1 121.2 68.7 69.0 142.5 73.7 63.6 113.1 66.8 
... not applicable 
Note: The base index for the Crime Severity Index is set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. North encompasses the Territories as well as the northern 
regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. South refers to the southern 
regions of these provinces and includes Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
 
  



Statistics Canada—Catalogue no. 85-002-X 

 

 34 

Juristat Article— Police-reported crime in Canada’s Provincial North and Territories, 2013 

Table 4 
Police-reported crime rates, by province and territory, north-south region, Census metropolitan area/Census 
Agglomeration (CMA/CA) and Rural police services, 2013 
 

Province and 
territory 

Total crime (crime rate) Violent crime 
South North Total South North Total 

CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural 
rate per 100,000 population 

Total provinces 4,709 4,854 7,859 13,878 4,841 6,237 943 1,165 1,652 3,669 973 1,549 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 6,582 4,092 ... 19,368 6,582 5,494 1,539 997 ... 4,112 1,539 1,283 
Prince Edward 

Island 6,962 3,919 ... ... 6,962 3,919 1,031 809 ... ... 1,031 809 
Nova Scotia 5,619 5,656 ... ... 5,619 5,656 1,141 1,397 ... ... 1,141 1,397 
New Brunswick 4,838 3,421 ... ... 4,838 3,421 1,155 1,020 ... ... 1,155 1,020 
Quebec 3,942 3,296 3,867 5,992 3,939 3,493 946 965 1,142 2,771 955 1,097 
Ontario 3,550 2,968 5,408 7,928 3,631 3,906 786 684 1,276 2,486 807 1,025 
Manitoba 5,644 7,314 41,747 29,476 6,196 12,185 1,151 1,958 5,878 8,056 1,224 3,298 
Saskatchewan 9,290 8,789 ... 54,978 9,290 13,080 1,466 1,908 ... 11,892 1,466 2,836 
Alberta 5,962 8,485 14,149 12,534 6,347 9,895 1,001 1,685 2,455 2,933 1,069 2,120 
British Columbia 7,101 6,531 13,056 12,071 7,413 7,728 1,129 1,395 2,482 2,965 1,199 1,734 
Total territories ... ... 31,878 37,285 31,878 37,285 ... ... 4,086 9,400 4,086 9,400 
Yukon ... ... 20,786 35,321 20,786 35,321 ... ... 3,041 8,725 3,041 8,725 
Northwest 

Territories ... ... 36,990 53,501 36,990 53,501 ... ... 3,426 10,954 3,426 10,954 
Nunavut ... ... 62,159 24,428 62,159 24,428 ... ... 10,056 8,289 10,056 8,289 
Canada 4,709 4,854 8,942 15,294 4,894 6,540 943 1,165 1,762 4,016 979 1,625 
 Property crime Other Criminal Code Offences 

South North Total South North Total 
CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural 

rate per 100,000 population 
Total provinces 3,013 2,762 3,971 6,258 3,053 3,298 753 927 2,235 3,951 816 1,391 
Newfoundland 

and Labrador 4,205 2,449 ... 9,433 4,205 3,090 838 646 ... 5,823 838 1,121 
Prince Edward 

Island 5,162 2,683 ... ... 5,162 2,683 769 427 ... ... 769 427 
Nova Scotia 3,566 3,286 ... ... 3,566 3,286 911 972 ... ... 911 972 
New Brunswick 2,889 1,931 ... ... 2,889 1,931 794 470 ... ... 794 470 
Quebec 2,459 1,881 1,999 1,990 2,438 1,889 537 449 726 1,231 546 506 
Ontario 2,335 1,930 3,195 3,367 2,372 2,202 429 354 938 2,075 451 679 
Manitoba 3,704 3,612 13,970 11,443 3,861 5,333 789 1,744 21,900 9,977 1,112 3,554 
Saskatchewan 5,174 4,575 ... 26,472 5,174 6,609 2,650 2,307 ... 16,614 2,650 3,636 
Alberta 3,796 4,848 7,535 6,576 3,972 5,450 1,165 1,952 4,158 3,024 1,306 2,325 
British Columbia 4,599 3,577 5,558 5,107 4,649 3,908 1,373 1,559 5,017 3,999 1,564 2,086 
Total - 

