I *I Public Safety  Sécurité publique
Canada Canada

ARCHIVED - Archiving Content

Archived Content J

Information identified as archived is provided for
reference, research or recordkeeping purposes. It
is not subject to the Government of Canada Web
Standards and has not been altered or updated
since it was archived. Please contact us to request
a format other than those available.

ARCHIVEE - Contenu archivé

Contenu archivé

L'information dont il est indiqué qu’elle est archivée
est fournie a des fins de référence, de recherche
ou de tenue de documents. Elle n'est pas
assujettie aux normes Web du gouvernement du
Canada et elle n'a pas été modifiée ou mise a jour
depuis son archivage. Pour obtenir cette
information dans un autre format, veuillez
communiguer avec nous.

This document is archival in nature and is intended
for those who wish to consult archival documents
made available from the collection of Public Safety
Canada.

Some of these documents are available in only
one official language. Translation, to be provided
by Public Safety Canada, is available upon
request.

Le présent document a une valeur archivistique et
fait partie des documents d'archives rendus
disponibles par Sécurité publique Canada a ceux
qui souhaitent consulter ces documents issus de
sa collection.

Certains de ces documents ne sont disponibles
que dans une langue officielle. Sécurité publique
Canada fournira une traduction sur demande.

i+l

Canada




Strolling Away

ﬁﬂ/ RESEARCH AND

STATISTICS DIVISION

.*l Depariment of Justice  Ministére de la Justioe Ca_r]a{ig



SERVING CANADIANS

STROLLING AWAY

Dr. Susan MclIntyre

RR2002-4e

_|}I'/ Research and
Iy statistics Division
August 2002

The views expressed in this report are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Department of Justice Canada.



Table of Contents

Page

g L U iii
ACKNOWIEAZEIMEINLS ..ccuuurirernnnirrennierenniertenniiersaniersassscstssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssnns iv
LD 170 Lo 1 0 (1) o U N \
FOreword DY AllISOI c...cceuuuiiirenniiinienniietenniiitnniiintaneiettseeientssniesssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssassses vi
EXECULIVE SUIMIMATY .ceeuiiieniiriniirtniienietaeietseieraeictsecesasissssscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss 1
INErOAUCHION ..ouiiiirieirieieeiieenennennnuueeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiisessssssseesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasasns 8
SECHIOM 1 auuirnniirniiiinniiteniitinittnietenieteeieteesertnsietesierasssessscrsssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssassesssssssnse 9
The Youngest Profession — The Oldest Oppression (1991-1992) ......ccccccereeeeiirnnneccennnnnennnee 9

The Impetus of the ReSEAarch ......ccccccieirreeicinmneiinnmeiininnineisneiscissssssrssesssssssssssssssscns 9

PIOCESS cuuceuiieuiieniieniieniinniincteitectnstecteseesstessessansssesssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssne 9
MethOdOIOZY ..cceeeeennniiienreennnniiinnttenneeiiienneeenneeisesteesssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssnne 9
Respondents’ CharacteriStiCS ....cccceeccereeiirrncceracerseccrsecersescssecsssesssssssssssssssssssssses 10

Policy IMPlications .....ccceeeiiiiiniiiiiiniiiiiniiiiminiiiiiniiiimniiiineeiiensseisnssseccssssssssssees 10
Program IMplications .......cccciieieueeiiiienniiienniiiienniinieneiinieeeieteesecstssessessssssscssasees 10

STl 810 1/ RN 11
Strolling Away (2000-2001) .ccceeeeeeeeiieerereennenniscsseeesssessssesssesssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssne 11

The Motivation to Do the Research .........ccceuiierenniiiirenniiiinnniieienniinnnneicneeneccneanees 11

