I *I Public Safety  Sécurité publique
Canada Canada

ARCHIVED - Archiving Content

Archived Content J

Information identified as archived is provided for
reference, research or recordkeeping purposes. It
is not subject to the Government of Canada Web
Standards and has not been altered or updated
since it was archived. Please contact us to request
a format other than those available.

ARCHIVEE - Contenu archivé

Contenu archivé

L'information dont il est indiqué qu’elle est archivée
est fournie a des fins de référence, de recherche
ou de tenue de documents. Elle n'est pas
assujettie aux normes Web du gouvernement du
Canada et elle n'a pas été modifiée ou mise a jour
depuis son archivage. Pour obtenir cette
information dans un autre format, veuillez
communiguer avec nous.

This document is archival in nature and is intended
for those who wish to consult archival documents
made available from the collection of Public Safety
Canada.

Some of these documents are available in only
one official language. Translation, to be provided
by Public Safety Canada, is available upon
request.

Le présent document a une valeur archivistique et
fait partie des documents d'archives rendus
disponibles par Sécurité publique Canada a ceux
qui souhaitent consulter ces documents issus de
sa collection.

Certains de ces documents ne sont disponibles
que dans une langue officielle. Sécurité publique
Canada fournira une traduction sur demande.

i+l

Canada




AlICrime Reduction Matters

Australian Government

Australian Institute of Criminology

No. 67 29 April 2008

Effective strategies in working with young offenders

Improving the quality of programs to prevent youth crime is important to enhance outcomes
for children and adolescents, to increase community perceptions of safety, and reduce crime.
Diversion and community corrections programs are one form of early intervention designed to
protect young offenders from the negative effects of incarceration, and to reduce stigma and
negative peer influence. However, only high-quality programs will produce the best results.

Effective early intervention programs using diversion or community justice orders will generally
have the following characteristics: a focus on skill development, a problem focus, ongoing
assessment throughout the program to monitor progress, a component that requires the young
person to do work outside of sessions, and engagement between the therapist or justice worker
and young person (Trupin 2007).

A number of key elements have also been identified by Trupin (2007) as being important for
effective service provision. These include:
» the personal qualities of service providers

— important qualities of therapists/justice workers include warmth, cultural sensitivity, skills
to motivate clients and that the worker does not alienate clients

— experience is important, but programs with experienced young caseworkers are also
valuable

+ training and protocol adherence
— documentation of program components and intensive training is essential

— high staff to family ratios are needed to allow more frequent contact between the clients
and the service provider

+ clinical supervision

— consistent and ongoing professional supervision with stated goals is essential to gain
successful outcomes

+ collaboration with stakeholders in the system

— as effective strategies often involve not only offenders but their families, schools, coaches,
and parole officers etc., collaboration is often required, and this is particularly beneficial to
alter high-risk behaviours and encourage pro-social behaviours in at-risk youth.
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