territories ... ... 14,317 17,805 14,317 17,805 ... ... 13,476 10,079 13,476 10,079 
Yukon ... ... 8,047 15,627 8,047 15,627 ... ... 9,698 10,968 9,698 10,968 
Northwest 

Territories ... ... 19,727 28,132 19,727 28,132 ... ... 13,836 14,416 13,836 14,416 
Nunavut ... ... 24,545 9,846 24,545 9,846 ... ... 27,558 6,294 27,558 6,294 
Canada 3,013 2,762 4,438 6,957 3,075 3,440 753 927 2,742 4,321 841 1,476 
... not applicable 
Note: Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. See Table 6 for a list of offences included in the total violent 
crime, total property crime and total other crime categories. Rates are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may 
involve multiple violations. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics 
Canada, Demography Division. North encompasses the Territories as well as the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. South refers to the southern regions of these provinces and includes Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. A census metropolitan area (CMA) or a census agglomeration (CA) is formed by one or more adjacent 
municipalities centred on a population centre (known as the core). A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more 
must live in the core. A CA must have a core population of at least 10,000. To be included in the CMA or CA, other adjacent municipalities must have 
a high degree of integration with the core as measured by commuting flows derived from previous census place of work data, where 50% or more of 
the population commutes into the core. Rural police services are those where the majority of the population lives outside of a CMA or CA. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 5 
Police-reported Crime Severity Indexes by province and territory and by north-south region, Census metropolitan 
area/Census Agglomeration (CMA/CA) and Rural police services, 2013 
 

Province and 
territory 

Total Crime Severity Index Violent Crime Severity Index 
South North Total South North Total 

CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural 
index 

Total 
provinces 64.8 64.0 88.6 147.4 65.8 76.8 70.9 57.1 93.6 189.4 71.9 77.3 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 79.1 49.3 ... 171.9 79.1 60.5 79.4 41.9 ... 191.1 79.4 55.6 

Prince Edward 
Island 70.8 53.2 ... ... 70.8 53.2 42.0 44.7 ... ... 42.0 44.7 

Nova Scotia 69.3 70.1 ... ... 69.3 70.1 78.1 62.6 ... ... 78.1 62.6 
New Brunswick 58.1 44.9 ... ... 58.1 44.9 57.9 43.9 ... ... 57.9 43.9 
Quebec 62.3 57.7 64.2 87.6 62.3 59.9 70.4 50.3 60.7 155.3 69.9 58.0 
Ontario 51.2 41.0 72.3 96.1 52.1 51.5 61.7 36.0 83.6 130.6 62.7 53.9 
Manitoba 84.2 87.9 253.6 287.0 86.8 131.7 118.8 93.3 247.4 452.6 120.8 172.3 
Saskatchewan 114.6 106.1 ... 540.0 114.6 146.4 113.3 91.6 ... 548.8 113.3 134.1 
Alberta 75.2 94.9 129.8 133.2 77.7 108.2 75.8 82.1 120.2 150.1 77.9 105.7 
British 

Columbia 87.2 76.2 124.4 119.2 89.1 85.5 78.1 67.8 137.6 140.2 81.2 83.4 
Total 

territories ... ... 203.3 310.9 203.3 310.9 ... ... 182.9 398.9 182.9 398.9 
Yukon ... ... 133.7 303.5 133.7 303.5 ... ... 106.3 334.4 106.3 334.4 
Northwest 