No Longitudinal ReSearch .........ccccciiiiieiiiiminiiiiinniiinnniiiinieiinineiiineieseees 11
MethOdOIOZY ..cceerernnnniiierennnnniiiinnienneniisiereresneessseresssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssnss 11
Tracking ceceeceeeeiiiiminiiininiiiitiniiiniiiiitieiiititeiiteeneiiensseiesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnees 12
INTEIVIEWS ceuuirienuiiriennniinenneiinteneisnenneientensestesssssstsssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssanees 12
Interdisciplinary T@Am .....ccccciierennniiiienniiinennniieienneicntennientsenientansssssseecesssssscssasees 12

ST 50 4 0 RPN 15
Strolling Away Major FINAINGS .....ccciieeremmnniiiiinntnnnnniiiiceneennneniisceneesssneesssssnesssssssssssnns 15
Strolling AWay 2000-2001 ........ceeeeueiierennieneennierenneccersseeiissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 15

1 Leaving the Trade ........cccceiirieeiiimnniiinnnniiiinnniiiinnniiiinseiienssescnsssesssssssssssns 15

2 SQUATING UP ceeurirenniirnirtniiituietaittneictenieteeietensctaectsescssssssssssssssssssssssassssssses 17

Research and Statistics Division ¢ i



STROLLING AWAY

3 Return to the Trade ......cccceeeeeiierenniiimmnniininniininniinneniieneneieneseieessescssssnnees 18

4 Preventing @ REtUIN .....ccccciiieiiiiniiinininiireictneinnseicrsesnsecssescssscsssssssssssssses 19

5 I T 0 3 (<R 20

6 Decision Last TFICK ..cccceciiiiieiiiiiiniiiiiniiininiiiniiniiitnniinneneinneneiinnseeeessaneees 21

7 Assisted in Leaving Street ......cccccieeceirrneiiirnnnicinnnnscnrsnssesssessssssesssssssssssssses 23

8 Assisted Not REtUINING .....cceeeeeiieennniiineniienenniientanienienienteseiestassssssssesssssees 23

9 Turning First THCK ...cceciiiiiiiiiiminiiiinmniiiimniiiiiiniiiniiiimieiiseiisssssees 25

10 MiSSING the SIreet ....ccccieeeeeeiiereniiiieneiiiiteeiinieniiettaeiettaniistsneistessssesssssnens 26

11 AIMOSt RETUINEd ...ceuueiiienniiiienniinnnniiinenniineneiiettaeiiersseiessssssesssssssssssssssssnes 28

12 SEPS LEAVINE .crvurirruirrniirninranieranisrseisrsnsssesssscssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 29

13 Afterthoughts .....cceeeiiiriiniiiiiiiriiiinrtiiretcntter e reaeensaseessaseessenaes 31

14 Thinking About the Street .......ccccccciiieieeennniiiireeennniiiieeeenneiiceneennnescceseeenes 32

15 Thoughts 0n Departing .......cccccccceececeeneennneiiceneeennnisccseessseesssesessssssssssssssss 33

16 Surprise FINAINGS ...cccccciiiiiiniiiminiiiiminiiininiiininiiniieiiinneiiiineiieseesssees 33

17 RItUALS ceceviiiiimmmnniiiiiiniienniiiinnennnneiiiiitttemsneiiisntesssessscssessssssssssssssssssssscssssssns 34

18 Off the SEreet ....cceeuuiiireniiiriniiittiiiiittiiittniiitiaeietteeieeteseissssessssssasssssssssens 35

SECLIOM 4 cuuruniirnniirnniirnniirneierenieraeierseisrsesrsessesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssases 37
Concluding Discussion & Recommendations .....ccccccccceereeenenicceneennnecccereessensscenesssnenes 37
Males in the Sexual EXploitation Trade .....ccccccceereeccrneccrneccrneccrneccrsecrsecssescssncssnnes 37

Supply and Demand EQUAtION ....cccceirieeiiirnnniinnnniiiinmeiiinmeicenseessssssssessasssssssesceses 37

| 276 1 Tor: 1 0 (1) o LU RIN 37

SUPPOTIT SCIVICES ceuurrrinnnnirienniirienniiirtnnienteneiistesecestssssessasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssens 38

