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From the Director

The celebration of the National Institute of Justice’s 30th anniversary in
the autumn of 1999 provided the Institute and the criminal justice com-
munity the perfect opportunity to reflect on three decades of criminal
justice research accomplishments. A few months later, the dawn of the
new millennium seemed the appropriate stage from which to look for-
ward to what lies ahead for criminal justice in the United States.

As preparations were made to commemorate the Institute’s anniversary,
it became increasingly apparent to NIJ staff and the criminal justice
research, policymaker, and practitioner communities that there needed to
be one compilation comprising a comprehensive, scholarly examination
and analysis of the current state of criminal justice in the United States.
Consequently, NIJ conceived and launched a project to produce the four-
volume Criminal Justice 2000series to examine how research has influ-
enced current policy and practice and how future policies and practices
can be built upon our current state of knowledge.

The themes developed for these volumes were purposefully broad in
scope, to allow contributors the intellectual freedom to explore issues
across criminal justice disciplines. In its competitive solicitation, NIJ
asked the authors to explore and reflect on current and emerging trends
in crime and criminal justice practice, based on scientific findings and
analyses. An editorial board of eminent criminal justice researchers and
practitioners then selected the proposals that displayed exceptional
scholarly merit and contributed to the substantive themes of the volumes.

The result, the Crime and Justice 2000series, reflects the state of knowl-
edge on a broad spectrum of crime and criminal justice issues. While the
volumes do not comprehensively chronicle all topics vital to criminal
justice in the United States at the year 2000, we hope the essays con-
tained in these four volumes will stimulate thought and discussion
among policymakers, practitioners, and scientists in the coming years
and shape future research endeavors. 

Julie E. Samuels
Acting Director
National Institute of Justice
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