Territories ... ... 228.2 390.4 228.2 390.4 ... ... 176.2 416.4 176.2 416.4 
Nunavut ... ... 412.5 247.3 412.5 247.3 ... ... 506.8 400.3 506.8 400.3 
Canada 64.8 64.0 93.8 157.3 66.0 79.1 70.9 57.1 97.6 202.1 72.1 80.5 

 

Non-violent Crime Severity Index 
South North Total 

CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural CMA/CA Rural 
index 

Total provinces 62.4 66.4 86.6 131.9 63.4 76.5 
Newfoundland and Labrador 78.8 51.9 ... 164.5 78.8 62.2 
Prince Edward Island 81.2 56.1 ... ... 81.2 56.1 
Nova Scotia 65.9 72.7 ... ... 65.9 72.7 
New Brunswick 58.0 45.1 ... ... 58.0 45.1 
Quebec 59.2 60.3 65.3 62.8 59.5 60.5 
Ontario 47.2 42.8 68.0 83.4 48.1 50.5 
Manitoba 71.4 85.7 255.3 226.1 74.3 116.6 
Saskatchewan 114.9 111.1 ... 535.6 114.9 150.6 
Alberta 74.8 99.3 133.1 126.8 77.5 108.9 
British Columbia 90.3 79.1 119.4 111.3 91.8 86.1 
Total territories ... ... 210.3 278.2 210.3 278.2 
Yukon ... ... 143.4 291.6 143.4 291.6 
Northwest Territories ... ... 246.7 380.1 246.7 380.1 
Nunavut ... ... 377.4 191.0 377.4 191.0 
Canada 62.4 66.4 92.2 140.7 63.7 78.4 
... not applicable 
Note: The base index for the CSI is set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. North encompasses the Territories as well as the northern regions of 
Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. South refers to the southern regions of 
these provinces and includes Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. A census metropolitan area (CMA) or a census agglomeration 
(CA) is formed by one or more adjacent municipalities centred on a population centre (known as the core). A CMA must have a total population of at 
least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more must live in the core. A CA must have a core population of at least 10,000. To be included in the CMA or CA, 
other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the core as measured by commuting flows derived from previous census 
place of work data, where 50% or more of the population commutes into the core. Rural police services are those where the majority of the 
population lives outside of a CMA or CA. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 6 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by north-south region, 2013 
 

Type of offence 
South Provincial North Territories 

number rate number rate number rate 
Total Criminal Code (excluding traffic)– 

"Crime Rate" 1,563,285 4,749 221,483 10,425 40,069 34,594 
Violent crime 

 Homicide 434 1.3 65 3.1 6 5.2 
Other violations causing death1 72 0 12 1 0 0 
Attempted murder 571 1.7 65 3.1 6 5 
Sexual assault - level 3 - aggravated 117 0 17 1 3 3 
Sexual assault - level 2 - weapon or bodily 

harm 314 1 50 2 6 5 
Sexual assault - level 1 17,779 54 2,606 123 419 362 
Sexual violations against children2, 3 3,606 11 560 26 66 57 
Assault - level 3 - aggravated 2,397 7 703 33 90 78 
Assault - level 2 - weapon or bodily harm 37,819 115 6,965 328 888 767 
Assault - level 1 128,685 391 25,280 1,190 4,125 3,561 
Assault peace officer 8,072 25 1,448 68 202 174 
Other assaults 2,517 8 196 9 5 4 
Firearms - use of, discharge, pointing 1,582 5 274 13 30 26 
Robbery 22,200 67 974 46 39 34 
Forcible confinement or kidnapping 2,739 8 437 21 63 54 
Abduction 356 1 29 1 0 0 
Extortion 2,177 7 120 6 5 4 
Criminal harassment 19,035 58 2,360 111 160 138 
Uttering threats 54,547 166 8,214 387 1,209 1,044 
Threatening or harassing phone calls 14,043 43 2,103 99 464 401 
Other violent Criminal Code violations 3,714 11 867 41 38 33 
Total 322,776 981 53,345 2,511 7,824 6,755 
Property crime 