New Understanding ....cc..ccccecceeeeeeeieniennienennientaneiceteneiesssssicstsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 40
Counselling SUPPOTT ..cc.uirieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiinttiirtteitttteiieetseiesssasiessasssssssssscnses 40

SOCIAL SEIVICES euueuiiiirieennnniiiiininnnnniiiienienneeiiiinttenneeiiiseeessasssssssstesssssssssssssssssssssans 40

Harm RedUCHION ..ccuuieeenniiieenniiienniinenniiettnniiitteeiertaniestsssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssscsses 41
(01031 1ol LIES 103 1 1 0,70 5 21 o 20U 43
Appendix 1: Research Questions and Tables .........ccccieiirreiiinnniinnnniiinnnininsneiicnssnscsssssceses 45
Appendix 2: Strolling Away Background Table ........cccccceveeeiiirinniiirinniiinnnniiennnnicnnenicnennencnees 55
133 10) U074 0] 172 57
GlOSSATY auuiireuniiirinniirtuniiiianiinteniiinteneiisteseiieteseeieessesessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssassssssassssssssssssssnnss 67
Dr. SUSAN MCINEYTE .ccucieuniiinniiieniiiiniiitniiitniiteiitanieteeietsssesssstsassssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssassssanses 71

ii ¢ Research and Statistics Division



Preface

downtown Calgary. A year was dedicated to understanding the lives of these young people.

Many that I knew as small children with histories of abuse were now entering the street
trade. However, it was clear that not all young people in the sexual exploitation trade had been
sexually abused, nor would those unfortunate enough to be sexually abused end up in the
trade.

In 1991-1992, I interviewed 50 young people involved in the sexual exploitation trade in

It was for this reason that I completed in-depth research, entitled, “The Youngest Profession —
The Oldest Oppression.” It revealed that of the 41 females and nine males interviewed, well
over three-quarters had experienced sexual abuse prior to their entrance into the trade. This
research impacted social policy in the City of Calgary with the result that youth involvement in
prostitution was seen to be a form of sexual abuse. For the vast majority of those in the
research, their involvement in prostitution was seen as an extension of the sexual abuse they
had already faced.

I observed the acceptance of youth involved in prostitution as a form of sexual abuse. I
watched the City and Province embrace this paradigm shift, which resulted in policy, legislative
and program changes. This shift was slowly spreading across the country and the term youth
prostitution was replaced with the term sexual exploitation. The terms “youth prostitution”
and “sexual exploitation” are used with the same intent.

It was during this time that [ was encouraged by many to look at those originally interviewed in
my first study to determine what had occurred in their lives. It was this continued desire to
close the chapter on the lives of these 50 young people that created the energy for “Strolling
Away”.

Research and Statistics Division ¢ iii
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how powerful an experience it was to sit with you nearly ten years after I saw you at the most
vulnerable time of your life. Thank you for providing me with the ending to such a painful yet
significant story.

This project is dedicated to the “now not so young people” that are featured in both

Itis important to understand that people can survive the abuse experienced as youth. As abuse
of this magnitude and longitude does not disappear, society must understand, accept, support
and act compassionately in response to hidden scars. As individuals who have or are being
sexually exploited through your involvement in prostitution, you have provided vital
information about prevention, integration and reintegration. I appreciate your thoughts and
ideas and will work hard to have those in positions of power and authority listen. The 38
individuals involved in this research represent a collective total of 260 years of knowledge of
the trade. We must listen to you.
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Foreword by Allison

There is a saying “whatever doesn’t kill you makes you stronger,” and I believe that to be
true.

[ was very fortunate to be able to walk away, build a new life and not end up a statistic. The
time I spent in the “game” ultimately changed my life, the way I view the world, and more
importantly my soul.

Many believed I should never have ended up there. I wasn’t considered a typical case. My
family did not see it coming. Though I believe there are typical cases, no child is an exception
in the minds of the predators that lie in wait to recruit them.

There is no way to describe how it feels to sell yourself to anybody that wants you. Nobody
could have told me that, no matter how many hours a night I stood in the shower crying, I
would never be able wash away the feeling of hands touching me or the sweat of the last
drunken date. I even thought that if I could wear my Walkman as I turned a trick, it would help
to drown out the sounds of each new man or allow me to forget where I was just for the length
of the next song.

Ultimately, it was a wire cord wrapped around my neck as my blood and what was left of my life
slipped away that made me determined to hang on and fight. It was at that moment [ became
committed to escaping the abuse and building a new life.

The first interview I did for this research captured my pain and devastation of being on the
street. The second interview was more important because it concentrated on the struggle and
internal battle to stay off the street and out of this lifestyle. The process of coming off and
staying off the street is crucial in saving the lives and souls of the many, many children and
adults who are prisoner to the “game”.

The time between the first and second interview has been an incredible journey. I have reached
heights of success that I never would have believed possible such as: raising two wonderful
children, graduating from high school and college, having a wonderful career and finally a
chance to heal from the pain and abuse. My greatest lesson is that I now believe that dreams
are possible and goals achievable.

[ am very grateful to be a part of this research. I believe in the ability of every victim of
prostitution to be able to rise above the abuse, and with the right tools to help them, achieve
and soar into a new future!

Allison!

1 Allison was a participant in the “The Youngest Profession — The Oldest Oppression” research study as well as “Strolling Away”.
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Executive Summary

was conducted with 50 young people who primarily entered the trade during

adolescence. The goal was to establish that most of the youth interviewed entered the
trade under the age of 18 and that there was a predominance of a history of sexual abuse before
the street.

The 1991-1992 initial research, entitled “The Youngest Profession — The Oldest Oppression”

In 2000-2001, the retrospective research, entitled “Strolling Away” was conducted. Interviews
with 38 individuals (28 who had been participants in the 1991-1992 research and an additional
ten persons) were held to collect their thoughts on the entrance, time in, attempts and
successful departures out of the trade. The opportunity to gain insights on our service delivery
model in reference to prevention, intervention and reintegration was provided through these
interviews.

Characteristics of Respondents
The following are the key characteristics from the respondents of “Strolling Away”:

* Males entered the trade earlier on average age 12 years.

e Females entered the trade on average age 15 years.

e Males averaged 12 years in the trade.

e Females averaged six years in the trade.

e Atotal of 260 years of street work is represented in the 38 interviews.

* 82% of the females had a background of sexual abuse prior to the street.
* 100% of the males had a background of sexual abuse prior to the street.
e  26% of respondents were Aboriginal.

Summary of Highlights

The following are highlights from the 17 lines of inquiry that were presented to the respondents
in “Strolling Away”. The highlights reflect the order in which the questions were posed and
recorded.

Leaving the Trade

e Everyone left the business more than once. When a person returned to the trade
there was disappointment on the part of the individual, family, friends and
support professionals involved.

 Leaving the trade was a cumulative learning experience. Each exit attempt brought
new awareness, knowledge and experience that could be applied to the next
attempt to leave the street.

* Toleave the trade was often riskier than staying. Issues such as survival, potential
repercussions from pimps and other street personnel overcame the desire to exit.

e Almost one-half of the males interviewed left the street ten to 15 times. These
males entered the trade at a younger age, left more often and stayed longer.

Research and Statistics Division ¢ 1



STROLLING AWAY

*  While the risks and dynamics of the trade were very different for young men and
young women, the motivation of survival from both historical abuse and present
abuse was similar regardless of gender.

Squaring Up

* Anoverwhelming number of youth interviewed were prompted to leave the trade
because of the violence experienced on the street.

*  Women often left the trade due to pregnancy or the desire to be a mother. Over
three-quarters of the women interviewed had become mothers.