 Breaking and entering 141,510 430 13,432 632 1,415 1,222 
Possess stolen property4 15,164 46 1,508 71 125 108 
Theft of motor vehicle 66,092 201 6,221 293 491 424 
Theft over $5,000 (non-motor vehicle) 13,250 40 1,024 48 65 56 
Theft of $5,000 or under (non-motor vehicle) 440,197 1,337 29,419 1,385 2,308 1,993 
Fraud (excluding identity fraud) 74,575 227 4,913 231 277 239 
Identity fraud5 10,986 33 593 28 15 13 
Mischief6 212,903 647 46,849 2,205 13,845 11,953 
Arson 7,685 23 1,160 55 71 61 
Total 982,362 2,984 105,119 4,948 18,612 16,069 
Other Criminal Code offences 

 Counterfeiting 556 2 22 1 2 2 
Weapons violations 12,087 37 1,575 74 127 110 
Child pornography7,8 2,495 8 163 8 10 9 
Prostitution 1,974 6 88 4 4 3 
Terrorism9 67 0 5 0 0 0 
Disturbing the peace 67,749 206 31,876 1,500 10,205 8,810 
Administration of justice violations10 148,116 450 25,478 1,199 2,837 2,449 
Other violations 25,103 76 3,812 179 448 387 
Total 258,147 784 63,019 2,966 13,633 11,770 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 6 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by north-south region, 2013 (continued) 
 

Type of offence 
South Provincial North Territories 

number rate number rate number rate 
Criminal Code traffic violations 

 Impaired driving11 66,219 201 11,050 520 1,122 969 
Other Criminal Code traffic violations 52,154 158 5,520 260 293 253 
Total 118,373 360 16,570 780 1,415 1,222 
Drug offences 

 Possession - cannabis 52,636 160 5,828 274 501 433 
Possession - cocaine 6,879 21 779 37 38 33 
Possession - other drugs12 10,151 31 959 45 9 8 
Trafficking, production or distribution - 

cannabis 12,410 38 1,527 72 371 320 
Trafficking, production or distribution - 

cocaine 8,177 25 1,394 66 178 154 
Trafficking, production or distribution - other 

drugs 6,267 19 908 43 45 39 
Total 96,520 293 11,395 536 1,142 986 
Other federal statute violations 

 Youth Criminal Justice Act 7,983 24 1,318 62 117 101 
Other federal statutes 15,326 47 3,186 150 120 104 
Total 23,309 71 4,504 212 237 205 
Total - all violations 1,801,487 5,472 253,952 11,953 42,863 37,006 
 

1. Includes, for example, criminal negligence causing death. 
2. Excludes sexual assaults against children and youth, which are reported as level 1, 2 or 3 sexual assault. 
3. Includes sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, luring a child via a computer/agreement or arrangement, and (as of 
2012) making sexually explicit material available to a child for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth. 
4. Includes trafficking and the intent to traffic stolen goods. 
5. Includes identity theft. 
6. Includes altering/removing/destroying a vehicle identification number. 
7. Due to the complexity of these cyber incidents, the data likely reflect the number of active or closed investigations for the year rather than the total 
number of incidents reported to police. 
8. The offence of “Child Pornography” includes offences under section 163.1 of the Criminal Code which makes it illegal to access, possess, make, 
print, or distribute child pornography. When the actual victim is not identified, this offence is reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey with the 
most serious offence being “Child Pornography” which falls under the larger crime category of “Other Criminal Code”. In cases where an actual 
victim is identified, police will report the most serious offence as sexual assault, sexual exploitation or other sexual violations against children, which 
falls under the category of “Violent Violations”, and child pornography may be reported as a secondary violation. 
9. Includes violations related to terrorism, such as hoax terrorist activity, participating in the activity of a terrorist group, commission of offence for 
terrorist group, facilitating terrorist activity, instructing to carry out terrorist activity, providing or making available property or services for terrorist 
purposes, using or possessing property for terrorist purposes, harbouring or concealing (terrorist) and freezing of property, disclosure and audit 
(terrorism). 
10. Includes failure to comply with an order, failure to appear, breach of probation and other violations against the administration of law and justice. 
11. Includes alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle, alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle causing death or bodily harm, 
failure or refusal to comply with testing for the presence of alcohol or drugs and failure or refusal to provide a breath or blood sample. 
12. Includes heroin, methamphetamines (crystal meth), methylenedioxyamphetamine (ecstasy) and other controlled drugs and substances, as well 
as possession of precursors and equipment. 
Note: Police reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with minor offences. In some instances, police or 
municipalities might choose to deal with some minor offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. 
Rates are based on the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Rates are calculated on the basis of 
100,000 population. Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. Provincial North encompasses the 
northern regions of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and Newfoundland and Labrador. South refers to the 
southern regions of these provinces as well as Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 7 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by province and territory and by north-south region, 2013  
 

Province and 
territory 

Homicide Attempted murder 
Major assault 

(levels 2 and 3) 
Common 
assault 

Other 
assault1 

South North South North South North South North South North 
number rate number rate number rate number rate rate per 100,000 population 

Total provinces 434 1.3 65 3.1 571 1.7 65 3.1 122 361 391 1,190 32 77 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 5 1.0 2 7.2 1 0.2 0 0.0 114 448 539 2,334 29 133 
Prince Edward 
Island 1 0.7 ... ... 0 0.0 ... ... 65 ... 427 ... 12 ... 
Nova Scotia 13 1.4 ... ... 63 6.7 ... ... 124 ... 488 ... 36 ... 
New Brunswick 7 0.9 ... ... 15 2.0 ... ... 104 ... 527 ... 29 ... 
Quebec 63 0.8 5 1.2 145 1.9 18 4.3 115 197 353 642 35 69 
Ontario 150 1.2 16 2.0 189 1.5 12 1.5 89 218 309 795 29 62 
Manitoba 35 3.0 14 14.6 19 1.6 10 10.4 213 1,646 516 3,975 47 188 
Saskatchewan 26 2.5 4 10.3 26 2.5 0 0.0 266 2,419 746 6,420 44 380 
Alberta 67 1.8 15 3.6 34 0.9 14 3.4 155 341 465 1,336 32 56 
British Columbia 67 1.6 9 2.8 79 1.9 11 3.4 150 319 456 1,142 30 80 
Total territories ... ... 6 5.2 ... ... 6 5.2 ... 844 ... 3,561 ... 179 
Yukon ... ... 0 0.0 ... ... 1 2.7 ... 485 ... 2,199 ... 74 
Northwest 

Territories ... ... 2 4.6 ... ... 3 6.9 ... 843 ... 3,994 ... 161 
Nunavut ... ... 4 11.2 ... ... 2 5.6 ... 1,217 ... 4,437 ... 309 
Canada 434 1.3 71 3.2 571 1.7 71 3.2 122 386 391 1,312 32 83 

 

Firearms - use of, 
discharge, pointing 

Sexual 
assault 

Sexual violations 
against children Robbery 

Break and 
Enter 

Motor vehicle 
theft 

South North South North South North South North South North South North 
rate per 100,000 population 

Total provinces 5 13 55 126 11 26 67 46 430 632 201 293 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 
8 14 49 240 13 54 28 14 480 1,111 91 222 

Prince Edward 
Island 

2 ... 59 ... 9 ... 16 ... 445 ... 83 ... 