Return to the Trade

* Money was a prime motivator to return to the street because without an education
or skills, it often was the sole means of generating an income.

e Males returned to the trade because of the street acceptance of their plight and the
abuse in their lives. Males have fewer options when leaving the street. They do not
have the vision of birthing a child and they also face the stigma of men having sex
with men, even if this is not their sexual preference.

Preventing a Return

e Leaving the street was challenging as the individuals faced issues of: lack of
support, lack of self worth, a perception that it was too risky to exit and boredom.

Last Trick

* Many individuals said they were not sure that their last trick was or would be the
last one.
e The departure from the street was a process as opposed to a specific event.

Decision Last Trick

* Enough was enough was a key reason for exiting. The catalyst to depart was the
never-ending day after day experience.

* The street was viewed as short-term gain but long-term pain. No one entered the
trade with a long-term plan to stay. This short-term solution became an obstacle
that prevented a return to a normal life.

Assisted in Leaving

e Family or a support system was identified as important for individuals leaving the
street. It provided those exiting with another identity and connection.

e The ability to meet people not involved in prostitution was important. These
relationships served to counteract the desire to drift back to street friends.

e There had to be a purpose in the process of leaving the street, such as: the pursuit
of a goal, having a baby, someone to trust, gaining employment or seeking a stable
lifestyle.

2 ¢ Research and Statistics Division



Assisted Not Returning

Leaving the street was a different process than not returning to the street. What
assisted an individual in deciding to leave the street could be different than what
assisted them in not returning to the street.

A successful departure meant no contact or association with individuals involved
in the street.

Having someone who relied on you prevented a return to the street.

As males grew older, they recognized the need to escape the street, to move on to
other things and to find a life outside the sexual exploitation trade.

Males have had a need to find a safe, flexible living environment to prevent a
return to the street.

Turning First Trick

The entire research population saw prostitution as something no one should do.
Those interviewed saw their street experience of prostitution as a form of repeated
abuse.

Missing the Street

Over half of those interviewed identified money as the predominant feature
missed as it provided instant independence.

An attraction into sexual exploitation was the belief of having control to select
who, where, when and what activity.

Over half of this population were involved as children in Social Services Child
Protection.

Youth involved in the sex trade had very little training or job options.

The camaraderie on the street provided a support network for all involved in the
trade.

Almost Returned

The likelihood of returning to the street was always a possibility even if it was a
short-term solution to earn quick money.

Money was more important to females than males as a motivator to return to the
street. With over three-quarters of women in this sample having had children,
financial need to support children was critical.

Quick, non-taxable, non-traceable cash through prostitution became a solution.
Males experienced loneliness after leaving the street. It was possible that the role
and significance of childbirth for young women took care of the female need of
self-fulfilment and recognition. Males did not have the opportunity to have their
own personal role redefined by the birth of a child.

Steps Leaving

Individuals were self sufficient while in the trade. While in many cases they had to

hand their earnings over to their pimp, their immediate food, shelter and clothing
needs were covered.

Moving away and establishing distance from the “street supports” were important.

Research and Statistics Division ¢ 3



STROLLING AWAY

e Discovery and learning to live away from the street confronted each person when
exiting.

e The street persona created to survive in the trade often became an impediment
when accessing education, employment and rebuilding personal and family
relationships.

* Personal relationships were uncharted waters for individuals who left the trade.

e Balanced, healthy relationships were foreign to this population.

* Aone-day-at-a-time approach was commonplace.

Afterthoughts

e Individuals departed with both physical and emotional scars. Many interviewed
had become disillusioned with their personal choices. They questioned their self-
worth given their decision to enter the trade.

Thinking About the Street

e Nearly all of those interviewed believed that the street was not a positive
environment.

* Eighty-four percent of those interviewed had experienced sexual abuse before the
street and often this prior sexual abuse contributed to an entry onto the street.

e  After exiting, individuals were frequently overcome with memories of abuse as
small children and on the street. These individuals believed the street to be
abusive and self-deprecating.

e Inastrange way, the street protected the victims of prior sexual abuse from
dealing with or resolving what they had experienced earlier in their lives. By
coming to terms with the abuse on the streets, the unresolved prior sexual abuse
often resurfaced.