Nova Scotia 5 ... 69 ... 14 ... 36 ... 433 ... 114 ... 
New Brunswick 5 ... 60 ... 16 ... 23 ... 405 ... 137 ... 
Quebec 4 5 47 74 17 39 62 15 480 511 222 149 
Ontario 4 4 53 116 6 13 67 48 295 558 122 111 
Manitoba 9 51 88 369 11 47 134 89 569 1,233 279 383 
Saskatchewan 15 74 83 429 20 77 78 105 642 1,941 371 871 
Alberta 6 24 64 100 9 21 67 48 464 598 361 683 
British Columbia 4 13 50 132 13 36 80 59 620 640 246 342 
Total territories ... 26 ... 370 ... 57 ... 34 ... 1,222 ... 424 
Yukon ... 11 ... 199 ... 33 ... 22 ... 586 ... 520 
Northwest 

Territories 
... 25 ... 397 ... 34 ... 55 ... 1,378 ... 395 

Nunavut ... 42 ... 511 ... 110 ... 20 ... 1,686 ... 360 
Canada 5 14 55 138 11 28 67 45 430 663 201 300 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 7 
Police-reported crime for selected offences, by province and territory and by north-south region, 2013 (continued) 
 

Province and 
territory 

Mischief 
Disturb the 

Peace 
Administration of 

justice 
Impaired 
driving Drug offences 

Youth Criminal 
Justice Act 

South North South North South North South North South North South North 
rate per 100,000 population 

Total provinces 647 2,205 206 1,500 450 1,199 201 520 293 536 24 62 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador 
1,089 6,827 220 2,818 344 2,531 319 491 267 380 25 11 

Prince Edward 
Island 

1,042 ... 262 ... 251 ... 307 ... 183 ... 13 ... 

Nova Scotia 974 ... 201 ... 534 ... 306 ... 325 ... 28 ... 
New Brunswick 791 ... 185 ... 353 ... 247 ... 235 ... 24 ... 
Quebec 415 505 4 45 437 713 187 268 275 313 18 27 
Ontario 400 865 37 353 303 825 109 235 221 403 15 45 
Manitoba 1,280 8,045 251 7,671 636 3,439 194 1,115 223 1,038 58 320 
Saskatchewan 1,806 20,884 429 6,201 1,825 8,995 586 2,149 455 1,566 146 650 
Alberta 997 3,227 379 2,040 735 1,113 302 900 265 567 21 18 
British Columbia 884 2,056 865 3,028 295 1,153 274 700 554 854 25 64 
Total territories ... 11,953 ... 8,810 ... 2,449 ... 969 ... 986 ... 101 
Yukon ... 5,215 ... 6,916 ... 2,591 ... 1,104 ... 564 ... 131 
Northwest 

Territories 
... 19,751 ... 11,234 ... 2,318 ... 1,063 ... 1,289 ... 129 

Nunavut ... 9,362 ... 7,800 ... 2,464 ... 714 ... 1,051 ... 37 
Canada 647 2,709 206 1,878 450 1,264 201 543 293 560 24 64 
... not applicable 
1. Includes assault against a peace officer and other assaults. 
Note: Crime rates are based upon Criminal Code incidents. See Table 6 for a list of offences included in the total violent crime, total property crime 
and total other crime categories. Rates are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 
population. Populations are based upon July 1st estimates from Statistics Canada, Demography Division. North encompasses the Territories as well 
as the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. South refers to 
the southern regions of these provinces and includes Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 8 
Characteristics of persons accused of police-reported crime, by north-south region, 2013 
 

Characteristics 

Violent crime Property crime 

South 
Provincial  

North Territories South 
Provincial  

North Territories 
rate per 100,000 population 

Sex1  
Male 1,009 2,715 7,853 1,066 3,020 16,120 
Female 273 1,070 3,575 408 1,273 7,919 
Total 637 1,904 5,769 734 2,159 12,125 
Age2 