Thoughts on Departing

e  While services are provided to individuals who are on the street, there is little long-
term assistance for the exiting process.

Surprise Findings upon Leaving the Street

*  One-quarter of the females in the sample identified the departure as a long
journey.

* C(lose to one-quarter of the males and females interviewed were shocked that they
were able to leave and live a life beyond the street.

* C(lose to one-quarter of the males and females interviewed had experienced
negative encounters once they left the street. They were not expecting untrusting
behaviour to occur off the street.

Rituals

e Saving or hiding money, intensive cleansing and disassociation during sexual
activity were identified as rituals.

4 ¢ Research and Statistics Division



Off the Street

* Noonein the research population was still working in the sexual exploitation
trade full-time.

Supply & Demand

A major observation from “Strolling Away” was that if the goal is to eliminate the sexual
exploitation of youth involved in prostitution, then society must work towards decreasing
demand for sexually exploited youth.

During the interviews, young people spoke about the continual flow of customers wanting to
purchase their services. This flow often prevented and interfered with a successful exit from the
trade. A need exists to alter the demand for such services.

Success has been achieved in creating awareness and prevention education for family violence,
sexual abuse and assault, smoking and drinking and driving.

The only long-term solution is to design prevention materials that educate and create an
understanding with adult males of all ages that the sex trade is a form of sexual abuse. With
education, there is the possibility that males would begin to change their attitude and beliefs
about this kind of activity. The framework has to be altered from “The Oldest Profession” to
“The Youngest Profession — The Oldest Oppression”.

Our objective should be to decrease the demand, which in turn will lead to a decrease in the
price of these services and a subsequent decrease in the availability of these services.

This premise provides a solution to eliminating the demand for the services of sexually
exploited youth.

Summary of Recommendations

The last section of this research study features concluding discussions complete with related
recommendations. These recommendations are influenced and guided by the previously noted
highlights from the interviews.

National Research Study on Males

1. That a national research study on males involved in the sexual exploitation trade
be undertaken.

Supply and Demand Equation

2. That attention is directed toward decreasing the demand for the sexual
exploitation trade.

Research and Statistics Division ¢ 5



STROLLING AWAY

Education

Peer Education

3. That prevention information is directed towards young women and men by young
people.

Public Education
4. Thatanational ad campaign be designed with a clear message that prostitution is
a form of sexual abuse and that potential customers will be viewed as sexual
abusers.

Parental Education

5. That education material is directed towards parents so they may begin to teach
their children at a young age that prostitution is a form of sexual abuse.

Youth and Caregiver Education

6. Thatreality-based prevention materials be developed for youth and
parents/caregivers.

7. That education material is designed on the process and challenges of leaving the
street for youth and parents/caregivers.

Support Services
Family

8. That parent/caregiver support groups be established to support
parents/caregivers whose children have just entered the trade.

Transitioning Youth
9. Thata Support Team be established to assist youth when exiting the trade.

10. That all-inclusive one-stop service packages be designed for those leaving the
trade.

11. That reality based re-integration materials be developed for those individuals who
are attempting to re-integrate into society.

12. That a volunteer-run service support line be established for those leaving the
street.

New Understanding

13. That there is professional and parental/caregiver understanding that the challenge
begins once a person leaves the street.

6 ¢ Research and Statistics Division



Counselling Support

14. That ongoing counselling support is available to this population to assist them in
dealing with the street abuse and prior abuse in their lives.

Social Services

15. That various street outreach programs across the country be seen as safe, exempt
and neutral programs to support youth.

Harm Reduction

16. That an evaluation occurs of harm reduction approaches to working with sexually
exploited youth.

Research and Statistics Division ¢ 7



STROLLING AWAY

Introduction

F

rom 1991 to 1992, I researched the sexual exploitation trade in downtown Calgary. My goal
was to observe and interact with this population in order to investigate the relationship of
sexual abuse to a person’s involvement in the trade.