 Under 123 44 148 217 53 326 605 
12 to 17 years 1,270 3,038 5,239 2,044 4,661 13,052 
18 to 24 years 1,388 4,773 12,513 1,832 5,639 21,265 
25 to 34 years 1,136 3,974 10,733 1,255 4,184 19,829 
35 to 44 years 901 2,963 7,979 865 2,938 18,070 
45 to 54 years 574 1,461 5,338 539 1,552 13,480 
55 to 89 years 169 357 1,439 152 319 4,827 
Total2 641 1,919 5,784 739 2,176 12,147 

 

Other criminal offences Total crime 

South 
Provincial 

 North Territories South 
Provincial  

North Territories 
rate per 100,000 population 

Sex1  
Male 1,031 3,514 13,270 3,106 9,249 37,243 
Female 261 1,237 6,113 942 3,580 17,606 
Total 642 2,392 9,783 2,013 6,456 27,677 
Age2  
Under 123 6 36 55 103 509 877 
12 to 17 years 854 2,481 6,567 4,168 10,179 24,858 
18 to 24 years 1,791 6,343 17,610 5,011 16,755 51,389 
25 to 34 years 1,329 5,071 16,091 3,720 13,229 46,653 
35 to 44 years 874 3,849 15,002 2,640 9,751 41,051 
45 to 54 years 522 2,155 12,476 1,635 5,168 31,294 
55 to 89 years 117 476 4,266 438 1,152 10,532 
Total2 647 2,406 9,803 2,027 6,501 27,735 
 

1. Excludes accused where sex was unknown. 
2. Excludes accused where age was unknown or over 89. 
3. It should be noted that children under the age of 12 cannot be charged with a criminal offence. 
Note: Provincial North encompasses the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
British Columbia. South refers to the southern regions of these provinces as well as Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Rates 
are calculated per 100,000 individuals based on the population in each age and or sex category. Total rates by sex and age differ as a result of 
noted exclusions. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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Table 9 
Characteristics of victims of police-reported violent crime, by north-south region, 2013 
 

Characteristics 
South Provincial North Territories Total 

rate per 100,000 population 
Sex1  
Male 868 1,871 4,734 942 
Female 892 2,388 7,236 998 
Total 880 2,126 5,953 970 
Age group2  
Under 12 319 695 1,357 349 
12 to 17 years 1,660 3,555 6,516 1,801 
18 to 24 years 1,822 4,803 11,506 2,036 
25 to 34 years 1,455 4,152 9,793 1,640 
35 to 44 years 1,118 3,060 7,538 1,246 
45 to 54 years 769 1,681 5,831 838 
55 to 89 years 271 463 2,287 286 
Total2 877 2,137 5,988 968 
Relationship of accused to victim percent 
Spouse or ex-spouse 13 11 10 12 
Other close family 10 11 11 10 
Extended family 3 7 10 4 
Intimate partner or former intimate partner 14 19 20 14 
Friend or acquaintance 33 37 39 34 
Stranger 28 15 9 26 
Total3 100 100 100 100 
 

1. Excludes victims where sex was unknown. 
2. Excludes victims where age was unknown or over 89 as well as a small number of victims in Quebec whose age was unknown but was miscoded 
as 0. 
3. Excludes victims where the relationship to accused was unknown. This may include incidents where no accused was identified (ex. unsolved 
homicides). 
Note: Provincial North encompasses the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
British Columbia. South refers to the southern regions of these provinces as well as Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Rates 
are calculated per 100,000 individuals based on the population in each age and or sex category. Total rates by sex and age differ as a result of 
noted exclusions. Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey.  
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Table 10 
Police-reported clearance rates for selected offences, by north-south region, 2013 
 

Type of offence 

South Provincial North Territories 
Cleared 

by charge 
Cleared 

otherwise 
Total 

cleared 
Cleared 

by charge 
Cleared 

otherwise 
Total 

cleared 
Cleared 

by charge 
Cleared 

otherwise 
Total 

cleared 
percent 

Total Criminal Code 
(excluding traffic)– 
"Crime Rate" 27 14 41 27 31 58 15 57 73 

Violent crime 
         Homicide 68 8 76 78 2 80 67 33 100 

Other violations 
causing death1 75 19 94 92 17 108 ... ... ... 