With the realization that retrospective, longitudinal information on prostitution did not exist
anywhere in Canada “or the world”, I made the decision in the year 2000 to track as many of the
original interviewees from the 1991-1992 research to determine if they were still involved in the
trade or if they had exited from the street.

Section 1 summarizes the 1991-1992 research, “The Youngest Profession — The
Oldest Oppression”.

Section 2 outlines the development of the retrospective research, “Strolling Away”.

Section 3 reviews the data analysis methodology, demographics and major
findings from “Strolling Away”.

Section 4 provides an analysis of the data in the form of concluding discussions
complete with related recommendations.

8 ¢ Research and Statistics Division



Section 1

The Youngest Profession — The Oldest Oppression (1991-1992)

The Impetus of the Research

Is there a relationship between a previous history of sexual abuse and the eventual entrance into
the sexual exploitation trade?

After working with young people involved in the sexual exploitation trade in Toronto,
Vancouver and Calgary and spending one year in an observational and interview research
study in downtown Calgary in 1991, it became apparent that many of the young people working
the streets had a prior background of sexual and physical abuse. My goal was to undertake
research that could assist professional service providers, government and academics working
with this population.

Spending an average of four evenings a week in the downtown core, I was often located in the
non-profit street program Exit Van that provided support to young people involved in sexual
exploitation?(2). My research represented 50 interviews with nine young men and 41 young
women and was entitled, “The Youngest Profession — The Oldest Oppression”.

Process

To assist in the interview process, I developed, in collaboration with the Youth In Care and
Custody Network, an open-ended interview questionnaire. The lines of inquiry covered the
following areas: demographics, family history and background, sexual abuse, violence, school
experiences, running history, alcohol and drug abuse, statutory agency involvement, working
life, physical and mental health concerns, and antecedents and contributing factors leading to
prostitution.

Methodology
[ used Grounded Theory and Feminist research principles in the research.

“Iused the combined inductive approach of Grounded Theory and a Feminist
methodology to be complementary. Grounded Theory allowed the opportunity for
immersion into the sex worker’s life, and the feminist methodology insisted upon
face to face interviews and recognized that this would have a direct impact upon
the researcher.”(Mclntyre, 1994:6)

Snowball sampling was also used. Of the 50 young people interviewed, 41 were females and
nine males.

To ensure comfort, safety and confidentiality, interviews occurred in the subject’s homes, my
office or after hours at the Exit Community Outreach Program office. The interviews lasted
anywhere from two to seven hours and were taped and transcribed. To ensure confidentiality in
the research report, in most cases pseudonyms were assigned to the interview subjects.

2 Exit Community Outreach is a program managed by Woods Homes of Calgary.
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STROLLING AWAY

Respondents’ Characteristics

*  82% female, 12% male.

* 26% were of Aboriginal descent.

* 60% were involved with Social Services Child Protection.

e 84% had “runaway” overnight before street involvement.

* 76% entered the sexual exploitation trade prior to age 16.

* 86% entered the sexual exploitation trade prior to age 18.

e 78% of the females reported sexual abuse prior to entrance into the sexual
exploitation trade.

e 100% of the males reported sexual abuse prior to entrance into the sexual
exploitation trade.

e 75% of females reported physical abuse prior to entrance into the sexual
exploitation trade.

* 55% of males reported physical abuse prior to entrance into the sexual
exploitation trade.

Policy Implications

Part of the research objectives was to determine the level of responsibility within Calgary’s
professional community for dealing with youth involved in the sexual exploitation trade. A
total of 255 questionnaires were distributed to police, judges, municipal politicians, teachers,
social workers, youth workers and therapists. With a response rate of 43%, the survey revealed
that no service or department took responsibility for this population.

“It would seem that the Calgary professional community is clear as to what the
n