Attempted murder 70 4 74 78 5 83 83 0 83 
Sexual assault - 

levels 2 and 3 62 8 70 73 4 78 67 11 78 
Sexual assault –  

level 1 42 19 61 55 20 75 60 17 77 
Sexual violations 

against children2,3 39 20 59 48 16 64 61 15 76 
Assault - level 3 - 

aggravated 77 4 80 84 4 88 88 3 91 
Assault - level 2 - 

weapon or bodily 
harm 61 14 75 61 20 80 64 28 92 

Assault - level 1 49 28 77 46 36 82 40 48 88 
Other violent Criminal 

Code violations 39 24 63 37 37 74 30 54 84 
Total 46 24 70 46 33 79 42 45 87 
Property crime 

 Breaking and 
entering 11 5 16 15 9 24 18 25 43 

Theft of $5,000 or 
under (non-motor 
vehicle) 13 9 22 12 15 27 8 28 36 

Mischief4 8 12 20 6 42 48 2 72 74 
Other property crime 19 7 26 19 14 34 17 28 45 
Total 13 9 22 11 26 37 5 60 65 
Other Criminal 

Code offences 
 Disturbing the peace 5 40 45 2 58 60 1 69 70 

Administration of 
justice violations 87 9 96 78 16 94 58 34 92 

Other violations 44 19 64 39 28 67 28 49 77 
Total 59 19 77 36 38 75 14 61 75 
See notes at the end of the table. 
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Table 10 
Police-reported clearance rates for selected offences, by north-south region, 2013 (continued) 
 

Type of offence 

South Provincial North Territories 
Cleared 

by charge 
Cleared 

otherwise 
Total 

cleared 
Cleared 

by charge 
Cleared 

otherwise 
Total 

cleared 
Cleared 

by charge 
Cleared 

otherwise 
Total 

cleared 
percent 

Criminal Code 
traffic violations 

 Impaired driving5 71 16 87 58 16 74 46 14 59 
Other Criminal Code 

traffic violations 26 5 30 29 5 34 43 10 52 
Total 51 11 62 48 12 61 45 13 58 
Drug offences 47 32 79 42 28 70 25 25 50 
Other federal statute 

violations 
 Youth Criminal 

Justice Act 78 15 93 84 13 97 55 48 103 
Other federal statutes 29 36 65 23 39 62 8 55 63 
Total 46 29 75 41 32 72 31 51 82 
Total - all violations 30 15 45 29 30 59 17 55 72 
... not applicable 
1. Includes, for example, criminal negligence causing death. 
2. Excludes sexual assaults against children and youth, which are reported as level 1, 2 or 3 sexual assault. 
3. Includes sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, luring a child via a computer/agreement or arrangement, and (as of 
2012) making sexually explicit material available to a child for the purpose of facilitating sexual offences against children/youth. 
4. Includes altering/removing/destroying a vehicle identification number. 
5. Includes alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle, alcohol and/or drug impaired operation of a vehicle causing death or bodily harm, 
failure or refusal to comply with testing for the presence of alcohol or drugs and failure or refusal to provide a breath or blood sample. 
Note: For an incident to be cleared by charge, at least one chargeable suspect has been identified and there is a charge laid against or 
recommended to be laid against this individual in connection with this incident. For an incident to be cleared otherwise, an accused must be 
identified and there must be sufficient evidence to lay a charge in connection with the incident, but instead the suspect is processed by other means. 
Totals are based on unrounded numbers. Clearance rates exceeding 100% may occur in years where police cleared more incidents than were 
reported to police. Rates are based upon the most serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Provincial North 
encompasses the northern regions of Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. South 
refers to the southern regions of these provinces as well as Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Total rates by sex and age differ 
as a result of noted exclusions. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Survey. 
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